” Xx” 
7 


C Inprinted at London, nigh vnto 


2 © as 
RT 1. 


6 I 449 9, <® bt > _ oy A as 
'E F TW. A > Pc l 1 
Vo cot LAGS. , ood 2 FL ART bs, * "43,5 "- 
D A FS: 2g <2 ” KI me" wp" A {y «of 
Su 4 Jr : 
£ -* 5>""14 bh64 o 7 > 
8 <dd Fy 4 Vi . ty Fe Z £ 
= . Þ s 
« L oy 
E- . +43 - « . 4 
3 ES 
c A - 
7 
: ol 
» 
b 
I 
C 


| q. Soc Conti com- 


mingof ( hrifl,acomforta- 
ungof C1 y Diſcourſe,for 
theſe miſerable anddaun- +: het 
4 £erons dayes . . rt : 


1,Pet.4. The endof al things is at hand be ye 
therefore ſober and watch untoprayer = 


Lake. 21 .Watch continually aud pzay,that <2 
ye may be wozthy to elcapealtheſe ©": 24588 
that hal come, and thar WD, 


: 
= ff 


the three Cranes in the Vintree,for Andrew 
CHMawnſell dwelling in Pawles Church 
 gardat the figne of the Paret, 

Anno Donsini.l 577, 


p xv 
> * -»- 
Py. 

» al 


==” rw <a aa : tak. 15 Dt hn Oo en 


(rift; Edmond by the permiſsion © - 3.4 7 
'  "ofalmightieGod, Archbyſhop of Canterbu- * _ "£5 
© rie Cc. and John Byſhop of London, Thomas ; 4 F 4 | 
Rogers -beththe rrue felicitie of _ ; 
this lyfe , and eternall happy- | . 
nes by the commin | 
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1 T was the ſaying of Cambyſes, 
{ and Chick 
{o[{ honorable ftathers)that Cities 
Jj| would flouriſh well in proſpe- 
ritie,if the inhabiters ofthem 
were watchfull , and ſtillima- 
gined their enemies to be at: 
hand . That which he ſayd; 
for the proſperous eftate of a 
| common weale , did our Sa- Math.14,25. 

uiour ſaye , forthe happye ſucceſſe of all. Chriſtians. And }u<'3: 
both tende to ſhewe, that, whether weereſpe& the ſafe- 
tie of our bodyes here onthis earth, or the ſaluationof . -'-:» 
our ſoules in the kingdome of Chriſt , wee may notbe 51 
in our callings either1dle, careleſſe or ſecure. Burt yer, 

ſuch is our nature, we rather obey the woordes of Cam- 
byſes, for temporall proſperitie , than the warning of 
Chriſte, foretcrnall happyneſſe . Whereby it comes to 
paſſe, that we haue commonly fayre bodyes,but defor- 

med ſoules : much goodes, buthlitle goodnes : and glo- 

rious wee ſeemein the ſight of men outwardly, but o- 
diousinwardly in the eyes of God. For it is harde to + .. 
findea man (fayth Ariftorle, ) whichin profperitie is ator, >, 
not proude,di{dainfull, and arrogant, ofwhich ſortare Rheter, ad 
they , whom ſtrength, whom riches, whom clientes,; Theodeften.. 
whom authoritie, whom fauour of men hath exalted; 
And fo inioying their hartes defire, they are of thys 
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Prouetb.r, 


plalm 73, 


Cardanus de 


rerum yarie- 


be Epiſile Dedicatorie. 
minde, that no aduerſitie can hurte them . And whatis 
that : butas Daxiaſayd , The vngodly hath ſayd in hys 


hart, tuſhe, I ſhall neuer becaſt downe, there ſhall no 
harme happen vnto me, But the fayreſt Oke is ſooneſt 


_ cutdowne: the fatteſt Oxe is readyeſt for ſlaughter: 


andthe felicitic of fooles, is theyr owne deſtruction. 
For how ſodainely doo they conſume, vaniſh,and come 
to fearefull ende : yea, cuen as adreamearc they, when 
one awaketh. 

As our Sauiour thought the dodrine agayneſt ſecuri- 
tie,moſt profitable for his Diſciples , and all mankinde: 
So hath his faythfull ſeruantthe Author of this booke, 
ſuppoſed the ſame moſt neceſſary to be ſpoken of, in 
theſe miſerable dayes. And this was the cauſe and ende 
wherefore this Treatiſe was firſt written, namely,that by 
reciting the ſignes and tokens of dangers imminente, 
and of the worldes deſtruction, he might draw the wic- 
ked from ſecuritie , and driue them to a care of godly- 
neſſe and vertue. A godly,zealous, and learned woorke, 
and gratefull, nodoubt, toall good men . Hyppocrates 
forewarned the Grecians of a greeuous plague, which 
wasnigh athand, andfor his good admonition he was 
honoured as Herc#les , and obeyed as aGod, Thee 1- 
thenians for telling them the perils which they were like 
tofallinto, erected to Beroſus a godlye Image ,with a 
golden tongue . The Grecians to Hippocrates, and the 


Athenians to Beroſus were neuer ſo bound,as all Chriſti. 


ans to Scheltcor , for this learned booke, For herein the 
tokens of the ruine , not of one Citie, as of Athens : nor 
of one Countrie, as of Greece: but of all the world, are 
ſer downe. And here may be ſcene the wayes to preuent 
the deſtruRion, not of body alone,as were thoſe of Hip- 
pocrates and Beroſzs , but of body and ſoule from cuer- 
laſting paine in the pyt ofhell. So that more cauſe haus 
Chriſtians to be thankefull to this author, than were the 
Athenians and Grecians to both them, N tag en 
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The Epiſtle Dedcatorie. 

ding he defireth not(though his deſerts be vnſpekable) 
to be honoured with the rites of Hercwles (ſuch 1dolatrie 
heabhorreth) norto be kept in memorie witha glori- 
ous Image ( ſuch memoriall he miſliketh ) he onelycra- 
ueth that Chriſtians would weigh what is ſayd, and loke 
to them ſelues: he ſeeketh the ſaluation ofall , not hys 
owne glory .But howeſoeuer he be eſteemde of others, 
I truſt your Lordſhips will like of this woorke : and fo 
like it, that ye willalloweit : and ſoalloweit, thatyee 
will both againſt the euill woordes of the enwious, and 
the captious tongues of malicious perſons , willingly 
protett it. It pleaſed the Author, to chuſe for Patrons,at 
the firſt, two noble Earles: but me thinkes, none ſo meet 
for defence thereof, being a Spirituall Diſcourſe, as 
Spirituall men: and becauſe it tendes tothe cutting a- 
" of ſecuritie , who better Patrons than they , whoſe 
office is to be vigilant , whereof they haue their names? 
Andamong Biſhoppes , who fitter than they,whoſe au- 
thoritieis ſuch,as none may better, and zeale ſo great, 
as none will ſooner ſeeke, and promote the glorye of 
God ? Wherefore I truſt , both becauſe it is divine, 
your Lordſ{hippes will youchfafe : and becauſe it was 
well col by two worthy men,(but yet Temporal) 
your honours wyll much more willingly allowe the 
fame, being Spirituall, And that you may doo ſo,God, 
for whoſe glory it was firſt made, andis now tranſlated, 
put into your myndes, | 


Your Graces, and Lorſhips moſt 
humble,at commaundement, 
Thomas Rogers. 
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© To theyninerſall (hurch through- 


.- outtheworld, the moſtholy and chaſt daughter 
of Sion , and entirely belaued Spouſe of Ieſus Chriſt 
the Sonne of God, King of all Kings, 
Health , and comfort ia the holy ſpi- 

rit, and the ſpeedie comming of | 
her Bridegroome . 5c, 
= Am notignorant ({weet Sion daugh- 
$Itcr of tbe celeſtial Ieruſalem, and en- 
tirely beloued ſpouſe of Chriſte) in 
\thowe great muſeries thou haſt beene 
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| 9 JSplinged nowe a long tyme , for the 
we =alacke of thy kinde and louing husbad, 
and browne by reaſon of the extreme heat of the Sunne, 
and light of God the father,to which (as yet)thou canſt 
nat approche,yet only,withall his hartembraceth thee; 
as his friend,for fairnes, peercles: & as his wife, for beau- 
tie, ſurpaſsing. For thy blackenes, by his holy ſpirit,he 
hath turned into beautifulnes,and thy vnſeemely ſpots 
of ſinne , by his precious blood are no whitſeen ,and by 
his holy ſpirit he hath woderfully adorned thee within, 
and endued thee with the holy Ghoſt, and the ſcale of 
belecte, ſo that now thou canit not doubt but thathe is 
both faythfull , and fauours thee with all his hart , And 
yetit greatly greeues thee that thy glory which thou w1- 
ſheſtfor, thy comfort, which thou hopeſt for, and thy 
King and bridegrome tor who thou ſo lokeſt, and lon- 
gelt for,is ſo long from thee : And no maruel, forit is 
the propertic ofa faythfull louer , not quietly to beare 
the abſence , but ardent!y to 'defire the preſence, the 
pleaſaunt ſpeech, and louing enibracings of her belo- 
ued . Andyet moſt of all it greeus thee to ſee the ſhame- 
lefſe boldnes of that abhominable ſtrampetthe whore 
of Babilon,which blutheth not to call her ſelfe the one- 
ly ſpouſe of thy Chriſt: & to ca) theean harlot,to boaſt 
of her externall beautie,and to caſtin thy tecth thy _ 
war 
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ward deformutie : to-bragge of her antiquitie, fame and 
glorious eſtate , and to tel thee of thy nouclty, pouertie, 
and miſerie. Henceit commeth , that thou artno where 
in quiet fromſuch taits and chidings,nor thy members 
any where ſafe fro her bloodie perſecution, Hence itis, 
that before the world, which 1s the Son ofthis naughtie 
huſwite, thou art contemned , hated, and afflited:and. 
ſhe as the Queene of heauen is adored , loued, and ad- 
uaunced : with her haucall nations committed fornica- 
tion,and the Kings of theearth haue become frantike 
with Idolatrons wine of her poyſoned doctrine - And- 
hence commeth thy deepe fighes , thy mourntull coun-" 
tenance, and the intolcrable vexation of minde which 
thou art jn,Hence it is, that thou canſt uot be mery. But: 
comfort thy ſelfe, faint not (thou beloued of Chriſt(for 
thy husband for thy fake hath made her naughtines to ,,,. ,., 
beknowen, and ſhe which was ſoloued, is now hated, 
and was glorious for her externall fairnes, is now be: 
come odious t@ her ſpirituall filthines, Haue pacience 
therefore buta little while, and thou ſhalt ſee her to be' 
of none accompt : for thy louer in whom thou deligh- ;- 
teſt, ſhall bring her to ſuch ſhame, as ſhe ſhall not be able ES. 
to ſhowe her head out of hell, when thou ſhalt bein glo- 'Y 
ry with thy beloued. 
Nowewyl Lmake thee priuie,with whom this naugh- 

packe ( which nowe is many wayes knowen to all the 
world) hath:had to do,a long while ſince. Firſt ſheleft to: 
fauour thee, and began to fancie the wicked doctrine of 
the Gentiles : her baude,andthy {worne enemy. Tohn a 
very friend of your husbandes , and moſt fanuliar with 
him, 7b» in his Renelation did-foretell, that immediat-: 
ly(after he hadſeene an Angell flying thorowe the midſt- 
of heanen crying with aloud'voyce, Woe, Woe, Woe,to' 
the inhabitants of the earth )from the other voyces of 
thoſe three Angels,which were yet to ſound, the fift An- 
gel! dyd firſt founde,and he ſaw a ſtarre falling vpon we 
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earth,which was the fall ofthe Popes holines, from ce: 
Icſtiall,to earthly things, and hauing the keyes not of 
heauen,nor of Peter, ( as hedooth yaynely boaſt) but of 
the bottomleſſe pit, the pit of hell, Which when he had 
opened,there came out greatabundance of Locuſtes in- 
to theearth,& had for their king , one whoſe name was 
in Hebrue A4+baddon,in Greeke Apollion. Tothis wicked 
king did that whoore of Babylon plight her fayth , ioyne 
her ſelfe,and altered the name of the Empyre , ſo that at 
length the flouriſhing eſtate of the old Empire vaniſhed, 
and he became the chicfe among al Chriſtan kings. But 
what happened afterward ? Thee Locuſtes, towit , that 
infinite and horrible crewe of idle prelates , Prieſtes and 
Friers,with their abhominable king the Pope of Rome, 
whom Pau/dooth calTov wovTis &neAtixs,the ſonne of 
perdition,afcended from hell , and brought with them 
not the puredo&rine of Gods word, but the poyſoned 
leſſos of diuels, & ſo by the filthy ſmoke of falſe opinios, 
obſcured the ſonne of righteouſneſſe, and infected the 
wholeſomeayre of Chriſtes Goſpel,But now would you 
haue them better deſcribed ? Forſooth they are for their 
intolcrable pride,and threatnings,like vnto horſes , pre- 
pared to the battaile: womens hare they haue, becauſe 
they are in dealings light, in behauiour wanton : Lyons 
reeth, for their crueltie,ſhieldes as it were of iron,to note 
their obſtinacie : In wordes they ſeemed curteous, and 
therefore they had the faces of men, but in deede they 
prooued villanons,and therefore they had in their tailes 
the ſting of Scorpions, Theſe made a noyſeas it were of 
many wings,which noted the fame of the Popes holines, 
And theſe had power to hurt ,andyetnotal things , but 
onely men,and yet not all men, but thoſe which had not 
the marke of God in their forehe2ds. And yet they could 
rotplagueat their pleaſure, bur in certayue monethes: 
andthoſe notin Winter, butin Somer. Sothou ſeeſt O 
daughter of Sion, pure and ynſpotted Virgin,to Rn 
this 
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this vile trumpet Rome,which accordingto Sybil pro- * 
pheſieis become Rume(thatis, violece or crueltie Jhath 
coupled her {clte,w.th whom ihe hath played the barlct, 
and is become drunken with the bloud ot Martyrs, 1it- 
ting vponthat ſeuentheaded bealt horrible in light , 
in deede moſt cruell, 

Now marke I beſeech thee, and call to mynde the 
woordes of thy beloued,which gaue his Apoſtles to vn- 
derliand,that before his comming ,(meaning betore he 
celebrates his mariage in the king dome of his almighty 
father)the ſound of the Goſpel as it were by a Trunapet, 
ſhould be heard throughout all theworld, that ſo, both Mb. 24. 
the number of thy frieudes might be greatly multiplied, | 
and this child of perdition by the final end of all things, 
and his famous comming, vtterly aboliſhed . Which 
| things to thy comfort thou mayſt perceaue to be come 
| to paſſe already, euen about the ſixt houre or midle of 
the ſixt day,or ſix thouſand yeare of the worldes creati- 
on, Thouſceſt how the voyce ofthe Goſpell hath ſoun- 
ded inalquarters of the world, thou ſeeſt how that ſonne 
| of perdition with the whore of Ba#:/o ſitting vpon a 
[ purpled and blody beaſt,is by the breath of Gods word 
confounded : thou ſeeſt alſo( which is moitto thy glory 
and their perpetuall prayſe)how the kings of the earth 
(which were ſometime the tenne hornes and vpholders 
of that beaſt, by whom ſhe receiued both ſuch aucthority 
thatſhe might perſecute,and ſuch titles,that ſhewas ho- 
nored as a Goddefle,and reuerenced as the Queene of 
heauen)thou ſcelt I ſay , whom they dyd honour as a 

Queene. how they doo hate for a Queane : and whom 
they did reuerence lyke a Goddeſſe, how they renounce 
as the greateſt enemy to godlines : and whom they dyd 
by an ignorant zeale inrich with all things that myght 
cauſe her to bein theſight of all men glorious, how they 
worthily-impouerith , and endeuour by all meanes to 
make herodious, So that the number is great which 

| Al. | knowe 


LaQ.lib.7. 
caP,25, 


La&an.s. 


'-x An Epivtle 
owand confeſſe thee to be the true and faithful fpouſe 
of Chriſt. Which,God graunt as they in mouthes con- 
feſſe to fanour thee, ſo in manners they may expreſſe 
Chriſtianitie , and as they ſpeake well , ſo at no tyme 
they may.be ſeduced either bythe vayne pleaſures of this 
world,or by ſubtile ſnares of the diuel fromlouing thee.” 
Wherfore tryumph now thou daughter of Sio-, reioyce 
daughter of Hiersſalem,thou daughter of peace reioyce, 
For behold thy husband the King wil come, thy famour 
wilcome:to thee, and that certainly ,and ſhortly he 
will come butnot poorely,and like aſeruant as before, 
burlike a Soueraygne , like a Kingof al Kings, in ma- 
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_ ieftie triumphing , in much. glory accompanyed with 
 Archappels,and all the hoaſtof heaten,in the Clouds he 


wil come;that ſo he may be reuenged vpon hisenemies, 
and headlong caſt that harlot,and that King of Locuſtes 
the ſonne of pepdition,the image of the beaſt and falſe 
Prophet,into that burning fornace of ynquencheable 
fire ; but his chiefeſt comming ſhalbe to draw thee 
ynto him, and to bring thee into his bed chamber where 
al forrow and fighing layd-a. part , thou ſhalt inioye 
the ptcaſant ſpeech, and'{weete embracementes of thy 
Jouing husband, and ſhalt be-bewtified with al celeſtial 
benefites which haue been appoynted for thee ſince the 
beginning of the world . Which being ſo, I thoughr 
nothing would be more gratefull vnto thee nor better 
recreate thee in theſe thy troubles, than to tearne ſome 
certaine tokens , and heare infallible tidings of thy huſ- 
bandes returne . The confideration whereof, hath cau- 
ſed me for your comfort by writing to place before your 
eyes ſuch yndoubted ſignes of his comming , although 
I wyl{nottake vppon meto tell the very houre, day,and 
yeare (whichis knowenrto God alone) thateaſely you 
will beleeue and perſwadeyour ſelfe that it will not be 
long before he come : this daye will he viſit thee before 
the Sunne be ſet, of which the moſt part is conſumed; 
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noone is paſt, itis now one of the clocke,& therfore his 
comming mult needes be nygh . Theſe and fuch lyke 
things you ſhall perceyueto be handledin this booke. 
Where I haueerred, amend the fault, and forgeue the 
maker : ( forto Jour indgementIſubmutte mee ) which 
is the onely thing 1 defire, after 1 have obtayned your 
earneſt prayers to your beloued, in my behalfe, that I 
may accompany you inthe faith,and ſpintuall bleſsings, 
with which in Chriſt through the meere grace of 
| Godthefatheryou areeſpecially adorned: and that 
.  withyou] may haue the ſame communion ofall 
_ cekſtiall benefites, and be partaker of the king- 
dome of Chriſt, and God the father . Fare 
you well , and God graunt you nowe 
and cuermore the quietneſſe of mind, 
and perpetuall dehghr, with euerla- 
ſtyng comfort in Chriſt, by the - 
bolye Ghoſte , Amen. 
From Emden, 
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37" org al ſames none 3s more odions befare God, 
we | £22 45 incredulitic:doubting both of dinine pro- 
miſes and threatnings notwithſtanding that the 
world and hypocrites (placing all re!igion in ex- 
T% ternal behaniour & ceremones,think the cotra-» 
73. Becauſe that fro that,do ſpring al ſames,of doubting bath 
of God,efr in God,and al wickednes els whatſoener : ſo that we 
may wel affirme, miitruſt to be the canſe of allenils, For who 
# there ſo extremely mad,that willingly would defile hymſelfe 
with any ſme , if he gane ſufficient credite to theſe woords of 
Chriſt : Comeye bleſſed of my. father .&c, Againe : De- 
part from me yeeaccurſed.,into that eternal fire which is 
prepared for the Diuell and his Angels: Or to thoſe words 
of Paule, where he ſayth : We muſt all appeare before the 
tribunall cate of Chriſt : thateuery one may bearc away 
thoſe things which he hath in his body done ,accordin 
to that which he hath committed, beit good or bad. 
Wherefore of theſe may certaynly be gathered, that none of 
them beleene eyther the ſweete promiſes of God,or ſeuere and 
horrible threates , which ſtubbornly reſt his commanrde- 
ments,and do not obey them.For it cannot be that ether belee- 
#ers ſhouldlyue after the fleſh ; or lyuers after the fleſh,ſhould 
be beleeners : becauſe , not beleeners but lyuers after the fleſh, 
ſhall dye. eAnd of this we haue a manifeſt example in that 
rich man, crauyng of Abraham,that he would ſerd Lazarus 
to his fine brethren , towarne them, leaſt they came into that 
place of torment. By which no doubt he would ſygnifie , that 
they would more efteeme the autthoritie of Lazarus com- 
mjng from the dead , then Moſes and the Prophetes . And 
therefore what marueyle if he contemmed charitie , when hs 
cared not for fatth ? T hat when he flowed with ſuch abudance 
of all things , yet nothing at all fauoured pooreT azarus lying 
miſerably before hym? And therfore,becanſe he was without 
fayth and charitie, beyn departed from this world , was caft 
headlong into hell. «And as this wnbeliefe is the very ſpring of 
ſmme,andof all ungrationſnes the gulfe,inwhich, all m—_ 
BELAan 


| THE PREFACE, | 
nerated are drowned : ſo contrarywyſe , true and Chriflian 
fayth ( by whichwe hane a ſure truit ro Gods mercy,and free 
remiſſion of our ſmmes , promiſed to vs through the merites of 
Chriſt the ſonne of God ) is the linely fountaine in Chriſt, by 
the helpe of the holy ghoſt, of lone bath of God and our neigh- 
bour,anditis ( at one woorde ) the cauſe of allſprritual good, 
which followeth her as neceſſarily as heate doth fire , Becauſe 
it is meete ( if beleeners line after the ſpirite ) that the holy 
ghoſt ſtirre in the hke motions, to hym ſelfe, But yet alas great 
infirmitie and weakneſſe is in the faithfull , although regene- 
rate , ſo that not ſeldome they ſtande indoubt of Gods pro- 
miſes , and therefore hane great neede of proppes, to keepe 
them from falling - for we are more delighted with apparant | 
and preſent things, than with future and inuiſible . For naty- Hebr,u, 
rally thoſe things which are obieft vnto vs doo more mone our 
ſenſes, than thoſe which are of faith, which is the ſubſtance of 
things to be hoped for, an argument of things not appearing, 
whoſe bitle ſparke ſometyme appeareth in vs,and is much to J 
raiſed by the woard of God, that it may the more increaſe and 
quicken our dead members with the heate of the holy GhosF. 
Alſo in our greateit temptations, and moit cruellperſecution, 
the Diell.togeather with our vile fleſh , bring great doubts in. 
#0 our myndes, of the promiſes of God, effectally when we be- 
hold the vngodly to line in this world in all pleaſure,to their 
hartes deſire, ioyfully : which thing that kingly Prophet Dauid Plalm.7z, 
inhis Pſalmes dooth at large and plainly teach vs. And ther- 
fore the miſeries of this lyfe are the more eaſily borne when we 
doo as it were behold the ende of them before our eyes, Of 
which it commeth , that to the godly ( truely thinking them 
ſelues to wander in this world , not to line in their owne coun- 
trey) the remembraunce of theſe enylles is pleaſant, and is 4 
| great comfort m all miſeries, to thinke by aeath , in that laſF 
commyng of Chrift , at the length, that they ſhal have a mo#t 
free entrance into that celeftial Fheru/alem. freeet,and eternal 
"Commrey, of which in amoſt aſſured hope by fayth,they know 
_ them ſelucs citizens. 
4 A itt, Wherefare 


THE PREFACE, 

Wherfore I haue thought it very expedient by certaine ar= 
guments, to ſet againit all mfideluie , the deftrme of the Pro= 
phetes and Apoitles, concernyng the laft commyng of Chrit 
ro the vninerſall indgemet, before which , in the ruine of this 
wretched world, ſhall m a moment appeare the reſurretlion of 
the fleſh, and a ſodaine change of all men linyng . So that all 
mittruſt and vnbeliefe , the Quagmyre of all maner of wic- 
kedneſſe (in which many men lye in great ſlumber , and ſleepe 
ſecurely)may earnestly be a , true fayth in dinine pro= 
miſes may be riſed,onr hope of attaynyng an happy life , and 
delmerance from all troubles , may be nouriſhed, and we the 
more vigilant, leaſt vpon a ſodaine, that great day of the Lord - 
(horrible to the vngodly , but to the godly comfortable Yun- 
awares oppreſſe vs, and the ſpouſe find vs ſober wyſe , andpre- 
pared to the feaſt, not without oyle in our Lampes.For his £0. 
ming in this laſt age of the world,without doubt 15 not farre,c5y* 
maketh great hait, and wyll not (as many ſuppoſe) linger. _ 

a therfore,inthis litle woorke , Thane determined by ſome 
ofthe booke. eHident places of the Scripture, firit to prone, that there ſhalbe 
one day a generall deſtruttion of this worla, and an vnmerſall 
and laſt ivdgement of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt the ſonne of God, 
#riwhich all the promiſes of God ſhall to the uttermoſt be ful- 
filled, and his great threates ſhall takg effeft, Then by the 
teſtimonies of holy Scripture we wil ſhew, that the age of this 
world ſhallnot be more then ſixe thouſand yeres : & that the 
fext thouſand (inwhich we now lme,whoſe tyme is more than 
halfe paſt) becauſe of mtollerable wickedneſſe, and ſhame 
leſſe ſecuritie of men , ſhal not be fully finiſhed, And to this 
ſnalbe added certaine ſmguler ſignes , by conrſe of tyme and 
yeares woonderfully green with the inclmations of the 
Starres,(if credit may be genen to HMathematicians ) which 
things notwithſtading Ireferre to the indgemet of the Church 
and doftors of more diſcretio . Laſt of all,certainproofes ont of 
Scripture ſhalbe brought of the maner of Chriſt his compng,c+ 
of the effett of the laſt indgemit:with an exhortatio to watch- 
fulneſſe,for that moſt ioy ful commyng of our bridegrome. of 
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| Oftheſecond comming of Chriſt, fol. 1. 
a comfortable diſcourſe. 


That there ſhale a deftruftion of 


this world,a reſurre&tion of the fleſhe,and a 
general mdgement of al mankinae. 


Specially (ſetting. apart all 0- 
ther darke ſignificatios of the 
2|worlde,which in holy Scrip- 
|ture are to be founde euery 
2 where ) in this place talking 
Go $87 | of his deſtruction, we take the 
ER ſame (as 4riForle doth in his 
| booke of the world)for a knit- 
2 :yj ting togeather of celeſtiall 
and inferiour bodyes dif- 
poſed by Arte, which doth contain liuing creatures, 
and all other things which are ingendred.,and remaine 
incuery part. And becauſe in the ſame is to be ſeene 
a wonderful ſhewe,therfore do the Latizes yery wel take 
his denomination from fayrenes , fo that they call the - 
world as the Grecians doo, xorpcy,a goodly ſhew'or or- 
nament,from the perfect excellencie thereof, as Phnie © 
writeth : which woonderfull peece of woorke(as appea- 
'reth by the manner of his creation , and holy Scripture 
dooth playnely and ſufficiently auouch. the ſame) was 
only to that ende builded, that it ſhould be a houſe or 
dwelling place for mankinde. For when our moſt migh- 
ty and eternall God by his woord of power.had created 
.of nothing all things,as well fenſlefſe,as hauing lite ,at 
length he'made Adam,whom he appoyntedLord of all 
creatures,and poſſeſſor of Paradsſe,ſitnated inthe midſt 
of this goodly and glorious world: & faſhioned him alſo 
Bs | © opright 


DT: render re 


vpright,andinnocent(according to his owne lkenefle) 
that rhe Lord God ofhim might worth-ly be worihip- 
ped. Here the vnſpeakableloue of God towards man- 
kind, is moſt diligently to be conſidered. For if the Lord 
God torour ſakes hath erected this famous and excel- 
lent piece of worke, to be an abiding place for mankind, 
of which he would gather to himſelt a perpetual church, 
how fayre and glonous ſhall we thinke that euerlaſting 
Temple to be,which he hath prepared for his elect in 
Chriit,and for his heanenly and celeſtial warriours? In 
which place we ſhall enioy the ſight of our cuerlaſting 
God,and ſhall knowe hymin mate{tie and glory euen as 
he is,Truely no compariſon of excellency betwene theſe, 
can ſo much asin imagination be conceyued , although 
the beautie of this world and vniuetſity be ſuch,as mans 
wit cannot ſufficiently thinke of the ſame. Becauſe as 
between the creature and the creator thereis no equali- 
ty,{o greatis the oddes between viſible things created, 
and {uperceleſtial, to vs altogeather inuiſible, where the 
ſonne of God with all Saints, inthe circuite of all An- 


gels with God the father,hath his eternal ſeate and cott- 


nuall abiding, Burt all men through the fal of Adam, 
are become vnworthy of that place which was appoyn- 
ted for Adam being pure from ſinne and ynſ{potted. 
Neither had the world any more burne him according 


to this immutable ſentence of God (Ar what tyme thou ; 


ſhalt eate of the tree of kuowledge of good and enill. thou ſhatt 
dye the death)had notthat ouer mercifull God through 
his deepe & ſecret counſaile,receyued him &al theele& 
into fauor by the promiſed ſeed of the woman, by Chriſt 
the ſonne of God, which was to comein the fleſh . And 
therfore if the world haue hitherto,andas yet ſhall con- 
tinue, itis only done for their ſakes which are choſen' in 
Chriſt : whoſe number being ful, the world of neceſſitic 
muſt fayle,and fall downeflat :for which cauſe the Lord 
hath a certayne tyme of the worlds deſtruction : becauſe 
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a comfortable diſcom ſe. fol.2. 


by the finne and wickednes of vngodly men being mar- 
ucilouſly polluted and accurſed,it dooth together with 
all other creatures(as Saynt Paxle ſayth ) ſubie& to the Rem,8. 
ſame corruption , deſire a deliuerance from euill. And 
| therefore thx this vniuerſall world may be brought to 


his former integritie, it muſt ofneceſsity be conſumed 
and burne with fire in the comming of theLord, as E- xcy, 6, 
ſay witneſſeth ſaying : Beholde the Lord will come in fire,and 
| his chariot ſhalbe like a whirlewinde, that he may render his 
indignation in heate,and his correttion in flames of fire :be- 
cauſe the Lorde will inage in fire, AndS. Peter fayth: The |, _ 
day of the Lord will come like a theefe , at which tyme the © © 
heanens with great ſpeede ſhall vamiſh.the Elements with 
that heate ſhalbe diſſolued: and the earth with all comtayned 
in the ſame, ſhalbe conſumed with fire. No marueile then 
though Ethnikes and moſt famous Philoſophers 
following the deuiſes of their owne brain, ſtraungers 
altogether, and ignorant in ſcripture, haue had very ma- 
ny prophane cogitations of the world . 4ri#otle the wiſtorte, 
Prince of Philoſophers,dreameth that the world neuer 
had beginning : becauſe{as he faith) the gods in this in- | 
finite eternitie haue not been idle. But P/zto being of Plato in Ti- 
another mynd,wil that the world was made,yet he thin- ***: 
keth the ſame to be Animal inmortale:s A creature which = 
_ ſhalluct dye, but remayne for ever. Plmie beleeueth the —_ 9, 
| worldto be an eternall and ynmeaſurable godhead, Soy hw 
neyther begotten at any tyme ,nor ſhalbe deſtroyed. O- 
thers(as Epicures) imagin that there is not one world Epicures. 
onely,but infinite, wherof ſome take place,as others a- 
uoyde. Platoallo teſtingly ſaith, that before nynethou- Tlats in 
ſand yearespaſt,there was another manner of Arhens, co. 
and farre better citizens. | | 
8 Herodotus ſaith,that thee Egiptians haue made men- X89 , 
tion of tenne thouſand yeares and aboue, of the worlds 
continuance,and yet they haue obſerued, that the places 
of the riſing and going downe of the Sunne haue been 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
twiſe chatiged, {o that where now it falleth,there ithath 
riſen twiſe,8 hath twiſe there gone down, where itriſeth 
now. But more woondertull and execrable is it , thata- 
mong the people of God ſhould be ſuch Saducies,and a- 


_—_ mong Chriſtians ſhould be ſuch men , which of ſet pur- | 
poſe,againſtthe manifeſtwoord of God dare boldly ſay { 
and per{wade the (clues, that the world neither had be- | 

Fay 56. ginnyng , nor ſhall haue end;that there ſhall be no reſur= - | 


Sapien.s, Tection of the fleſh,no lite after this life, no rewardes for 
well dooing,no puniſhmentfor ſinne:& that theworld, | 
as itis now,{o hath it been, and ſhall continue foreuer. 
which kind of men are plaine ad:or,men which neither 
belceue thereis any God , or diuine prouidence at all. 
AndI1 feare me,the moſt part of makind(ſuch as are cal- 
led in the holy Scripture , worldly mynded,and carnall, 
althpugh they ſeeme neuer ſo ſpirituall , catholike, and 
wquld be counted Goſpellers)by thelike fiftions, and | 
dayly ſuggeſtions of the Dinel(although not ſo wilfully) | 
fatter themſclues, & gladly would be brought into that 
opiniap : thatſo in a deſperate ſecuritie they may ſpend 
their dgyes, and augment their impietie, | 

Divers profes Againſt which apparant dotage, & wicked cogitatios 

ourof the ofnaughtiemen through want of true knowle ge , by 

wordeof the infun&tofSati,and corruption of the mind of man, 

F itſtandes vs vppon to arme our {clues with theworde of 

= - God, and confirme our conſciences by the teſtimonies 
of Chriſt , of the Prophets,and Apoſtles, The holy ſcrip- 
turein many places dooth playnly tell vs, that one day 
the ſonne of God Chriſt ſhall come to iudge thequicke 
and the dead,all fleſi ſhall riſe,and the world ſhalbe con- 
ſumed with fire,as the aboue recited teſtimonies beare 
witnes. Toproue thereſurre&tion of the fleſh,very ma- 

| ny proofes may be alleaged both out of the old & newe 

2, Coras, teſtament, Butamongſtal,the diſputation of Paul may | 
ſuffice vs, where by many argumentes he confirmesthe 
relurreRion of the fleth, and copiouſly and ſufficiently 


dooth 


pe ww 7 


fame, their goods,and their life ?So that truth is ſo plain 


thatheis thetruth, and the life, and that hetelleth vs 


a comfortable diſcourſe. — fol.z. * 
dooth alſo proue,that we mult allſtand before the try- | 
bunall ſeate of Chriſt;to receiue eternal rewards for our 


deedes be they good or bad . And Chriſtfayth : Mat- 1yu,s, 
uell notat this , tor the day will come in which all which 


- areinthe graues ſhall heare the voyce of the ſon of God, 


and thoſe which haue doone wel, ſhall come forth to the 
reſurre&ion of lyfe, but thoſe which haue dooneeuill, 
tothe reſurrre&ion of iudgement . To this purpoſe may 
be recyted othet infinite places ofholy ſcripture,and al 
ſo the creede of Thapoſiles, Nicene, and Arhanaſian:But 
Ipray you what auailed religion, faith , hope, and that 
great pacience of Chriſtians 1n al their troubles,and cru- 
ell perſecutions, if this doctrine of the conſummation of 
the worlde, and of the comming of the Lord, with that 


' which belongeth thereunto ,(which of all others, maye 


moſt abſurdly bethought)were but a vaine imaginatio 7Þ* —_ 
of theProphetes , of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, and of all prophers, of 
the Martyrs in the Church,when as no cauſe can be ſup- Ctriſt,aud 


poſed , which myght driuethem to the looſing of their —_ 


blood of Mare 
8& apparant, that a Godly 8 well diſpoſed mynde makes tyrs. 


thataſure argument ofthe worlds decay.For theſe god- 

ly men of all others in theworld moſt miſerable, ſuffred 
thoſegreeuousand direfull things, not for the hope of 

vayne glory, ordeſire of riches: but for the lone of Chriſt poor Fom 
through the ſecret motions of the holy Ghoſt , perſwa- thereſtimeny 
dyngthemſelues thatin Chriſte was hid the treafure of ***Þ*boly 


trueriches andeternall glory . Wherefore it behouerh * hy 
vs vndoubtingly to thinke theyr doctrine to be true & 


celeſtiall, and notto proceede from their owne braine, 
but to be delivered vnto them by Chriſte, and his holy c,;awn a. 
ſpirit:and therather,bicauſe Chriſt ofhimfelfe doth ſay, whoritie, = 
frothe boſome of his father : and the father ſaith(inthe 

preſence of three Apoſiles)fro heauen: This i my belowed Marth.vp 


ſonne ju whi ] ampleaſed, heare him: which yoyceof god 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


Luc.s, Was alſo heard in Tordan when Tohn was baptiſing him. 


Math. z 


Math , 24,25. 
Marke.1;, 
Luke, 21, 


This coeterrall ſon of God,woord of the euerlaſting fa- 
ther,creator of all things, our redeemer Chriſt , of ſer 


purpoſe taught his Apoſtles certain tokes of the worlds | 


deitructio, & his comming toindgemet. And alſoin his 
laſt Sermos(betore he yeelded him ſelf in our behalfeto 
the croſle)he playnly dooth as it were depaynt and (et 
the ſame before theyr eyes,and counſayles them,and a- 
mog theeſpecially thoſe which were to liue afterwards, 
to bewatchtul, ſober, prepared, andready , leaſtin his 
terrible viſitatio (whoſe differring brings to much ſecu- 
ritie to the reprobate, and condemned perſons ) ypon 
the ſodayne they be entrapped, and as it were taken 
in the ſnare, Al which , AHatthewe , cMarke , and Luke 
doo abundantly ſet foorth. So thatthe truth teaching ' 
the ſame, nothing ought too bee more credible and 
certayne to a Chriſtian man , then that the worlde 
(his tull tyme being expyred the prouidence of God the 
etcrnall father ſo diſpoſing the ſame) ſhall paſle away: 


 andthat Chriſt our Lord thall come in the cloudes of 


Proofe from 
Propheſies, 


Eſay. 9.1, 
35449. 53» 


Danicl-cap,3+ 
7.8.9.1, 


heauen to the laſt and vniuerſall judgement. 
The holy Prophets likewiſe haue by diuine inſpirati- 


on foretold many things, ofthe comming of Chriſt in 


thefleſh, ofhis docirine,death,and reſurrection , alſo of 
the chaunge of Empires,& of the ruine of many townes, 
all which are fully come to paſſe : ſo that now they may 
ſeemenot by euet to haue foretold, but to haue drawne 
atrue and certayne hiſtoric of theſe things, How linely 
Eſay dooth expreſſe the natiuitie, perſon, doctrine, mi- 
racles,death,and reſurre&ion of Chrit,it is well knowne 
ynto all though but meanely reade in the Scriptures. 
Likewiſe Damel/in many places ſeemeth not to haue 
propheſied,but orderly to haue written things already 
doneof the continuall alterations of Empires, and of 
the comming of Chriſt, that well he may be called the 
great hiſtoriographer.Now what ſhal we ſay,Sithin _ 
an 


</ 


_ _ — teaſe. ” fol ri | ka : 


andallother things their propheſies haue taken effec, 
and ith they by oneand the lame ſpirit haue ſignified 
of the ſecond coming of Chriſtin which he ſhal declare 
| himſelfto beaneternal king of al kings & principalities, 
that theſe ought notto be tinaſhed?yes vndoubtedly:ſo 
that he ſhal put al kingdos of the world vnder his feet,&: 
| ſhalhew thelikeaſtone,whichis cuttro the mountain, ,,, .. 
| Heappearedynto king Nabnchodonozor without hands 

| to bruſethatgreacImage which offredir ſelfe ynto the. 

| King in his ſleep: ynder which,according to the interpre 

. tatioof Daziel,were figuredal the empires ofthe world. p.ic,r, 
And the ſame heautly Prophet by the ſame ſpirirdid fore 
tel that God would rayſe vpan euerlaſting and perpetu- 
al kingdom, which al the Sain&ts of God after iudgment 
ſhal poſſeſſe world without end. Now what let is there? 

why by like certaynty thoſe things ſhal not be fulfilled 
which haue ben ſpoken afore,of the deſtruction of this 
world, & eternal gouernmtt of Chriſt:Sith that kingdom 
1s perpetual , & not to be onerthrown,prepared for the 
Saints of God frocuerlaſting,as faith & Chriſtia Religio 
do confirme. And from the lame ſpirit oftruth are theſe 
things vttered: Gods prouidencealfo is certayn. His e- 
ternal pleaſure not changeable:and his power,which of 
nothing created the world,nothing is wanting . Where 
of thoſe things none except either a mad man or poſle(- 
ſed with ſome ſpirit, can rayſe any doubt. 

Beſides, the eternaliuſtice of god the righteous judge þ,,,c.c.. 
| doth greatly exa&, that euery man might be rewarded the iuſtice of 
according to his deſerts,of which muſt needs be gathe- God. 
red, that the ſtates of good men muſt be glorious,of wic- 
ked moſt miſerable, Which commeth to paſſe cleane co- 
trary in this wretched world, where moſt commonly 
goodand wel diſpoſed perſons are with troubles tor- 
mented, with baniſhment moleſted, with loſle of goods 
ynpuniſhed,and with al miſeries ouerwhelmed: but the 
wicked are with delicious fare nouriſhed, with goodsinri 
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Palme, zz, 


Eay,65, 


Of the ſecond comming of Crit, 


ched,with offices preferred,and for authority-honored, 


As Dawdin theſe wordes dooth bitterly complain: Ay 
feet were almo#t gon,and my — had welzigh ſlpt:And 
why? Iwas greened at the wicked when Iſawe them in ſuch 
profperitie:For they are inno peril of death, but are luity and 
ſtrong : They labor not ke other men, neither are they pla- 
gued lik other folke:and therefare pride compaſſeth them as- 
adooth a chame:and they haue put on the garment of cruelty: 
Their eyes are ſwollen with fatnes,,+ they doo what they bt: 
They mar others and ſpeake marucilouſly,yea they blaFpheme 
the moſt higheſt. And alitle after: Behold theſe vngodly pro- 
fper in the world,and enrich themſelues greatly:and I ſaid,the 
hane Iclenſed myne hart in vayne,and waſhed my handes in 
#:mocencie : All the day long hane I been puniſhed,and chaſte- 
med euery morning : yea,and Thad almoſt ſayd enen as theys 
but loe,then ſhould I haue codemned the generation of thy chil. 
dren.Andtherfore there muſt of neceſsitie be another 


life after this,in which, according to the iuſt iudgment 


of god,cuery ma mult receyueeternal & worthy recom- 
pence for their woorkes, be they good or bad : eternall 
glory,or eternall infamie.Euen as Da»:dalſointhe ſame 
Pſalmeto the comforting of himſelfe and the Church, 
telleth vs in theſe woordes: Ther thought I ta wnderſtand 
this ,but it was to hard for me qontil wet into the fanttuarie of 
God,then vnderſtoode I the end of theſe men. Namely , howe 
thou ha#t ſette them in ſlippery places , and wilt make thens 
fall downe into deſolation.O how ſuddaynly doo they confume, 
waniſh,and come to afeareful end:yea ent as a dreame are they 
when one awaketh:Lord when thou raieſt the dead, thouwile 
deſpiſe their image And beſides eſpecially it agreethto the 
diuine iuſtice(after all good workes or bad committed 
in this body)that al bodies knir with their foules , doo 
riſe, and receyue that which they haue deſcrued. Which 
thing E/2zy moſt playnly dooth ſignify in this manner: 
Al fleſh ſhall come ta worſhip before my face , ſayth the gy 
” 
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a comfortable diſcomſe. fol - , J 


Avd they ſpall come foorth and ſee the dead boayes of men, 
which hane done wickedly agaynſt me:theyr worme ſhall not 
die,and their fire ſal not be extmguiſhed, &c. And Tobin RM 
plain words doth witnes, that thoſe bodies which we 
now haue,we ſhal receyue again. For thus he ſuth-/kow 
that my redeemer liueth and that I ſpall riſe in the laſt azy 
from the earth,and ſhalbe clad agayne with my ſkin, and in my 
fleſh 1 ſhall ſee God,whom I my ſelfe ſhall beholde , and mine 
eyes ſhal ſee and none other.T he (as Eſay writeth) ſal death 
be witerly delinered , and the Lord God ſhall waſh away al Bſay.25, 
teares from _ face,and wil take the reproch of his people 


from the earth becauſe the Lord hath ſpoken it. Neyther ( as 


Tohn ſaith in his renelation)all there be death any more, | 
nor weeping,nor cry neither any more griefe, becauſe the for. *29*7\Ws 
mer things are past. | ati 

Moreouer,theLord God is not onely iuſt, but allo ,, giuine 
truth it ſelfe. And therfore al thoſe things which by the uk, 
Prophets and Apoſtles through the inſtin& of the holy 
Ghoſt he hath reuealed touching the end of the world, 
the ReſurreRis of the fleſh, thelalt iudgment of Chriſt, 
and theeternall life of the godly,and the eternal death 
of the wicked whichis to come,ſhall ſo certainly come, 
as nothing ought to be more certayn vnto vs, notwith- 
ſanding that mans reaſon,and the doctrine of the Phi- 
mn 17 canot ſufficietly coceiue the ſame. For if he be - 
truth, how can helie?or fith al which hath been ſpoken 
aforeof Chriſtes comming in the fleſh,of his death,and 
reſurrection , of alteration of Empires, be ſufficiently 
fulfilled : How can we otherwiſe hinke,but that theſe 
things which of the ruine of the world, and of Chriſtes 
eternall kingdome reuealed vnto ys of our moſt migh- 
ty and bleſſed God, muſt likewiſe come to paſſe?Eſpeci- 
ally ſith all which hath been ſpoken, was to no other 
end ſpoke , but to proue this:and the ſumme of Chriſti. 
anreligion conſiſtes intheſe things. 

Which demonſtration going before, and true teſti- 

monies 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrifl, 
monies of holy Scripture,in my indgement may ſuffice 
both to the ſtrengthening of our fayth , and cutting of 
al doubting of that noble comming of Chriſt our Lord | 
toiudgment,ofthe end of this ſinfull world, ofthe glo- 
rious exhortatio of his Church,and of the vtter damna- {| 
tion of the reprobate . Whereforenow I willendeuour | 
by teſtimonies of diuine Oracles,probable reaſons, and 
coniecures, to ſhewe that the world cannot paſſe the 
time of ſixe thouſand yeares, 


C50 ———= =_ 


That the world ſhall not endure 


aboue ſixe thouſand yeares. 


=o | Ain Auguſtine, and many moe of anti- 
2<©\|quitie, togeather with moſtlearned men 

FH! of our time, and my maſters,excellentlie 
TAR ceneinal things, Philly Melancton,and 

8 JS _ Predin, a man of ripe learning & 

| —=@Tudgment, Moderator of Groningaze, 
haue beene of this opinion , that that Propheſie of Eas 
concerning the worldes continuance ſixe thouſande 
b yeares,is withoutall doubt true, and tobe credited. 
29 Notwithſtanding that Propheſic is not to be read in the |} 
: holy ſcripture, butin the bookes of the Ravires, as inthe 
+ firſt Chapter , and firſt booke Abodazara. Allo in the 
4 fourth part of the Tha/nudicianworke, in the Sanhedrin 
booke, aud laſt Chapter ofthe ſame, and other places, 
Elias Provhe. WRETE thats alleaged of the Rabines for thetrue ſaying 
Y 2 of Ehas .The words aretheſe: Two thouſand vaine, Twa 
thouſand the Lawe, Two thouſand Chriſt . And forour 
ſinnes which are many and marueylous, ſome yeares 
which are wanting ſhall not be expired. 

By which ſaying , the worldis notably denided into 
threeages, oreſpeciall courſes, and dooth ſhewe both 
when Chriſt ſhould come,and how long the ſtate of _ 

+54 h world { 
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| 


world ſhould continue . Two thouſand yeeres was the 
world without any lawes, ordeyned expreſſely by the 
woorde of God , which being finiihed , Circumciſion, 8: 
atterwarde the Lawe was giuen, and acertayne gouern- 
ment, and true manner ot worſhippyng oft God, was 
inſtituted by the worde of God , But about the middle 
age of the world , when as three thouſande yeares were 
paſt, to wit, inthe tyme of /oſaphat King of 1uda, and 
Achab King of 1ſ7ael, did this diuine Prophete vtter this 
Propheſie, by which he did fignifie the true and certain 


 tymeof Moſes gouernment, and ofthe comming of the 


Meſsias or ſonne of God, which ſhould manifeſt himſcif, 
preach, and be crucified of the /ewes. And he ſhewed, 
thatalmoſta thouſand yearesdid remaine, before Chriſt 
ſhould come and the Goſpell begin to be Preached,and 


abouttwo thonſand yeares after his commg;the world 
. ſhould periſh and come tonought, Now fith according 


to this Propheſie of Ehas , the euent hath prooued two 
thouſand yeres to haue been palt before Circumciſio, & 
manifeſting the law,8 two thouſand alſo to have paſled 
when Chriſtcame , (for vntill the thirtie yeare.of Chrilts 
age,at which time /oh» did prepare the way tothe Lord, 
& Chriſt began to accompliſhe the will of lis father,did 


the fourth thouſande continue ) itis to be thought vn- 


j- doubtedly , thatnow inthe old age of the world,the e-. 


vent will aunſweare to his Propheſie : and that as in the 


' middle, and flouriſhing ſtate of the world, God caried 


Elas by afiry chariot into heauen, ſoin the endeand va-. 
niſhing tyme thereof , he will exalt vs with him ſelfe into. 
the celeſtiall habitation , of which no doubr Elas wasa 


| figureconſtituted of God.But(as Ear faith)ſomeyeres 
 ſhalbewantivg. For the Lord God, becauſe of wicked- 


neiſe, ſhall haſten his comming, ſo thar fixe thoufande 
yecres may not fully beexpired, Which propheſic was- 
vttered by E/as,through the holy ghoit, and is no fiGi- 
onof the Rabines , as are many things inthoſe Thalmu- 
8 "oaks dictan: 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, | 
dicia books, & may in my judgment, be cofirmed by the 
anſweare of /7ie/the Angel vnto the demaiids of Eidras, 
although Hrerome , and thoſe which tollow him, doubt 
hereof,Bur Theodore Biblrander inthe explicationof E/- 
: dras his dreame,doth fay, that Hierome dyd rather imi- 
Theindge- tate theraſhnes ofthe Tewes , than probable reaſon, And 


ment of Bib- _ | 
kiderconcer. Proueth by many moſt playne argumentes , this fourth 


_ booke to be E/dras owne booke, Propheticall,& diuine: 
ene Pooke & faith: That marueil itis not though this diuine booke 
* _ (becauſeitmoſtPlainly telleth of the raigne , & chicfeſt, 
lawful, avd cuerlaſting kingdoe of Icſus Chritt,& alſo of 
therefuſall of the Tewes , and conuerſion of the 1/7alites 
ynto Chriſtthe Lord)be diſpiſed of the blinded ſfinagog 
ofthe ewes, which dowilfully ſet them ſelues againſt 
their ſautonr:andalſo addeth that this booke is yet ex- 
The anfoveare £4Dtin the Hebrue tongue,and was tranſlated out of the. 
of vriel ts f{ame.Tothjs Eſdras (demainnding of Yrie!/the Angell, 
Wdras, whether the time paſt, be greater than the time thats to 
come,or whether that which is ro come.exceed the time 
paſt?)the Angeldoth anſweareby two ſimilitudes: And 
doth ſhewe ynto him firſt a burting fornace , and after- 
ward,a watrie cloud, 8 faith: Marke whether the fire do 
ouercomethe ſmoke,& the ſhowre the drops?or other. 
wiſe?To whom Eft-as faith: I fee Lord, thata very great 
ſinoke doth paſſe away,T fee alfoa great ſhowre to come 
powring down. but afterward, Iperceiue the flame to 0- 

uercome the ſmoke & the drops the ſhowre. Then ſaith 
- the Angel:Now indgeofthe continuance of the world. |} 
Euen as firſt the ſmoke yanquiſheth the fire, & the drops | 

the ſhowre: ſo the yeres of the time palt,thal exceede the 
time which is to come. But now,2ccording tothe copu- 
tation of yeeres, it is euident that E/dras lived about the 
third thouſand and bne hundred yeere after the worlds 
creatio,& a while after Cyr#5 death:from. which time, a- 
bouetwo thouſand yeres are coſumed. Wherfore,wedo 
ſee this propheſie narueilouſly to agree with that of E- 


lias 


4. Efdras.4, 


&a:.and the ende of the world to be nigh at hand. 
Moreouer, bycauſe the holy ſcripture doth witneſſe, 

thatathouſand yecres with God,is but as one day,&al- 

ſo that the Lord god fixe daies was occupied in framing 


the world, burthe ſcueth day reſted: therfore 2/e/atts, 
Ofrander,& others, have put a great miſterie in the ſame, 
and haue perſwaded themſelues,that from this number 
of dayes,that ſaying of Eras was borrowed : which me 
thinkes to be true, For enen as Godin ſixe daies made al 
things,and reſted the ſeuenth :ſo by the miniſterie of lus 
mi inthis life within the copaſſc of ſix thouſand yeres 


he will gather bis Church, with which in the ſeuenth he 

will celebrate and. keepe holy his everlaſting Sabboth. 

Caſpar peucerns thinkes Orpheas to baue been of this 0- 

pinion,whoſe woordes P/aro did thus recite: 

| UTH &V AVER KOTA TAUTET AL KOSLUCY ld bg. 
Although inal the ſacred ſcripture there be no place 


as touching the determinatio ofany certain time,more 


agreeing with ELasPropheſie, then that anſweare of V- 
riel vnto Eſdras :yet will we proue the ſame to be moſt 


_ true, by things alredy paſt, by the ſtate of things preſent, 


& other tokens,as hereafter in their place orderly ſhalbe 
ſhowen. Neither is it to be doubted, but that by the cer- 
tain prouidence, predeſtination,& wiſdome of God ,all 
things for bis glory, & the ſafetic of his Church be mar- 
vellouſly mainteined, &to farother purpoſe theany ma 
can imagin, And therfore vnder the chit hiſtories of the 
oldteſtamer, we ſee our moſt bleſſed & mighty God to 
haue hidden great Miſteries to be types, figures, & ſha- 
dowes,of the life,death,reſurreRio,& ratgne of chriſt, as 
the ſtorie of 4brahas offering of !/aac,of 1oſeph the Patri- 
arch,of the brazen Serpent, of Samſon, Daxid,lanvas the 


a comfortable diſcomſe. fol. 7, © 


Plalm, 90, 
2. Peter, 2, 


Conieaure 
from the ſixe 


daies of crea» 


tion,. 


Prophet,which was three daies in the belly of a whale. & CenicQure of 
ſo likewiſe ſome other learned men, very probably haneHenoch by 


generaticn 


reaſoned, that Henoch: being fro Adam the ſeutth, was a{h. fwmk 


figure of the laſt udgmet, & of our aſceding into heauE.from adam,. 


C.ul \.. "-HoE 


Of theſecond comming of Chriſt, || 
Forcuen as the corporall death bycauſe ofſinne forcea- | | 
bly did raigne & beare {way ouer the ſixe tathers of the | | 
Church,to wit,ouer Adam, Serh,Enos, Kenan, Mahalabel, || 
and /arcd, but vpon the ſeuenth which was Ezoch,could 
exerciſe no force or powetatall: ſolikewile by the ſpace { 
of {ix thouſand yeres,which time the world,ſhal endure, ] 
death ſhall bzare a ſwaye, but in the ſeuenth thouſande, 
which ſhalbe the beginning of the celeſtial & euerlaſting | 
lie, his force & ſting being loſt , heſhalvtterly be aboli= þ 
ſhed, To which thing 74s in his Epiſtle had reſpeRe, 

 _ which faith, thatthis Heroch the ſeueth after Adam,dyd 
Bia, foretelofthelaſtindgmet. Which indgmctis giue of E- 
lias,that he ſhould be atype & figure ot his own prophe- 
ſie, Andit is ſaid,that as Henoch in generation,ſo Ehasin 
coputation of yeres,was the ſeueth after Adam, For itis 
reported,that next vnto Adam, was Merhaſalah:next to 
Adethuſalah,Sem:to Sem,Tacob:to Tacob , Amraito Amra, 
Abia:& to Ahia,Elias the Prophet.Now if this accopt of 
Elias be altogether true(as many do coniecure)there is 
nodoubt but the lord god,would in his wodertul works 
declared to his Saints & choſen, haue many ſecret mitte:. 
ries,thatin the coſideratio ofthe, we might be inflamed 
with deſire of the celeſtial & moſt bleſſed life. Herelet vs | 
coſider,that before the ſeuenth thouſand yeare, we {hal- 
be taken vp,to meete the Lord in the clouds, euen as E- 
Las by a firie chariot and horſes,was litted vp to heauen, 
Finally alſo the Euangeliſts and Apolſtles,cal the time 
fro Chriſts incarnatio yntill the end of the world,the laſt 
:.Peter., Hhoure,or laſt times, S. Peter ſaith: Chriſt was manifeſtea 
Hebr.g, #nthelaſttimes; And tothe Hebrewes Paule wryteth:z 
Chriſte once was offered in the ende of the world , Nei- 

| _ theristhis time of the Apoſtles therefore called thelaſt, 

| | bycauſe that certainly the ende of the world is at hande: 

1 but becauſe,according to E/as diſtributis,it is thelaſt of } 

. the three ages of the worlde :( which without al doubte 

i they reſpefted;)Neitheris it to be deemed, that this - 

. winte of Pp on 
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hefie was vynknowento them,but rather that by reue- 
Goin of the holy Ghoſt,it was ſingularly renued : and 
therefore they calin deede this laſtage of two thouſand 
yeares,(in the beginning of which al propheſies and vi- 


{ fonsby Chriſtwereto be fulfilled) the laſt times, and 


houre. Theſe now be the teſtimonies, & comectures, by 
which I haue ſtudied to proue,(& haue ſatiffied my felf) 
that this world ſhal not cotinue aboue the ſpace of ſixe 


- thouſand'yeares. Now follow thoſe things by which I 


meane to thew , that the ſixt thouſand yeare ſhal not be 
expired, 


Thatthe world ſhall not 


endureſixe thouſand yeeres. 


— Owethat the fixt thouſande 


ny,and tharueylons , ſome yeeres 
| whice are wanting ſhal not be ex- 

= _ pred. Which woordes doo 
not much diſagree from thoſe of Chriſt, where heſayth, 
And except thoſe dayes were fhortned, all fleſh ſhould periſh, 
but for the eletts ſake they ſhallbe cut of , And although 
there peraduenture the lord doth properly ſpeake of the 
ruine and ouerthrowe of Hier»ſalem, (as may eaſely be 
gathered by the circumſtances of that place) yet may it 


| ſeemethathe would ſpeake the ſame of the vtter de- 


ſtruction of this world, becauſe in that place he giueth 


<ettayne and molt enident fignes thereof,(of whiche 


C.u, here- 


| 4d for our ſnnes which are ma- 
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__ Comecuire 


from the con- 
Kimion ofthe. 


Sabboths 


hereafter more at large)and alſo.dooth foretell both of 
the ouerthrowe of Hiersſalemand by a certaine confu- 


fion of woordes,of the worlds deſtruction : ſo that for | 
the perfe& vnderſtanding thereof, great iudgement is | 
toberequired, And bycauſe the former is a figire of 


that which is ta followe,I perſwade my ſelfe,thatas well 
by the wordes of Chriſt,as by the propheſie of E/as , ic 
may be gathered, thatforthe electes cauſe, thoſe miſe- 
rable dayes of the vtter ouerthrowe,and. ending of this 
wicked world (halbe ſhortned , and cut of . Others by 
probable reaſon endeuour to proue the ſame,through 
conſideration of the Sabbothdaye, which is a true figure 
of the eternall Sabboth. corin the Lawe it was preſcri- 
bed,that about the euening of the ſixt day,the Sabboth 
ſhould take his. beginning . And therefore their con- 
jecure is not. ynlike to be true, which thinke that the 
eternal and ſuperexcellent Sabboth of the Lord ſhall be- 


| gin.nor attheendof the laſtthouſand yeere,but a little 


The preaching 
of the Goſpel, 
the chiefeſt 
gn of Chriſts. 
comming to 
iudgement., 


Mark, 24, 


efore. Here be ſome other conicures brought forth, 


which willingly I paſſe oner, &the rather, bicauſeT know | 


them to be of no great force, 


But thoſe tokens arediligently to be marked, which. | 


Of ihe femdeomming of OF, | 


| 


Chriſt did fortell ſhould. go before the conſumma- | 


tion of thewarld:: that by them we may the more cer. 
tainly thinke and perſwade our {elues,(timepreſent,and' 
tokens foretolde being- compared together) that the 


end of the world hangs ouer ourneckes. Among other- 


fignes(in my iudgement) the preaching of the Goſpell 
—_ the jeaſt,bat moſt chiefely to to be noted, as that 
by which all other tokens both going before, and fol- 
lowing,in thoſe wordes of Chriſtare knowento be true 
tokens of his comming. The words of Chriſt telling vs 
how to.know when the Goſpell is preached , are theſe: 
And this Goſpel of the kingdom ſhalbe preached through the 
erinerſalwarld,for a witnes to al nations,and then ſhall the 
end come, By which-words the ſon of God Chriſt dooth-playn= 


he teache , that about the tyme of the worlaes "— 
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 acomfortable diſcourſe. © fol,g, © 
the true and comfortable doarine of Chriſt ſhould 
be preached.By which is gathered, that the ſame was: 


| obſcured,defaced, and almoſt not ſpoken of, by -reaſon 


of falſe Prophets, before that time. And Chrilt ſaid thar 
in thoſe dayes ſhould ariſe many falſe Prophets , and by 
ſaying themſclues to be Chritt , ſhould ſeduce many, 
Now whatis moreeuidentin theſe our dayes? Hath not 
the true & ſincere doctrine of the free pardoning our ſins 


| byChriſt,lien hid theſe many yeres,and vnder the tiranny 


of Antichriſt marueilouſly been obſcured?and the Pope 


 arrogantly vaunted himfclfeto be Chriſt,or atleaſt his 


Vicar ? What promiſing of pardoning ſinnes,and redee- 
ming ſoules out of their fained purgatorie,by their wic- 
ked Bulles and blaſphemous Maſle 2 What 1dolatrie in 
woorſhipping,and impietie in receyuing Chriſt in the 
crament ? Finally,what diuers 8 diuiliſh ſuperſtitions 


haue been praRiſed,ſo well it is knowen vnto all men, 


that) needenottorecken them . And now agayne by 


the vnſpeakeable grace and mercie of God, we playnely 
rceiue ſuch a cleare lyght ofthe Goſpell to ſhine ouer 


If the whole world, thatin ſpight of the dinell and all his 


adherents,it caſtes his beames ouer all nations. And 

therefore what other things ſhall we looke for , but as 

Chriſt did foretel, a ſodayne downefall of this wretched 

world? For if we reade eyther the holy Bible of God, 

or hiſtoricall bookes of prophane men , we ſhall finde 

that God hath alwayes followed the example ofa righ- 

tcous indge.which before he condemne a man for his 604 4m 6.6 
offences, will firſt 'accuſe by witnes:{o God , before he accuſe before 
fend plagues and puniſhment for our tranſgreſsi6,doth ** condemne 
firſt put vs in minde of our wickednes,by preaching of 

the Goſp2l,& declaring his diuine pleaſure: that by coſiz 


 deration of our diſobedience,we may turne to the Lord 


by repentance,and liue,Firſt we haue a notable example 
herein Noes preaching by which the lord God did firſt Gen,s, 7, 


accuſe the world of diſobediece, before he drowned the 
{fame for lack of repetice.So likwiſe he did not bring the 


tenne 


EE -. qReg 17, tenne Tribes of I{raell into captiuitie bzfore he had ſent]. 
2g Eſay,Oſee,and other Prophets to call them from iniqui-| 
tie. The like a hundred foure and thirty ycares after, || 
happened to the Tewes,when bythe preaching of /ere- | 
mie,Ezechizl,and other Prophets of God; they would þ, | 
not beware of diſobeying Gods maieſtie . AtH 
the length many yeares being ſpent , our mercifull fa- 
ther God almighty , ſent firlt 9b» Baptiſt , after him 
Chriſt his onely begotten ſonne, then the Apoltles,to 9 
| cal them to repentance,and to open the way to ſ{aluatio 
'f in Chriſt, promiſed before by the Prophets,then perfor- 
F med,and willing to be receyued, if they would imbrace 
him. But they wereſo farre from belecuing them,that 
theyr preaching they lothed, /-h» they beheaded, Chriſt 
was crucified, and the Apoltleseither by ſhameful death 
I cruelly murdered;or at leaſt , by ill intreating miſerably | 
by tormented. Andtherefore not vndeſeruedly was that 
f 


4.Keg, 24-25, 


—_ 


Toſephu: Ege- famous Citie of ſo infamous a people , by the Ro- 
ſippus, manes vtterly ſubuerted,and the Iewes made a pray to 
cce-a E- theirenemies,and odious to al the world : which ſhame 
Bo 6. of theirs and ſubnerſion of their Citie(as Damel! before 
. andourSauiour afterward did propheſie ) dooth, and 
ſhall continue till the world hane an end. After this, 
Paule preached to the Co/ofſzans, Laodrcians,and Hieraps- 
hans,but they contemned and cared not for his wordes: | 
and therefore(as Oro/zs witneſſeth ) the earth opened 
and fwallowed them vp. And hytherto alſo dooth that 
docrine of Pale tende teaching that the wicked ſfonne | 
. of perdition ſhould be diſcouered, and by the ſpiritof 
the mouth of god defaced, & afterward, by the glorious 
coming ofthe {on of god vtterly de{troied. Now who is 
that ſame deſperate ſonne ſitting inthe temple,as God 
himſelf, it is eaſy to be knowen:& how by the preaching 
of the Goſpell hath been diſcouered, experience doth 
ſhew : and we hereafter atlarge will prooue , that he is, 
and hath of long tyme continued the Byſhop of Rome. 


Now [ 


| 


| 


A—_— 


Oroſiss.lib,7 
Cap. 5. 


| Now ſith we behold his do&tine and authoritie by the 
| force of Gods word to beſo ouerthrowen,(as they are | 
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indgedalmolt mad men, which ſeeme any way to fa- 
uour him,)what orher thing ca follow, but that God is 


ready to come vpo vs,& itandsat our doores ? And that 
; not only his hauty courage ſhalbe abated, and his exe- 


erect 


crable cruelne altogeather abolithed,, but alſo that the 
whole and vniuerſall world,for all finnes conutred fince 


the Eeginning,bea-cuſed,and ſo condemned to eternal 


tormentes : becauſe wickedly they haue contemned the 
ace of God offred vnto them continually,and wilful- 
ly refuſed totaſt rhe ſweeteneſle of the Goſpel, and for- 
ſake their ſinnes and wickedneſle by repentance. 
Beſides,Chriſt hath giuer: many other ſignes and to- 
kes of his commingtas rumors of wars,tamin,peltlece, 
earthquakes,and that countrey ſhal riſe againſt coinrey, 
and that cruell perſecution ſhalbe exerciſed: alſo thatin 
thoſedayes ſhalbe fignes in the Sun, Moone, & Stars.8&c. 
All which.cannot be tokens, vnleſſe the preaching of the 
Goſpell go before.For ſignes , except they be knowen, 
cannot he ſignes: becauſein all times, thoſe aforeſayd e- 
uils haue appeared either more or leſſe, and therefore of 
theſclues cannot be ſignes, Butwhen all thoſe euils im- 


mediatly after the preaching ofthe Goſpell, hane come 
. onheapesabundantly vppon vs, & more thaneuer they 
did inany age Jong betore vs, no doubt they do-prog- 
noſticate and forere!) vs;of the coſummatio of this moſt 
wicked world. Beſides.that theſe tokes which Chriſt did 
recite, doo foreſhewe the worlds deſtruction, &notthe. 
ſubuerſion of the Teplezit isapparant, becauſe he ſaith, 
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Of other 
things fol. 
lowing the 


preaching of: 
the Goſpel, 
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that people againſt people ,& kirgdome againſt lirgdomie (rall* 


ariſe Which thing was not done before the deſtruGion 
of Hieruſalem, that ever could reade. For then, what 
kingdome againſt kingdome?what people agairſt peo=. 
ple?what,ard how great warres were then?Al which we 
do not only ſee to haue been dore; but alſo toour paine 
| teele- 


D.i, 


Anarvwere 
Vn:o cert:ine: 
abjeRions,. 


of,but miore to be feared, and circumitances bring vs to 
that minde,to thinke that more intollerable things are 
prepared to vexe vs,both of Turke and Papiſt . And that 
alſoin the ſame place (as appeareth ) the Lorde vnder- 
ſtoode the laſt preaching, not the begynning of his Gof- 
pell,thereof it 1Seuident, becauſe by and by he adioy- 
neth, that the Goſpell begynning to ſhinecuery where,a 


viſitationſhall come,and end ofallthings . Otherwiſe, - 


if this place were to be vnderſtoode of the firſt opening 
of the Goſpell by the Apoſtles, no doubt this end had 
been come many hundred yeares agoe . Beſides, the E- 
uangeliſt returneth to the former queſtion ofthe Tem- 
ples and Hierufalems deſtruction, from whence he di- 
greſied . Peradueturealſo the Euageliſtes haue confoit- 
ded theſe two,thatnot by the ſame wordes they might 
finiſh now that, now this particularly: becauſe peradue- 
turethey wereof this opinion, that they thought, thataf- 
ter the ſubuerſio of Hieruſalem, ſhould immediatly fol- 


low thedeſtraction of the world : whoſeend( as Chriſt 


ſaid)ſhould be ſo ſodain,as nothing could be more.But 
Chriſt our Lord could of his own accord difioyne thoſe 
things,to make the dark fora time,which he would not 


haueto be knowe,& could make them manifeſt, when it - 


were for his glory,andour profite,at a time conuenient. 
Butto makeof thoſe tokens foretold of Chriſt , any 
long diſcourſe ,it werea great laboure, and peradueture 
tedious to the reader, becauſe the thing it ſelfe , 8 expe- 
riencedo ſufficiently proue, the ſignes after the mani- 
feſting of the Goſpel,to haue been fulfilled, except only 
thoſe inthe Sun,and Moone, & other Stars, as yet haue 
notappeared , which Chryſt doothtell, ſhould eyther 
ſhew them ſelues alittle before;or in his very comming. 
The Mathematicians and Aſtronomers iudgement not- 
withſtanding is, that in many hundred yeares paſt, were 
neuer ſcene ſo many Eclipſesin the Sunne and Moone, 
nor 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, FN 


feele them, beſides more grecuous things not yet heard | 
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nor yet ſo ſtrange copulations of Planets, as wil appeare 


within fewe yeares : which no doubtareto threaten yn- 


to vsdaungers and miſcrable dayes , as hereafter ſhalbe 


ſhewed, Here Iwyll not ſpeake of the prodigious Co- 


.mets, and Meteors, which many tymes haue been mar- 
| kedinthis our age . Neyther will Icall to minde the 


judgement of Aſtronomers,and chicfeſt Diuines vppon 


. that Starre,which within theſe three yeares ,ſfliewed her 
 ſelfe certeine moneths togeather,as the very meſſenger 
and warner of Gods comming to iudgement:& the ra- 


ther, becauſe it ſeemed to be of the ſame nature & qua- 


of the Iewes,vnto the wiſe men : AlſoIwil in ſikce paſſe 
ouer the {traunge earthquakes, which in our dayes haue 
happened in many places,(as of late at Ferraria in /taly) 
andin Friſcland,the nature of which Soyleis left ſubie& 


- lity with that which foretold the birth of Chriſt the pa 


. tothe ſame. But(I beſcech you)let vs caltto our reme- 


braunce,all thoſe euils,which as yet we do as it were be- 
hold and haue taſted, not heard of, doo ſee with our 
eyes,and to our great griefe ſuffer the continually. What 
a greeuous peſtilence and plague theſe manye yeeres, 
both with vsandin other places hath reygned , and ty=- 
rannically dooth exult ouer all perſons , and bring very 
many to their graties, and according to the iudgement 


. ofthe learned(which are in opinio that it will and muſt 
- continue yet moe yeares)wil diſpatch many moe?Whar 


along dearth of Corne,and great ſcarſitie of all things? 


 Whatamultitude inthe cauſe of _— , have ſuffred 


the loſle of life and liuing? What theft and robberyes on 


all ſides, both on ſea and land? What an infinite compa-. 


ny hauein cruell fight been miſerably flayne and mur. 
dered in Fraunce,Flaunders,and Friſeland? 
But Tam troubled,and that greatly,tothinke onand 


. Fecyte the calamities which Friſe/ard by ſtraunge and 
. ynaccuſtomed overflowing of waters hath felte : eſpe- 


: cially by the two later, whereof one happened in the 


ry year S 


ol.11. ? 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, | 
yeare of ourLord . 1574. the fourth of Noucmber, in 
which men and beaſtes in number infinite, were drow- | 
ned,and was of ſuch agreat depth as almolt it might be |! 

called the Frija: floud . The other chaunced in a more |! 
dangerous and woorſe tyme, three daies before the | / 
| Feaite of Sain& Bartbolomewe , inthe yeere of our Saui- 
ours incarnation .1573, the which in many places 
brought more hurt to many men,than the former, be- 
cauſe by the ſame, all corne on the grounde,and other 
fruite periſhed miſcrably,by reaſon wherof,great dearth 
and Pcnury enſued,So that inthoſe Countryes,it might 
well be ſayd thatthoſe woordes of Chriſt were fulfilled, 
 aying-: 7 hepeople ſhalbe at therr wits endes, at the roring 
of the Sea and ſalt Waters, Wheretore let vs gue credite 
ynto thoſe wordes of Chriſt, and let them be vnto vs for 
moſt certaine tokens of the ſuddayne commyng of our 
Sauiourtoiudgement. 

Thereare beſides theſe, other ſignes of the oldnes of 
the world,and of his ouerthrow-becauſe we plainly per- 
ceyueall things dayly to waxe woorſe and woorſe, and 
decreaſc in their vertue, The aire1s oftentimes corrupt, ' 
ſometime with vntimely ſhowres , ſometime with vn- 
profitable drynes,now with too much colde,nowe with 
extreame heate . The fruitfulnes of the fieldeis not ſuch 
as it hath been aforetime : Riches and ſubſtancewe ſee 
conſumed :The Progenie of great and Noble men, wee 
perceiue dayly to be multiplyed, but their patrimome is 
no whitencreaſed , but impayred by diſcord . By which 
itcommeth to paſſe, that many great menand Lordes, 
bendeall their:cogitations to the oppreſsing of theyr 
poore Tenantes,and by often fines,and exaQtions,bting 
honeſtmen to beggerte , and by the example of Pharao, 
make flaues of their ſeruauntes and ſubie&es:as though 
they were appointed of God,to liue,not for the defence 

- of the good, puniſhment of thewycked , and preſer- 
uation of iuſtice , but to them {clues , and to. pamper 
| theyre | 


' 
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| their bellies with good cheare, and theyr backes with 
| 


ſuch tyrannie is growen'to-the top,butthele Pharaces FromPharoes 
with the ſuddzyn deſtruction of the worlde ſhalbe ouer- "vie. 
whelmed,ecuen as thatPharao in perſecuting the people 
Flſrael,(which fora tyme he had with greevous yoke Ry 
f{laucric oppreſſed)was with all his hoſte drowned in 
ered ſea. The reaſon is not vnbke, heis a figure, and 
he ſame Godis now which then was', ready to deliuer 
f his people from calamitie, and to take reuenge on the 
wicked,fortheircrueltic. - | 
} Another great argument of the worlds conſumma- 
tion,is, becauſe al good arts and learning,haue theſe few 
yeeres been ſo contemned, and Yniuerſities and ſcholes 
and ſcholaſticall diſcipline (which are the cauſes and 
fountaynes ofknowledge) almoſt in euery place come 
todecay. ' For God inthis lalt age hathſhewed his ſin- 
guler and marueilous gcodwill towards mankinde : ef- 
pecially{in that fo great batbarouſnes of our Predeceſ- 
ſors, when all artes and liberall learning was hyd and 
 knowen to fewe;the Latin tor:gue polluted.{mall cun- 
*nmgin theGreeke) by rayſing vp ſome Valla, Agricola, 
| Eraſmus, ela for:andothers,which with great ſtudy 
and payres have brought 21! fciences and knowledge of 
the tongues to'their puritie, and delivered vnto vs a 
more eaſic way totheattayning the perfe& krowledge 
. ofthem alt: by which,almoſt all Exrep is ſer ſree from 
tuce barbarouſnes. Aſterward,when our moſt Eounti- 
D.iu. full 


N 

- \|} braue apparell And therefore do thole Empyres now 
# | ſhewe themiclues to be as cancred and ruſtic 11on,which 
e | | intymes paſt, wereas bright Siluer, or glittering gold. 
© ',' ButIdoo not ſpeake theſe things of truenoble men, 
A | and good Princes which doo exaGte things neceflary to 
S | thedefenceofthe commonweale.and for the confſerua- 
= || tionoftheir Maicſtie, which things without all contro- 
T. |} uerfiethe word of God doth allowe them to hace. Now 
itis not to be doubtcd ſith for the ſinnes of the people 


Contempt of 
knowledge, 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chrifl, | 
Full God had giuen vs ſuch helpes to the vnderſtanding 
. ofthe Scripture,by and by he {et on fire the Beacon of 
true dofrine,which of al other gifts and graces of god.) 
All ies ar 19-20d ought to be imbraced as chiefeſt. FJ 
the toppe of But by experience we ſcetheſe gittes of long tyme to 
perfc6ion, Haue beene at the full, and now decreaſe. For not adui- 
ſed iudgement,not that ſharpnes of witte,not that greart | 
- Induſtrie, and exerciſe in ſtudies are now , which haue | 
contempt of, been. To this dooth appertayne the marucilous con- 
ns tenptofall kinde of knowledge,eſpecially of Diuinitie: |} 
| 1 oud'xy Teo I xacprre. Alſo theſmallregard of godly |} 
and faythfull Miniſters : by which they are brought to 
ſuch pouertie ,or almoſt beggery,rthat their wines and 
children muſt be inforced to liue yppon almes. But 
whatis the cauſe of this miſerie ? Ts not that intolle- 
rable tearing and ſpoiling of Church goods the chiefeſt? 
Isitnotto be imputed vnto thoſe Magiſtrates , whoſe 
. careis ſuch quer Miniſters,thar they will not allow them 
abundance of worldly wealth, leaſt happely by poſleſ< 
fing much,they taſt of coueteouſnes the roote of al mi(. 
chiefe,and ſo deſire more? or els fal into ryotouſneſſe, 
and ſo become Epicures ? Or if that be notin their mind, 
| they doo imagin themſclues to be ſuch Lords of body 
| and foule,as was of late that Romiſh Tyrant . This may 
very well without offence be conieRured , although 1t 
maye bee that their inſaciable deſire of worldly pro- 
motion, which by riches without vertue may be gotten, 
is the roote from which ſo diuilih fruitedoth proceed, 
How much better were it, if in theſe things a meane 
| wereobſerued,and that Church men had wherewithalt 
tolyue honeſtly wyth keeping hoſpitalitie, and if that 
which were thought too much for them , were Chriſti. 
_ anly beſtowedeyther on thoſe which live in pouertie,. 
or carefully reſerued to fome other good vſe? For as 
plenty brings pride and hautines of mynde:: ſo. pouer-f 
tic ingendreth contempt,not onely of Maſters , but of| 
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| | Ae Miniſterie alſo ,which being diſdayned for lacke of 
7 \{ Þreferment, mens cogitationsareſo turned, that rather 


hey had to bynd theyr ſonnes to ſome ſeruile occupa- 


ion, then bring them vp in liberalinſtrugion: by which 
uſt needes followe not onely the great ſcarſitie of lear- 
ned men, but alſo greeuous want of godly Miniſters, 
and fo conſequently , the miſerable ecftate, and oucr- 


{| throwe of the Church, Now what remayneth but that 


we certaynly perſwade our ſelues, that theſe are playne 


{ andeuident fignes and teſtimonies of Gods great dif- 


Contempr of 


pleaſure agaynit vs, for piling his Miniſters, whoſe 4c miniterie, 


contempr,he neither can for his holynes,nor wyl for his 
zuſtice, ſuffer any tyme, as the manyfold miſeries and 
lagues that be cuery where,do ſhew vnto vs. And as the 
nof God Chriſt ſaid before,that after the preaching 
fthe Goſpell, deſtruction ſhould followe , Thope the 
meis ſo farre from being difterred, that it will ſpedely 
mevponvs, Foritcannot be but that the propheſie 

ff Chriſt ſhould be true : which coulde not be, if thoſe 
yes of barbarouſnes and ignorance of true religion 
rhich wearelike to fall into) were not by his ſpeedy 

mming preuented. 

Moreouer, we ſhould thinke the worlds foundation 
tobe worne out, and the ſame to be falling vpon our 
ſhoulders when we ſenſibly perceyue our ſclues to liue in 
thoſe dayes,whereof Chrilt foretold, ſaying : The com 
ming of h ſorne of man ſhalbe as were the de of Noe. Foy 
thenwere men eating drinking marrying and were married, 

Fe Arke. And they perceyned nothing 
w#till the flood came and onerwhelmed the al: and ſuch ſhalbe 
the comming of the ſon of man.By which no doubt the lord 
would igri, thatinthe latter dayes there ſhould be a 
maruetlous ſecuritieqwherby there ſhould ariſe not only 
vnſpeakeable wickednes agaynſt god,butalſo a lameta- 


. blediforder and confuſion in commoweales for lack of 


diſcipline. Now if wewil copare time preſent with that 
which is 


Math. 24, 
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we ſhall perceine wickednes to haue come to his ripe- 


nes, and to raygne almoſt without controlment . Fort | 
(notwithſtanding God through his vnſpeakeable mer. | 
Cy 1n theſe latter dayes hath gluen vs his Goſj pel,where- || 


| Of the jecond comming | of Cori, Wi 


Is paſt,and ſet the manners of all men before our eyes, [| 


by we ſhould frame our affections according to his will} | 


and line in vnitie and peace with all men according to 
his worde, )whar deſire of righteonſnes, or zeale in reli- 


gion ts there to be found ? Yea who is not in Chriſtiani- | | 


tic eyther cold or careleſſe * Many defire to be religious, | 


& think they are ſo, ifonly tor a faſhis they frequent ſer- 


mons,and come to ordinary ſeruice and Ceremonies, | 


ſuppoſing themſelues in dooing fo, to be ſufficiently 
relgious,although their hartes doo burne with deſire of 


tranſicorie things,and they ſwell through the poyſon of ** 


all vngodlyneſſe. Many alſo thinke they doo maruei- 
lous well,in making the doctrine of loue, peace, and y- 
nitie,thz occaſion of ſtryfe, contention , and herefſie, 
And ſuppoſe they doo ſerue God very well , if knowin 
ſome of a contrary opinion,though not 1n the chiefe 
poyntof Religion, they doo with woordes condemne ' 
them, and with curſes commit them to the Diuels'pu- 
nihrent: themſelnes in the meane while, in a certayne. 
fpirituall pride gotren through a vayne opinion of lear=. 
ning puft vp, doo(reſting vpon the auttoritie of others 
notwith arguments auſwering to Gods word) take hart 
of eraſle, their adverſaries oftetimes defeding the better” 
part,& more agreable to the pleaſure ofthe higheſt, And); 
yet forſoth put this ſo great iniurie 8&ſhaelefſe reproch 
becalled not the ſpirit of finne,buta godly zeale. O dai 


gerous dayes, and duiliſh behauiour.Somethere be al-J 
ſo which thinke wel of theſclues , & would be numbred 
among; the number of good Goſpellers,bicaufe they 
hauelearned without knowledg buſily amog their pots, 
to inucygh agaynſt the papiſticall ſuperſtition , them- 
ſclues being vaiuſt ,thecues, oppreſſors, and moſte _ | 


| a comfortable diſcourſe. 14. 

f :&rouers : ſuch asat this day men call the Guiſians, 
; | | orſe({peaking after the maner of men ) then ciuill Pa- 
| || piſtes. What ſhould many wordes doo ? We plainly now 
} If verceiue greatelt vice, for chicfelt vertue to be counted; 
'\/)| and thoſe men,througha fained ſhewe of ſimplicitie to 
1 4 bemoſt commended , which of all other for impierie, 
l pught moſt to be diſpraiſed, For craftie and deceittull, 


f.4 


{| fare wiſe: couetous,good husbandes : prodigall,liberal: 
and rich men are deemed the beſt men. Theſe hane pro- 
||| motions , and though by wicked meanes they attaine 
n | hem,yet,dmes clarus erit, fortis jnitns,ſapicns,etiam & Rex: 
: t quicquid volet, as Horace ſaid : Theriche man ſhalbe Horace.lib. 


ceim. 2, 


oble,valiant, vpright, wiſe, yeaand king , and what he 
ll. And in another place : Fes 
urea nunc vere ſunt ſecula,plarimns aurs Horate.lib.t, 
Vent honos,auro conciliatur amor : Epiſto, 
wro pulſa fides,auro venalia inra, 
Aurum lex ſequitur qnox ſme lege pudor : 
cilicet vxorem cum dote,fidemque & amicos, 
| Er genus & formam Regina pecunia donat. 
oweare the braue,and golden dayes, 
Nowe fame with golde we gaine : 
nd golde can ſhewe vs many wayes, 
mens fauour to attaine. | 
By Golde we heare the Muſick ſweete, 
and lawes we buic with golde: _ 
Lawe ſcckes for golde,and ſtraight (vnmeete) 
our name by it is ſolde. 
ea wife with wealth, and faith, and friendes, 
and kinne,with comely hewe, : 
oth money Madame, Prince, and Queene 
moſt mortall men _ 
And Boetius. : 
Vude habeant cura eft paucis,ſed oportet habere, = —— 
Per ſcelus atque nefas pauper vbique iacet. 3 
Hows they do.get fewe folkes do carey | 
El but 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
but riches haue they muſt : | 
| By hooke,or crooke,we daily ce, i 
3 that weake to wall are thruſt, 
| Thoſe and the lyke vices haue Poets and Philoſoþ | 
hers in theyr dayes , when wickedneſle ayd but ſpring) 
(as themſclues haue teſtifyed)reprehended. And there! 
foreis our Lorde God earneſtly to be deſired , thatall | 
theſe euils by his ſpeedie comming may take an ende, 


% 


For although all maner of wickedneſle in this age, haue 
aſcended marueylous high, yetare they not ſo cometo 
the top , butthatmoreftraunge yngraciouſnefſe , and 
wonderfull deceiptes , and more horrible confuſions in 
common weales through cor gouernment of the,may 
to the griefe and vexation of good men be ſcene”, then j 
i ener were. For we ſeecontinually, that many through | 
theyr cogging,prating, pryde, and flatterie, without all 
honeſtie,learning,or Chriſtianitie,in hope of profit, and | 
preferment, pricktthereunto , beatetheir braynes, and | 
bendal their ſtudyes,to be gratious in their eyes which þ 

| fitinchiefeſt place aboneother men, By which it com- 
meth to paſſe,that for a tyme they are wel accepted euen. 
| | of thebelt ; but good Princes can {mell them out, and | 

| will baniſhe them their companie, perſwading themſel- 

; | ves that that friendſhip is not of continuance , whoſe 
E endeand groundis not the ſerting:foorth and encreaſe 
| An atmoni. Of vertue. Whereforeit is to be wiſhed a that all Chriſtian 
tionro. Princes would carefully. committheſe wordes of Chriſt 

Punces.  tocontinuall remembrance, ſaying : Tor ſrall know them 

Math.7, by their fruite, Doo men gathcr of 1hornes Grapes,or Figs 
; of Thiftels? And againe, Ananghtre tree cannot bring forth- 
| good frurte. For thoſe wordes of Chriſt are to be vnder= 
ſtoode not onely of falſe Prophetes , but alſo ef allmen,. 
and eſpecially of ſach as beare au&horitie. And.therfore 
oughta good Prince thns to reaſon with himſelſe : what: 
goodnes may be looked for at their hads,whoſe delight 
hath alwayes been from their youth in wickednes? How 
» -- > CAIL 
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a comfortable diſcourſe, © 15, 
tanitbe , Sithynto a vyle nature not regenerate with 
ods holy ſpirit,a wicked cuſtome & delight, as it were 
|} Knothernature,isadioyned ? Isthis mixture commen- 
d dable ? Nay truely : if to this diwiliſh behauiour dignitie 
37 nd honour ( which ſeldome make vs better) be linked, 
what can belooked forels, butcuen prodigious mon- 
Kers,hurtfuall co all men,and execrable before God ? ac- 
cording to that: Ajperims miſero nil cft dum ſurgit in alrune. 
For their great preferment , is the greateſt puniſhunent 
hat may be. And whether thar, . 
Nulla fides pic1asg, viris,qus caſtra ſequumtar Lucan, ub.q, 
enalesg, manus : 1hi fas,vbr maxima merces.) 
(No fayth nor fearc of God haue they, 
Which doo the warres purſue : 
Their handes are giuento ſell and ſpoyle, 
Their gayne they cal their due.) | 
f L«can,ſpeakingof Warriours brought vp in ſpoyles 
and wickedneſſe,be altogether falſe; which vndoubted- 
y we beleeue, hauing learned the {ame by readyng and 
perience , tobetrue : andyctin this place, we con- 
flethe ſame to be ſpoken ſomwhat hyperbolically. Be- 
ides,how can they be profitable to their Princes;to their 
ountrey faythfull , and carefull of keeping iuſtice and 
lawes,which in all theirlyfe, hane been faythleſle to 
King of Kings,and fo farre froma care of keeping of 
ſich phas they neuer had any ſure knowledge of the 
e? Whatagreement or good mixture can fyre haue 
yth water ? Hotnes with coldnes ? Equitie with vn- 
hteouſnes ? How can it be,that meEſhould hauea care 
that coittries proſperitiegin which they are ſtrangers, 
and is not their natiue {oyle? Agayne, can men drowned 0474.t6,4 
in voluptuouſnes( whoſe ſtudie is, querere vt abſumart, faſt, 
et abſinrpta requirere certaint : to ſecke that they maye - 
ſpende , and ſtryue to fynde that naughtely is ſpent: 
qrxpyryory enavJo, ambitious, and louers of themſel- 
ues,)with honeſtic preferre the Priaces proſperitic Ins 
ll, Ore 
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”_ | T Of the ſecond comming of Crift, " 


fore their priuate profit? And the common wealesgood,, 
before their owne gayne ? So that to place theſe men in 
authotitie,is it not to yeeld the {ſimple theepe to the cru- 
cltic ofrauening wolues? Theſe men O vertuous Princes 
(if ſtories of al times were noted) thoulde appeare of all 
troubles the authors in euery common weale , the oner- 
throwers of euery kingdome, alwayes betrayers of their - 
Princes : as might be proned by many examples ,.and 
thoſe not farre tetcht, were it my mynde to fraught my 
booke with hiſtories. Wherefore O ye Princes and ru- 
lers of the earth, which deſyre(asin deede you ought) to 
be the parents of your people,vſe greater heede, & more 
indgementin choo[ing the whicheyther ſhalbe of your 
counſayle, or beare authoritie in your names :: for the 
common felicitie , dooth moſtredound to your glory. 
Andalſo be you alwayes ready & prepared;thento gyue 
an accompt of your {teward{hip,when the king of kings 
(whoſe veſlell is euery Monarch ) ſhall come ; of whoſe 
ſodaynecomming,out of the worde of God here geue 
true&and certaine tokens, For if then he ſhal eſpic his be- 
louedſheepe(of which if but one be founde which was 
. loſt,the whole troupe of Angels do reioice)by your neg-. 
ligenceand fault, to becommitted as a pray to wolues 
and wicked beaſtes , euill ſhall it be with you : and then 
withoutall doubtin his rage, he will caſt you headlong 
into hell and extreeme darkenes. The almightie God by 
his holy ſpirit and grace, graunt vnto all good. Princes. . 
and their counſailers , wiſedome and prudence from a- 
boue, that in deede they may be the good lightes,: both 
ineſtabliſhing that which is profitable for their people, 
4. andexecuting of juſtice: ind preſcrue,defend,and keepe- 
them,and all hisele& from vtter deſtruction,to the glo- 
ry of his name and felicitic of his Church. Amen, 
Finally alſo, out of the ſeuenth Chapter of Daviel, a 
-notable conieQure of the ſuddaine coming of the ſonne: 
efGod,may betaken : Forinthat Chapter , be —_— 
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a comfortable diſcourſe. 4 


bed foure Monarchies of the world, and where, and in 
what Nation they hall be from time to time, vrtyllthe 
reſurre&tion of the dead.By which, the endes of the ages 


. ofthis world may after a ſort be noted, But theſe Mo- 


narchies beyng deitroyed, there ſhall ſpring (fayth Da- 
ziell)a mightic kingdome, myghtier than thoſe imme- 
diatly betore him,and ihal change the religion of Chrilt, 
nd hall haue wonderfull ſucceſle , and ſhall wage bat- 
ayle with holy men. Nowe what kingdome he vnder- 
ndeth it is apparant by the cuent, which is the Tur- 
iſh Empyre. But(as the Prophet ſayth) Purabit quod poſe 
ir mutare tempora.cic, He ſhall thinke that he 1s of power to 

ter tymes and lawes : but indgement ſhall come, and he ſhat: 
be taken away his power jhalbe weakened.and come to nought. 
Theſe wordes doo playnely yenough declare, that an al- 
teration ſodaynly ſhal be inthoſe dayes , when the Tur- 


{kiſh Empire dooth cometo the higheſt, and promyſeth 


himſelfan eucrlaſting dominion ouerall the world, And 
ſtrayght way ſhall that moſt comfortable day ſhewe it 
elfe, in which the ſonne of God ſhall rayſe the dead, and 
nder to his Churchelife , andeternall glory : but the 
icked he ſhall caſt headlong intoeuerlaſting torments. 
ith this prophecie let vs compare the times of our pre: 
eceſſors,and our owne together,and we ſhall euidently 
cciue the Turke to haue preuayled mightily agaynit 
eChriſtans, andto voſleſls not onely all Afia, but alſo. 
eat peece of Europe. And(that I may vie the wordes 
of Laftantins)Vere voranit omnem terram , leges nouas ſla- 
ruit, Rempublicam ſuam feeit, nomen Impery,ſedemg, muta- 
#it, Thatis : the earth he hath:deuoured , newe lawes he 
hatheſtabliſhed, the common weale is to himſelfe im- 
propriated, thenameand ſeate of the Empyre he hath 
chaunged. Alſo what ſucceſſe within theſe few yeeres he 
hath had,it is well knowen. A great part of Hwurgarie he 


— 
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Ofthe ſuccefie: 
of the Turke, 


Daniel,7,. 


Fpito.diuinar; 
inſtir,Chap, af; - 


enioyeth ; from the Yeretians.he hath taken Cyprus: now | 


from the King of $payme,Twnetum: and(as I heare)what- 
E.u. ſocuer” 
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ſocuer he hath enioyed hythertoin 4fica, is taken fro 


others : and as yet he is in armour, with all warlike pro-. 


uiſion,with ſup and ſouldiour prepared againſt the Spaz 
niſh king,& threatnerh vtter deſtruction to al the world. 
And therfore we doo playnly perceyue, the ſtate of theſe 


tymes marucilouſly to aunſwere vnto the Propheſie of , 


Daniell. Andit appeareth (if by probable reatviis any 
thing may of lyketyhoode be gathered) that the Turke 
through the ciuill diſlentions of people, and continuall 
watres of Princes, to the ouerthrow of the Goſpel by the 
Popes ſetting 0n,wil ſubdue all kingdomes. But(] truſt) 
the Lord God by his ſpeedie comming , will bryng to 
naught theſe endeuours of Turke and Pope againſt hys 


Churche , and will caft that beaſtwith the little horne, 


which hath myghtely encreaſed , and all thoſe vngodly 
and dragoniſh kingdomes ariſing trom theſea, and that 
falſe Prophet, into that fornace which burneth wyth fire 
and Brimſtone, 


Many reaſons and probable contec- 
tures from the courſe of tyme, | 


mo AEtherto by meane diligence 
$ LT haue receyted thoſe foreto. 
| kens of the induring of times, 
%—>@ Which Chrilt hath raught vs. 
| F Yo) Andalſo1haue ſhowen othe 
wn oY! i |[{ignes and conieRures out 0 
VAT JE Gods wordeand condition of 
NDS the time thatnow 15,by which 
A SEN ? we may knowethe oldneſſe,8 
ſodayne finiſhing of tymes,to 
which when they come to paſſe , theLord commaun- 
derh vs to looke backe , and lyft ypour heades . Fo 
ia that the Lorde Goddeclareth higmoſt ardent good 
wy 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrifl, 


a comfortable diſcourſe. . © 
Itowardes vs , in that he would not ſignifie the day 
and houre, but forchhewed the tokens going immediat- 
ly before the ſame. And theretoreſyth by theſeitis ma- 
nifelt, thatitis the expreſſe wyl of our Sauiour, that our 
of the written woord of Chriit, we ſhould with all dili- 
gence ſcarche out tie laſt tyme of our redemption : I 
© gloubt n9t butTihall dooa good deede , and gratefull 
oth to God and his Church, if I vtter foorth ſome co- 
tations of myne , fetcht from the courſe of tyme , yer. 
greeing to the holy Scripture, for the proofe ofthis 0- 
inion aboutthe ſpeedye concluſion of tyme, Not that 
am in that mynde that I thinke theſe to be Demon- 


o come mult needes be, but as probable things ſo long 
beimbraced , tyll weelearne more certayne . And 
crefore in theſe and the lykethings, Iſubmitmy ſelfe 
the better indgement ofthe Church and of the lear- 
ed : and I perſwade my ſelfe that theſe and other ſin- 

er Prognoſtications whych followe, whereby ſome- 
hat nygher I approche than as yet I haue doone to- 


”  hewethe ſodaynecommyngof the Lord,ſhalbe ſo farre 
| om terrifying of the godly , that the conſideration 

f theſe thinges will be moſt pleaſaunt and comforta- 

nce þle. But yerTItake not vppon mee ( as before alſo I 
tos e proteſted ) to knowe the day, which Chriſt ſayth 


es, | hymſelfe he dooth not knowe., (as helykea man bea- 
vs.þ teth the office of an Apoſtle. ) For the ſignes foretold 
her} we may knowe, but not the day and houre : notthe ve< 
off ry moment of hys commyng , but the tokens of that 
off moment doo we ſearch out,as farre forth as it is lawfull 
ichff for man ſo to doo. | et beep? 
,&F TheholyScriptureenery where maketh ſome collati- 
,toſj on betwen the firſt 4da- the ſinner,& the fonne of God 
in-$ Chriſt our Sauiour , the ſecond Adam: allo betwern the 
floud ,& the vtter ouerthrow of the world, ene as Chriſt 
dooth ſygnific in theſe woordes :. Er erit fient i gt 
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ations which through a neceſsitie of that which is _ 


Rom, Fa. 
1, Cor, 5 


© Of theſecond comming of Chriſt, 
| Mat, 24, Noe, fc. Ad ſhalbe as m the dayes of Noe,;c, Wherefore 
{| __  Ifellfirſtinto this conſideration,and afterwardes, from | 
| onetoanother , into thoſe which cnſue , whether the 

times paſt in equalitie of the ſame number aunſweared 
alike. For the Lord God hath ordeyned all things by a 
| | ſinguler and euerlaſting wiſdome:and experience dooth 
| | | teach, by a certaine cocurring of the Starres, that in ſuch 

things, a great lykenes of tymes is woont oftentymes 
to happen : as inthe byrth of //aac, and of his offering, 
which 1s a figureof Chriſt, there is a great concent ofthe 
tyme. For from /ſaacyntill Chriſt, were two thouſande 
yeeres fully expired. But when from dar orderly vn- 
till the loud, we doo conſider the yeeres of the genera- 
tions of all the fathers , and gather them all into one 
ſumme,(laying aſide the falſe computation of. Exſebires, 
and others following the Greeke tranſlation of the ſe- 
uentic Interpreters ) from the firſt yeere of the worldes 
foundation to the floud, areiudged to bea thouſande, 
fixe hundred, fiftic and ſixeyeeres. From this number, 
| the yeeres of Chriſtes byrth , vnto this preſent yecare a 
"6 thouſand, fiue hundred, ſeuentie and and five, doo differ 
3 | eightie and one yeere, if truely that number were filled. 
But I doo not thinke the worlde ſhall continue ſo long, 
that tae latter time ſhould in niber exceede the former, 
for many conieQures which follow: but what may come 
to paſſe, the Lord knoweth, | / 
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Lykewyſe, Moyes is a figure of Chriſt : That maruey-. 
lous deliuering of Ifarael by 4Loy/+s out of the handes of, 
Pharas,is a figure of the vitorie of Chriſt, which in our 
behalfe he hath by his death on the Croſſe,and reſurrec- þ 
tion from the dead,obtayned againſt the diuel, 8 death: 
and the whole gouernment of 4yſes , is aſhadowe of 
Chriſtes kingdome : His deſtruction, and the Tewes, is 
no doubta token of the worldes ouerthrowe. And here 
weſhall ſee awonderfull concent,and agreeing of tines, .þ, 
thatſo by thinges paſt , we may looke for the ape 

INgS } 


a comfortable diſcourſe. 
\ things to come , vndoubtedly by the fingular proui- 
| dence,counſayle, and ordinance of God. For no other 
reaſon can I render.ſith 1 cannot perſwade my ſelfe, that 
theſe things, can by chance to wondertully agree toge- 
ther. Firit, by the true accompt of yeeres, itis playne, 
at from the comming out of e£gypr, and publiſhing 
fthelawe, vnto the Natiuitic of Chriſt, are numbred a 
ouſand,fiue hundred, andnineyecres. Nowe if the 
eeres from the Natiuitie of Chritt, vntyll this time , in 
hich Chriſt beganagaine to be borne tothe world,and 
broughtinto the light as it were through the preas 
A 1g of the Goſpell,by Luther,and other famous mien, 
numbred,they are in ſumme;,a thouſand, fiue hun- 
,and ſcuenteene. Againe;from the departure out of 
:2ypt,vptill the dearh of Chriſt,theyeeres areaccomp- 
fro bea thouſand, fiue hundred,fortie and two, And 
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S number alſo doth marucilouſly agree with that ge- 
_ all Perſecution in Germarie made by Charles the 4 | 
l, the Pope, which happened in the yeere a thouſand, 
2 {| tehundred,fortie and ſeuen. So that theſe numbers of 
oy res beyng compared togeather , will be founde not 
l. chto differ in quantitie of number. | 
33 | {But fromtheſepoore mentions , I will goc higher to 
I, poſe things,which eſpecially doo agree to our purpoſe. 
I Vis manifeſt thar Moſes gouernment , vntill thelaſt de- 

' Qtion of Hieruſalem by Tiras, did ſtand in all. one 


ouſand, five hundred,cightic and three yeeres,Neither 
it to be doubted of any, but that that deſtruQtion, and 


wr fwaſting(of Hiernſalem)is a manifeſt figure of the liſt ru- - 


C- Hineof this world. And therfore doth our Lord ſpeake of 
1: theſe things togeather,and ſayrh : thoſe dayes were the 
of bz; yes of Nve,in reſpe& of manners, and the ſecuritie of 
mans life, Now atlength, whatſhall we gatherof theſe 
hings?Thart the terme of the worlds deſtrucionſhould 
Ss gre with the former number of yceres of Moſes go- 
ent 2 Whichnotthe ſonne of anEmperour, or 
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Melanahonin King,can bring to naught. Which thing 1ſelanithor ſee. | 


vita Veſpaſi- 
an, 


Cypnan Teo: 


uitius of che 
Arrange can- 
znnQion of 


Planets, 


Chronicles : and the like reaſon is here , which is in the 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
chiefeſt Monarch,as was Hieruſalem : but the ſonne of. 
God ,mnch mightier than al Emperours,an cuerlaſtin 


meth plainely to point atin the lyfe of Yeþa/ian,in hys | 
F 
F 


former compariſon of niibers, if things to come may be 
gathered by things paſt already. The figure doth alroge- . 
ther in this place agree,and the chiefeſt ſigne of Chrittes | 
coming,to wit,the preaching of the Goſpel, hath gonne /* 
before,8& we doo ſticke in the midſt of al the other fore-4# 
told calamities,and euery yeere expet more miſcrie. 
Finally alſo, the Aſtronomers write ( ifeuery (kilfull 
mainhisowne faculties to be cregited)that the ſtarrey 
in the beginning of the thouſand, fiue hundred, eyghtie 
& foure yeeres, ( which almoſt altogether dooth agree 
with the number aboue mentioned F doo threaten very 
fearefull and horrible things,eyther a greeuous alterati- 


 onof Empyres, and other woonderfull things : orels 


an vtter deſtruction of this world, The wordes of Cyprian 
Leonitius a Bohemian,a moſt excellent Mathematiciay, in 
a certaine booke of Prognoſtications for twentie yeeres, | 
from the yeere ſixtie foure, to the eightie foure, be theſe: 
e Anno Domini. 1 5 8 3.menſe Maio,c. Whichis, Inthe | 
yeere of our Lord.1 583.in the moneth of May, there ſhal hap- 
pen a preat coniunition of the ſuperiour Planets inthe laft end. 
of. Piſer , afterwhich ſtraight ayes tn the yeere eightie foure, 
ſhall enſue a wonder full nnxture of all the Planets almoft in 
Tanrus, about the ende of March, and beginning of «April. | 
And which is more :a little aſter that , ſhalbe ſeen ar Eclypſe | 


of the Sunne in the twentie degree of Taurus , about the head 
of Algol,amoſt cruell and hurtfall fixed farre, gonerned by} * 
Penus,»hich ſhalbe linked to fine Planets in eAries , tendyng}P / 
toward the twelfe.Here(ſayth he)muſt we watch:& I thinks al 
#t meete that all earthly cogitations be ca't of, leaſt wee be dev 
fFroyed beyng wnready : for this great coninuttion is of all thel ©' 
da/t;which ſpall happen in the ende of watrie Trigon,and watry 8 
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a comfortable diſcourſe. 
Trigon ſhallperiſh,and be turnedinto fire. Neither any more in 
the ſpace of eyght hundred yeeres the end of watrie Trigon ſhall 


rarchic ſhal be gin, it is lykely that the ſame alſo in the end of 
the ſame Trigon ſhall haue an end, ſth the ſonne of God him- 
#lfe Ieſus Chriſt our Lords enen m the ende of watrie Trigon 
oo vppon hins the nature of man, For ſixe yeeres befare hit 
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moſt glorious Natinitie the ſame verie coniunttion in the ex= 
zremitie of Piſces, andinthe beginning of eAries, happened. 
either came the lyke from ſince that time, but when Charles 

e Great held his Empire which was in the yeere of our Lord 

n hundred, erghtie and nyne. eAnd now the ſecond tyme, 

ch agreat and ſtraunge coniunttion ſhall come , which vn- 
ubtedly doth foreſhewe the other comming of the ſonne of 
der mann Maicſtie of bis glory , at which time we mu#t 
der an accompt of our lyfe and connerſ2ion, Andalittle 
r,he ſayth : But vnder Charles the Great,the ende of the 
rid could not be , becauſe at that time, fine thouſand yeeres 
e not expired. But now the operation of this great coniunc= 


hich agreeth with the holy Prophet affirming that this world 
ould ſtand fixe thouſand yeeres,of which ſumme of yeeres the 
hve of God ſhal take ſomewhar,ſaying : the la$t time for the 
Qed of God ſhalbe ſhortned. But if there remained yet ano= 
er contuntti9 of the former Planets like to the firſt,the ſhould 
ere be required almoft eight hundred yeeres moe - which ad- 


FE ixe thouſand, almoſt four hundred yeeres which is plain« 
againſt that propheſie.Theſe conieftures howſoener they are 
thought good to recite,which doo agree with the learned pro- 


phefies of moſt auncient Aſtrologers.Hitherto Cypria:which 


alſo by his Latine verſes dooth ſhowe that old and com- 
mon propheſie turned into Germanical Rhythmes by ſohn 
Stoffler , whichalſo aboue ninetcene yeeres agoeT haue 
heard recited by Melanthov, The woordes in the Ger- 
mane tongue betheſe ; . 

by Ei Tatoſent 


be mgh. But becauſe about the end of watrie Trigon this Mo . 


n continums,the number ſhall tend to ſixe thouſand yeeres: 


d ro the times of this great coniunttion, do make the nun.ber 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, 
Tawſent funffhundert achtztch ache, 
Das iſt das Jar,vas ich betracht, 
Geeth im dem de Welt nitt vnder. 
Gelchicht doch grol3 mercklich winder, 
TheLatine verſes are thus. 
Poſt mille expletos a part virginis annos, 
Et poſt quingentos rurſus ab orbe datos, 
Otftogeſmus oftauns mirabilis annus 
Tngraet is ſecum trittia fata feret. 
S$; non hoc anno totus malus occidet orbis : 
S: non in nihilum terra,fretumg, ruet : 
Cuntta tamen mund; ſurſumibunt atg, retror ſum 
Imperia,& luttus vndique granats crit. 
| In Englithe thus. 
When after Chriſtes birth there be expirde 
- Ofhundreds fifteen, yeeres,ceightie and eight, 
Then comes the tyme of daungers to be ferde, 
* Andall mankind with dolors it ſhall fraight. 
Foritthe world in that yeere doo norfall, 
 Iffeaandland thenperiſh nedecaie : 
YetErmpaires all and Kingdomes alter ſhall, 
' Andmantoeaſc himſelfe ſhall haue no way, h 
Now by this it appeareth,how the number of yeeres 
of Moſes gouernment, which endured a thouſand fyue 


hundredeyghtieand three yeeres , and of this yeere a { 


thouſand fiue hundred eyghty and foure, in (whoſe be- 
ginning that prodigious coniunGtion of the Planets in 
theende ofwatry Trigon dooth happen, ) agree togea- 
ther : ſo that the quantitie & number of the tymes fore- 
told, the fignes and ſtarres ſeemeto agree togeather, 8& 
withoutall donbt to pretend the ſame thing. In lyke ma- 
ner may we bring foorth other compariſons of tyme, 
which by reaſon of lyke euentes , 2gree togeather won= 
derfully. Of which this one isnot of leaſt weyght. To 
wit,that ſame time from the natiuitie of Chriſt vnto the 
| ouerthrow of Hieruſalem.is almoſt equall with —— 
So , EEE Luther 


[ 


_— 


a comfortable diſcourſe. 
4, Zntherfirſtof all ſet himſclfe agaynſt the Popes Indul- 
|| gences,and began to preachethe Goſpell, tothis yeere 
[| eyghtieandeight , inwhichor about the ſame, by thys 
marueylous ioyning togeather of Planets, which thalbe 
foure yeeres betore, by the ſinguler prouidence of God, 
ſo direfull deſtinies of the world ſhall meete togeather. 
For from the byrth of Chriſt vntill the deſtruction of 
Hieruſalem.are numbred ſeuentie and three yeeres : and 
from the time Luther and others firſt began to preache 
Chriſt and his Goſpecll,vntil the eightie and eyght yeere, 
are accompted ſeuentie and one . The number 1s iuſt 
with that before,(and ſpeaking allegorically,) then may 
| Chriſtbe ſaid to be borne againe , when as his dodrine, 
| Glongby Papiſticall dreames darkened, and fond illuſi- 
ons ſo deeply buryed, isas itwere borne a newe, & doth 
{ clearclyſhyneamongys . Burifthole yeeres from the 
| byrth of Chriſt vntyll his preaching and ſuffering 'of 
death,with that general perſecution done by Charles the 
fifte and the Pope : and againe thoſe yeeres from the 
| death of Chriſt yntill the deſtruction of Hieruſalem, with 
theſe yeeres, which came ſince that generall perſecution, 
_ | vntylltheeightie andeyghtyeere, were compared : we 
res | ſhal ſcealſo thatin number of yeeres they doo not much 
yue || differ. For between Chriſtes byrth and his preaching, 
re a q therewas thirtie yeeres : ando to his death. 33. yeeres 
be- & and ſomewhat more. Bur from that ſcuenteene yeere, 
5 in | whenthe Euangelicall doctrine began to ſhine agayne, 
zea- | vatyll the fortie and ſixe yeerein all , when Charles the 
Yre- | Emperour began toarme himſelfe againſt the ſtates of 
the Empire,ſotoaboliſh the doctrine of Chriſt;are num- 
bred twentie and nine yeeres. Againe,from the death of 
Chriſt to the ouerthrowe of Hirruſalem, there was for- 
teyecres. And from that generall perſecution , whych 


appened inthe fortic and ſixe yeere , vntill the eyghtie 
the Fand fixe yeere,are accompted fortie yeeres : which's the 
vhs fanyddle yecre between the eightie foure, when that ex- 
cher + | PF allks cecding 


ceeding (traunge vniting together of the Planets ſhal ap- 
peare,and theeyghtie eyght,about which that contunc- 
tion ſhall take hus tull force, | 

Moreouer.I find,that theſe tymes,in which thoſe two 
wonderfull contunSions dyd appeare, fixe yeeres before 
the byrth of Chriſt, &1n the dayes of Charles the Great, 
and thethyrd and laſt,which ſhall happen before the ful 
expyring of ſixe thouſand yeeres, the thouſand,fiue hun- 
dred,eightie and foure beyngat hand, doo fyll the ſame 
number, For Cypriaz Leoxitizzs dooth write, that that 0- 
ther vniting of Planets in the time of Charles the Great, 
chaunced inthe yeere,ſeuen hundred, eyghtie and nyne, 
after the natiuitic of Chriſt, Ifto this number ſo many 
moe were added, the yeeres would be,one thouſand, fine 
hundred,ſeuentie,and eight. Now, it to theſe were ad- 
ded thoſe fixe yeares before Chrilt was borne, when the 
firſt of theſe three coniun&ions happened , there ſhall a- 
riſe(counting from the Natiuitie of Chriſt, as it werefro 
an effe& of the former coniun&tion ) the ſame number 
of yeares in full quantitie agreeing with that dreadfull 
yeare.cyghtie foure,aboue a thouſand flue hundred: on- 
ly that firſt ,' fromthis laſt, which is to come, differing 
thoſe {ixeyeares before Chriſtes byrth, 

I coateſſe my ſelfnot to be skiltull in Aſtronomue, al- 
though I doo greatlyeſteeme that Arte ( ifit be ſoberly 
vied,and not vainely abuſed) which ſome, becauſe they 
are notacquainred therwith ( as comonly it happeneth) 
doo not only deſpiſe, but alſo with cuill wordes, becauſe 
itis abuſed offome,deface. Butifthe writing of Leowiti- 
x-,and which was a great while before his tyme /ohr: Sto- 
ffer.and other Aſtronomers iudgementes , of thoſe rare 


coniunctions of all the Planets in the ende' of watry Tri- | 


gon, be true : (as certeſſe I beleeue, and verily perſwade 
my ſelte)I ſay plainely,itis a thing greatly to be maruey- 
led at,thatthoſe collations of tymes(in which the Lorde 
Godeyther hath beſtowed ſinguler benefites vppon his 
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© Of theſecond comming of Chriſt, | 


Church,and alſo will beſtow,or altered kingdomes, and 
wyll alter)by ſucha certaine woonderfull equalitie, #d 
quantitie of number ſhould anſwer between themſelues, 
euen as thoſe cauſes of Aſtronomers in euerye reſpect 
haue doone. Of which it is moſt euidently gathered,that 
the Lorde God, by a ſinguler prouidence, andeternall 
Counſayle,doth guyde and gouerne al things, And alſo 
/3tis plainly to be {een that he hath made the Starres, and 
| the courſe of them to be as it were Clockes of his eter- 
fo counſaile,and gouernmentes of ſuch thinges in his 


_ 


Church,and common Weales,euen as the Lord God al. P:aiſeof a. 
ſo doth witneſſe himſelfe, that thoſe lights 1n the Firma- = SO 


"nent of heaue, ſhould be for Signes of tymes,and dayes, 
nd yeares. 

And therfore from theſe things do cunning Aſtrono- 
ers fetch their conie&ures,bycauſe through a certayne 
rder which the Starres do keepe, they haue by long vie 
bſerued very many things, that fo, from a true obſerua-. 
ion of principles , they may bring foorth generall con- 
ectures, whoſe euentes doo marueylouſly agree togea- 
her, And that there is a certaine order, or a true courſe 
fthe Starres , that wonderfull agreeing togeather of 
eares,continually in greatalteration of Kingdomes , 8 

eligion,which hath been marked,is a great proofe: as 
y that which is already ſpoken, ſhall more plainely ap- 
eare.Truly, as oftas I coſider theſe things, I am-not on- 
exccedingly troubled in mynd , but as it were. copel- 
d to belecue, that that eſpecial tyme of the end of thys 
orld,isnighathand : becauſe the Lord among other 


hings alſo hath giuen vs certayne tokens, theſe to wyr: 

that before his comming , there ſhalbe a darkening of 
| theSunneand Moone,and that the qualities of the hea- 
uens ſhalbe troubled . By which woordes no doubt he 

wouldefignifie , thatthe whole Firmament of Starres 

fhoulde be altered, and as it were threatena deſtruQti- 
on, : ; £ CBE TTEt $4 1þ VeETSIN We (09 fo 
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| a comfortable diſcourſe. 0.2m * 


Of the ſecond comming Geri, [ 
«4 application of Hiſtories,and 0- | 


ther Teſtimonyes , wyth abort repetition; 
ofthat which is ſpoken. R 
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Herefore , in my iudgement 
herein is conteyned a woon- 
derfull Myſterie , yea greater 
then may bee vttered by any 
man,in that our mercytull fa-|| jt 
ther (if any credit may be gy-|| I 
uen to Aathemaricians) to | i 
theſe three tymes , betweene | j7 
11 thoſe two thouſande yeeres of | - 
the laſtage, which(according 1 
to Ehas Propheſie) wereappoynted to Chryit, hathan- 
nexed the ſame coniunGtion of all the Planets, vnder the | © 
ſame Signes. Becauſe, iftheſe Mathematicall obſcruati- p 
ons,together with that agreement of tymes already ſpo- 
ken of, were compared with the Propheſies of the Pro- x 
{ 
h: 
at 
Pt 


phetes,of Chri/,and of Paxle, we ſhall fynde a maruay- 
lous conſent of all theſe things. Which thing by the Pro- 
phetes,by Chriſt,and by the Apoſtles ( the Starres ſigni- 
fying the ſame , through the vnſpeakeable loue of God 
towardes his Church) is therefore done, that theſe three 
times, asit were by a molt neceſlary obſcruation, ſhoulc 
be marked : to wyt, about what time Chriſt tooke vpo 
him our nature,alſo aboutwhattime , by the comming 
of Antichriſt,the true do&rine of Chriſt was obſcured 
and that ſonne of perdirion obteined the chicfe place i 
the Church,and Empire of the world : and finally,abou 
what tyme that glorious comming of the ſonne of Goc Sl 
to iudgement, is to be looked for. But that we may theſj, 
better opentheſethings , let vs conſider,after what ma-{ 4 
nertheeuentesof thoſe two former tymes haue happe 
ned, in whichthe ang conſtellation of the Starres oi 
cording 


TEt 


| cording to the opinion of Cyprian Leowitizs, did come, 
l\ that of thoſe two paſt, we may the better iudge of that 
| moſt ioyfull comming of the ſonne of God, to all his e- 
_V{ le&,and may cettainly perſwade our ſelues, that he wyll 
| |} make haſt,and comeſhortly,and with ſpeede: and alſo 
| let vs conſider that time,in which the ſame conſtellation 
ſhall appeare againe, which was twiſe before,8& in mul- 
pv || titude of yeares(as is aboue ſayd)is like thefe paſt. oye com 
When the Godly about Chriſtes time 'd1d ſee the ming of chrit 
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F | gouernment ſhould be taken not onely from the ſtocke 9r0the flech, 
_| fof Daxid, butalſo from the Tewes , and tranſlated to 

A | ſtrange rulers,to wit,the houſe of A»r;pater the Idumite, 

ne | j39 doubt they ſuppoſed that Chriſts comming into the 


of | fAcſhwas the athand:and the rather they didſo thinke, 
\ | becauſe /acob the Pariarch had long before propheſied, cen. 4s. 
'S that the Scepter ſhould not be taken from da, nor the 
he | captainefrom betweene his feete, vntill Silo came, or he 
which was to be ſent :andalſo theſe ſeuentic weekes of Dan. 5, 
Daniell,Arewe well to an ende, which being expired,the 
ruler of the people, ſhould ſhewe himſelfe . Neither dyd 
that vndoubted hope deceyue the godly : for the 
ſonne of God Chriſt at that time tooke our fleſhe vppon 
him truly andin deede,he was a Sacrifice for our ſinnes, 

4 and roſe from death for our deliverance, fo that thoſe 
0} Propheſyes were fully expyred, and tooke theyr cf- 
fe&. And that then all the Tewes thought their eſ5:as 
ſhould be borne , which they dreamed ſhould be a 
. {myghtye Monarch, and rule ouerthe world , Sweronivs 
ny Tranguillus doth euidently ſhew in the life of Vaſa, 
<2Fthe fourth Chapter. 

Lykewiſe San Parl did foretell a moſt certaine ar- Orthe com- 
gument of the comming ofthe ſonne of perdition . For "ing of an- 
Y he inthe tyme of P2x/, there were ſomein fo wicked an , qa, .. 

SFopinion,that they thoughtthe comming of the Lorde 
NiFenen then to be nigh at hande , whom Pale endeuou - 
P-Þcthto bring from that error , teaching that the Lord 
i = G.4 ſhould 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, © 


ſhould not come, before that wicked manan enemy to 
God, werc firlt reucaled , and that he hould not bere- | 
uealed,excepthiritthat auncient and preſent Empyre of f 
Rome were vtterly aboliined, Which thing he dooth ſig- * ; 
mihie in theſe wordes, ſaying : He onely which keepeth , lex 
him holdpreſently, untill he be taken away, and then that wits® 
ked man ſhalbe diſcloſed, Hierome followed the ſame ſenſe, 
wryting vato Algafain this manner - Que canſaſi, &c, 
That is: Tox kzowe very well,what the cauſe is , that, eAnti- 
chriſt nowe preſently .commeth not . He wyll not. plan ſays 
that the Romane Empire muſt be deftroyed which the goner= . 
| monurs thereof ſuppoſe ſhall continue for ener , Whereof it is, 
that according to Johns Rexelation in the forehead of that 
propled Harlot , there is wrytten a name of blaſphemie , of 
exerlaityng Rome . For if he had playnly ſayd, eAnty= 
chryſt ſpall not come, except fyrſt the Romane Empire be abo- 
liſhed, a nite cauſe there myght ariſe of perſecutyng. the 
Eaft Church which thenwas .Andalitcle after ,he ſayth: 
The Romane Empire, which now keepeth all Nations in ſub 
veftion,uft be onerthrowengend then ſnall Antychrift come, 
the fountaine of miq 1:tie . Theſame ſenſe dooth Turtallie 
an,in his treatiſe of the reſurrection ofthe fleſh , & Lac- 
rantiustreate of,in his ſeucnth booke.and. 25 , Chapter 
of [ſtitutions, ED Ez 
| Butifwe would compare the propheſie of Pale, 
| | | wyth the deedes of Charles the Great , we ſhall fynde 
; that Propheſye in thoſe dayes marucylouſlye to haue 
| taken effece,and then the auncient Empire of the Ro- . 
manes altogeather to haue come to naught, and the 
] title of the Empyre , which was the image of the Beaſt, 
' | | to be tranſlated to rhe Frenchemen, and Germans,and - 
| afterwardes by little and little eſpecially to haue come {| 
to the Pope of Roire , whichatthat time began playnly 
Pans toſhewhimſelte to be very Antichriſt, & thatdamnable þ 
3 child, Becauſe hewas not only cotent to be qzcoupirince, 
2 ot the head of the vniuerſall Church (as Phocas before | 
| ve 
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' acomortable diſcourſe. 


abone two hundred yeares, had appoynted him)butak 
ſo thel ord of Lords. For Charles now beirg anroynted 

& crowned Emperour by the Pope - (becauſe he had 
: Inckely ouercome De/eris kyng of the Lorgebardians, 
which ambiciouſly ſought the Emperourſhip of al /raty) 
and afterwardes his ſorne Ledoricr s Pirrs, trom whece 
alſo he received that name, to be called Lodowthe the 
Godly, graunted vrto- him the government both of 
Rome, & of many other prouinces:& this gift of Zodas 

rike hath Raphac/Polatera inthe 2Res of Pepme & of the 
perours, faythfully committed to poſterities by 
ryting. So the power & malice of the Byſhops increa- 


they yet innamethe ſeruants of Slaues, butin deede as 
twere chiefe Monarches of all Kings , feruing at their 


ordes., arif he ould be God hiy{elfe. The holy aſſembles 

dmeetings of his brethres,zea of his Lords he eondemmeth. 
eu in feare, leaft hebe-compelledto give an accon;tt of 

boſe things which dayly he doth' u0mgs. more agayn#t the 

es, He ſpeakerh wonderfull things , as if he were God, 

7 ewedemſes are in his my nde , whereby he may impropriate 
: £ "ff He 1he. 
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ing by little & hittle, the whole world came vnder their 
ſubjection,& all Emperours, Kings, & Princes became - 
4 as it were their Clients,or(as I may ſay)their Vaſſals : 8 


zeckes. Ofth.{e we hane a notable teſtimonie of that. 


& 685, 


The blaſphe- 
mous atTos 

gancie of the 
wicked Pope, 


the Empireto himſelfe. He chaungeth lawes, his owne he \ 


eſftabliſheth , he abuſeth,he ſpoyleth,deceyueth;ſlayerh . Thys (\ 
man of perd:tio which ts called Antichriit,jn whoſe forchead 
it 15 written , [am Godand cannot erre, Heſuteth in th 
temple of God,and beareth ſway far and wyde . But as it 15.98 
holy Scripture : He which readeth , let him underſtand. The | 
learned ſhall underitand, all the ungodly ſhall doo wicked, 
and ſhal not perceie, And a little after, Komani maieftas po- | 
puli.crc. The Maicitie of the Romane people,which ſometime | 
ruled the whole world ,is taken from the earth,andthe Em 
pire is returned into Alia, Agayne, The Eat ſhall beare ſway, | 
the Weſt ſhalbe in ſubteftion , The kingdome ſhalbe augmen- | 
red,the chiefe power of things,by many ſhalbe ſcattered, deny= || 
ded diminiſhed, I will not ſay, torne, cinill diſſention for ener i 
is ſowengneither ſhall we perceyue the ende of bloody batales. | 
The Emperour is a vaine appellation, or name , andis onely 4 
ſhadowe, Ten Kings are togeather , which haue dmided the | 
world, ſometime the Empire of Rome gut for the defence but 1 
deſtruttion of the ſame .&&. Se 4 + 
Finally alſo,cuen as the Pope jn power and authoritie 
hath increaſed ; ſo likewiſe in aſohemics and impictic | | 
hath he abounded:inſomuch,thart at legth he hath vſur- 
ped the power gf God,inuerted the face of all true Reli- | 
gion,and defiled the ſame with his filth: which thing no {| 
wiſe man can denie, Therefore doth he ſit in the Temple 
of God, chaſlenging to him ſelfe the authoritic of the || 
{ 
| 


higheſt:and as Pax/e ſpeaketh, boaſting himfclfe to' bee 
God,as may be proued by the Decrees and Decretals of 
the Popes,ifany man thinke we ſay not the truth, Heare 
what his moſt impudent fauourers on his behalte. haue 
reported : The Pope (ſay they):s called as it were won- 
derfull, from Pape the Interieftion of wondering, becauſe 
he :s Chriftes Vicar ard Gods, whoſe the fulneſſe of the earth 
is, And /ohn Andr.Vpon this word Pope, in theProeme 
of Clement ſpeaketh thus : Papa diftns eft quaſipater j4- 
tri.cic. The Pope is called as it were the father of al fathers, 
| EN; haing 


haning onel the fulneſſe of power. Alſo Thomas of Aquine 


ys ſ fayth that 2 ſpirnuall matters, and temporal, he hath the 


| 


7 ſameſeate(ſay they 


' chiefeit degree,equally to Peter the Apoitle. Atawoord, 


they make him a Mungrell, as partly God, and partly 
man, They call him , The Spouſe of the Church, The 
mother of the faythfull, which cannot erre,whoſe:voyce 
is heauenly,cuen as Peters was, and therefore that he.is 
| the chicfeſt Indge : whoſe wickednes, as the murders 


# of Sampſon,the ſyoyles of the Hebrues , the adulterie of 


lacob,are tobe a; of none: torthere is one and the 


| both of God and the Pope . The 


7 Popes wyll is fayd to be a heauenly wyll ,and therefore is 
1 of power tochaunge the nature of things , to apply that 


|ynto one which belongeth to another, and ot nothing 
'} » make ſomewhat. Are not theſgand ſuch lyke Ryles 
| uf the Canoniſtes, formally recited, marueilous things? 
which with blaſphemous and wicked lyppes vnder the 
Popes perſon,according to Dazie/s Propheſie,ſpeake a- 
| gaynſt the God of Gods.  Andas the Occidentall Em- 
| pyre of the great Popein the tyme of Chzrics the Great, 
was diuided from the Orientall.: ſo likewiſe the Empyre 
tat Conſtantinople, which ſometime was called alſo the 
Orientall Empyre of Rome , afterwards was greatly 
diminiſhed by the great Turke and Sara/ms, whoſe pow- 
er afterward increaſed more and more, and that migh- 
tily, Afterward , a litle beforethe raigne af Caroles Cal- 
#:rs , Couſin to Charles the Great, the TartananTurkes, 
by occaſion they were requeſted to aſsiſt the Per/ians a- 


- gainſt the Saraſins , obteyned all e4/ia: and theſe em- 


: bracing the Mathemarticall ſe&, atthe length came to 
; be of great power, .So that theſe two wicked and Anti- 
 chriſtan- kingdomes tooke their .beginning,when the 
 Romane Empire in Phocas tyme and Heraclms, was im- 
payred,and in the raygne of Charles the Great, the Em- 
; pyre almoſt ſubuerred, they dayly more and more 


| 415 5 mightely 
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_ Ofthe ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
mightely increaſed in this weake and diuided kingdome 
whoſe feete were become partly of yron , and partly of 
earth. Afterward,by lyes, backſlidings , and ilaughter, 
(which are the properties of Antichriltians)their ruling { 
andreligion was confirmed;andthe Saintes of God, by 
mingling earthly with heauenly things, were vexed : as 
Hiſtoriographers and the Chronicles of oh» Auemize 
euery where doo witnefſe and therefore both ofthem 
by the glorious commyng of the Lorde , ſhall bee abo- 
lyſhed, ard ihall receyiic one, and the ſame deſtruQti- 
On. - 

| ittherefore to the conſclarion of all the godly , and 
Ofeie com. Confirmation of our fayth,the holy Ghoſt hath had a 
wing of Chit great care todeliger vnto'vs by the Prophets , certayne 
toludgement. fggefignes, by which myght be conieured when- the 
comming 0f Chriſt in the fleſh was nigh athund': whoſe 

comming thould yet before the-world, be batand: very 

ſimple, and-yet of ſufficient power to ſaue our ſoules 

from the heauy curſe and* diſpleaſure of God. And if 
-the' holye Ghoſte hath beene ſo-carefull in giuyng- 

tothe Church,andthe choſen of God; cerrayne ſignes 
and tokens ofthe comming of Antichriſt , no doubt he. 

did the ſame,that the-better they might fhun and for- 
fake all his vntrue teachings and blaſphemies, by the 
helpe of Gods woord. And therfore hath the holy ſpi- 
Tit of God berithe mare diligentto ſhew to the Church. 
many-and* manifeſt ſignes' of the-Lords comming to- 
indgement,thatſo he might drine vs from all fecuritie 
of this life, and wake vs ont of the deepe ge of our |j 
deadhy ſinnes,leaſt by the ſpeedy comming of the Lord|]be 
toindgement;we ſodaynly periſh: and thar in allaſflicti4ſco! 
ons, with which the Church is continually vexed , welſbir 
myghthaueaſure truſt and-confidence in. the mercy off beg 
God, Andtherfore the ſonne of God hiin felfe in thef the 
 Jaſtpreaching before his death, through a great good ſho 
will, gaue vs many ſignes,and earneſtly charged _ chic 
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a comfortable diſcourſe. fol. 15. 
e | king his parable fro the Fyg tree, that beholdirg thoſe 
pf { tokes imminent , we ſhould carctully and readily,attend 
r, | the comming ofourBrydegrome. Forthat comming, 
8 | toallthe godly and chofen of the Lord, ſhalbe joytull 
y } andcomtcrtable. In which the Sorne of God ſhall ap- 

| peareinpowermightye, inglory woondertil, and ſlew . 
7 \Eymſctftohis foes terrible,tovs comfortable : to them 
m {| ſeuere,gentleto vs : to them a iudge and condemner, 
>- {toysan Aduocate and Redeemer : to them an enemy 
t- { anddeſtroyer,to vsan aflured friend and defender : 10 
t he ſhall recompence them with fire continuall a- 

d hong theDiuils, but vshe ſhal feward with his fauour | 


| frpetuall, inthe focictieof Angels,and celeſtial habita- 

ne Jon, Andtherforedoth /ce/call thatday of the Lord, ,.. 
he eat day;and temible (to the wicked ) when. all from 

fe he worlds creation ,ſtalbe made to ſtand before-the -. 

ry fibunall ſeate ofGod. _. REFS 

les {| Abouelhaue ſkewed, that the chietcſt ſigne of the 


if pmmingofthe ſonne of man was the preaching cf the 
ng- poſpell, which Parſe termieth the ſpirit of the Lords . 
es }outh: alſoI have declared how that ſigrc is cuident 
he- |theſe dayes,and that Antichriſt by the breath of the 
uth of the Lord,is ouerthrowen and ſtrangled with 


he pnen.as Siby/ Erithrea ſpeaketh(thatis with interpre- 
pt- fionsof holy Scripture imprinted in Paper made of ;;, q, 
ch. jnen)itis manifeſtto all godly men and miiructed in 
to. jereligion. Now what other thing remayneth 3 But 


tie econfumnmation of the world,and that gloriouscom: 
Dur ing of th:lord by which that wicked & dined ſor ſhal PT 
xdiibe abolithed according to Chriſts words, Hitherto thar. A 
Hj{contungion of all Planets which was a little beforethe : 
afbirth of Chriſt, and in the time'of Ch2r/s the great. in the 
off beginning both ofthe Turkes tyrannicall dominion , & 
theſ the Popes Antichriſtian religion , which ſral enſue very 
od ſhortly doth belog. As if the Lord would fay: behold the 
chicfelt ſigne of my conuning;according to my promit, 


ng the 


ihe fededromning of rj, | 


Me 


thepreaching of the Goſpell is come already, you {ee | 
the power of Antichriſt my ſworne enemie is greatly | 
weakened,now ſhall you ſee the ſignes in heauen, which | 
foretold my former comming in the fleſh;and the com- | 
ming of my adnerſary, by which you may gather my | 
commyng; wherebyTwill vtterly aboliſh his yſurped go- \; 
nernement;and abandon him from the godly, to that 
bottomleſſe pyt of hell. And therefore take you heede, 
and be circamſpeR,for the tyme of your deliuerance is 
athand. Neyther can wedoubt(ſith the ſtatres are of 
theLord God created for ſignes vnto vs)but that mar- 
neilous coniunGtion of the Planets , dooth foreſhewe 
a wonderfull and incredible alteration of all things. 
: And what other chaunge may we looke for, I pray you? 
But cuen the vtter deſtruction of the world, and the 
- triumphant appearing ofthe Lord. For the ſixe thou- 
ſand yeere,which is the laſt daye, draweth to the cue- 
ning courſe of times, and their foretolde agreement, 
declarethe end to be at hand : the preaching of the 
bps, 9 ſhineth ;the Pope of Rome by the breath of the 
Lord periſheth, and we are in Religion colde, careleſſe, 
and contemne his preachers, which the Lord God-can- 
not ſuffer long to go vnpuniſhed. Alſo this fearful incli- 
natio of the Stars,the daily talke of wars,the direful ciuil 
contentions;the cruel diffentio inreligion, the great plg,.. - 
cs, the miſcrable hringer the ſtraunge tempeſts ,rhh\ | 
woonderfull rifings of the Sea,and other fignes , whiſc 
many tymes hane come after the preaching of the GO! 
pell,and dayly doo more increaſe,are out of doubt the; 
euident ſignes of the worlds ſpeedy ouerthrow , and ha- 
ty comming of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt the ſonne of God, 
to judge the quicke and the dead. h 
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FN C Of the fifteene hundred yeares 
_ afterthe Apoſtles tymes vntyll the 


| laſtiudgement. 

: \ 2 Here are beſides theſe, many 

= other ſivcete and very proba- - 
s * ble coniecQures of the ſud- 

# | daine comming of the Lorde 

EE Fi to 1adgement, Which con- 
ks hi] taine many and profitable in- Y 
e If {tructions, and will be woon- 

. derfull,&ſtraunge perchance 

i to many,for the {mal confide- 


| ration they haue of the, which 
- fFrheywerewell wayed, might bring vs into a great ad- 


&  hirarionof Gods pronidence. Itis well knowen to all 

T, © helearned,and not doubted, butthatall gouernments, p,,,,, 4 pa 
IE tcotdingto the Princes of Philoſophie Platoesand Ari: tic, aiſtoreles 
1C cles doctrine , haue their certaine concluſions : andit 5-P9 

ey ay be tor truth , that euery fine hundred yeeres there 

N- ippenwonderfulalterations both in Religion & comg- 

- on Weales : as there appeared three-in 4oſes King- 


me. For from the comrning out of «Egypt vnto Salo- 
* >»y,there was about fine hundred yeares , from thence 
; tothecaptiuitic of Babyloz, other fiue hundred : and 
Mm the returning, vnto the laſt ſubuerſio,fine hundred 
oe: which laſt periode doth greatly agree with thoſe 
faen weekes of Dazie/l,becauſe they are in niiber foure 
undred foure {core,and tenne. And therfore by a bricfe 
arking of the tymes and things brought to paſſe , we 
ill makeiteaident,thatthelaſt fiue hundred yeares fro 
eApoltles tyme, fully ſhalbeexpiredin this Monarchie 
the Pope, which now threatenetha great ruine & per- 
ance an vtter downefall abour the eightie eyght and 
ctie three yeere,the former inclinations of the ſtarres 
| Hi, and 


Apoc.1z, 


Euſebius. 


© Offthe ſecond comming of Chr if, 


and other enſuing, forcſhewing dyrefull things euen ve 
till the ſixe thouſand and a hundred yeere, Which Mo- 


narchie is called of /-h» in his Reuelation, the image of | 
the beaſt by reaſon of a certayne likenes it hath with the ? 
old Monarchie, which by the like tirany againſt the Chriz 


ſtias,8 maner of gouernmet by their eccleſiaſtical Senat, 


& by their ſecular power (as they ſay) to the ſatiſFyirig of | 


their minds in oppreſsing the Chriltia veritie,through al 
the world,they doo exerciſe, So that by a great and in- 
fallible ſuppoſition,it may be gathered, that the noble 
comming ofthe Sonne of God is nigh athande: ſith 
the preaching of the goſpel now goeth before, by which 
this Monarchie hauing his aucthoritie from the Drago, 
at length ruinous beginneth to ſtoupe, but cannot vt= 
terly be aboliſhed, according to Par/es dottrine, vntill 
the Lord come for altogether. For by hiſtories we kriow 
Tohnthe Euangeliſt to have lyued longer tyme than any 
ofthe Apoſtles, and to haue written his Goſpel at Ephe= 
ſs , and afterward , when as none of the Apoſtles were, 
no,not many dayes before linyng,it is wel knowen, that 
' hewas ſent of Domit:az,into the Iland Parhmeos,where he 


-comitted his Reuelation to writyng,and that was about 


thedayes of Traia»the Emperour, which the hundred 


 yeare from Chriſtes natiuitie, being adopted by Nerua, 


cameto the Empenill throne : from whom , for cauſes 
enſuyng, Iwyll begyn to recite three notable chaunges 
and alterations,hoth in Religion , and inthe Empyre, 
which differ one from another according to the true ac- 
ccmpt of yeares, but five hundred yeares a peece. 

Now theſe hundred yearesfrom the birth of Chrift 


ynto the tymc of Traian, being expyred, ſo ſtraunge + 


things and myraculons both in the Church and com- 
mon Weales happened, as from the beginning of the 
worlde ſach and ſo great neyther haue, neyther ſhall 
cometo paſſe,cxcept onely in thelaſt comming of the 


Lordgf WC 


a comfortable diſcourſe. 
Lord.at what time he ſhall call the dead before his tribu- 
nall ſeate,that ſo the whole vngracious worlde may be 
brought ynto perpetuall thame , and the vertuous to eE- 
uerlaiting glory. For firit our Lord and Sauiour Chriſt 
was borne ofa virgin,pertectnman,the Meſsias promiſed 
tothe Patriarches,the {onne of one ſubſtance with his e- 
ternall father, by whom God hath made of nothing , all 
things, both in heauen aboue,and incarth belowe, and 
redeemed mankynd which was fallen, from ſinne and 
wickednes ; tor in the behalfe of vs al, he hath ſuffered a 
moſt reprochefull death of the Croſſe, totheend, that 
death, and the Diuell beyng vanquiſhed, he myghtryd 
all belecuers from eternall death , and the intolerable 


| yoke of Satan. He hath alſo ryſen lyke a conquerour in 
/ glory from the dead,and aſcended into heauen, thathe 


myght prepare a waye for vs to his almightie father, 
whoſe anger by his righteouſnes he had appeaſed , and 
reconciled him vnto vs. | 
Finally alſo,at the tealt of Pentecoſt, God miraculouſe 
ly and without meane ( accordingas it was long before 
promiſed by the Prophets)dyd powre out his holy ſpirit 
full ofall grace and goodnes,vppon his Apoſtles, that in 
all Nations they might be able to glorifye God, andin 
euery language declare their meſſage of glad tydings: as 
alſo maugrethe diuel and his Adherents, the ſame(not- 
| withſtanding the outragious crueltie of Neroand Do- 
(mitian, ) was by the Apoſtles preached,and publiſhed 
;throughout all the world. 
| Laſtly,what wonderful things haue happened in com- 
mon weales from the byrth of Chriſt vnto the hundred 
weare after the ſame,at which time Traiaze firſt receiued 
the Emperiall Diademe, I mynde not to proſecute eue- 
le thing particulerly, leaſt by that meanes, ( contrary 
o my purpoſe) Tenter into the diſcourſe of too long 
nd tedious a hyſtorie. Amoneſt other thinges , thoſg. 


rdg7 Wwoordes foreſpoken of Chriſt and the Prophetes, tea- 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
ching the ouerthrow andvtter deſtruction of the Tewes 
and Hieruſalemare fulfilled : and alſo vnder Trazare the 
Emperour there happened a great alteration in religion. 
For although the Empyre was of Rowe , yet was notthe 
Emperour a Romare borne, but a Spariard, and adopted 
to that dignitie, of Nerza which wasa Romane. And 
therfore by theſe it plainly dooth appeare, that the Apo= 
ſtles beyng deade , there was nowe a newe face of the 
Church,and that nothing ſo beautifull as the former, && 
alſo a newe ſtate of Empire preſignityed of 7h» in hys 
Reuelation, Becauſe that Taiz was the eyght from the 
ſcuenth who was Nerza , which was the ſeuenth from 
Nero the laſt of the ſtocke of Ceſars,from whom /ohn be- 
ginneth to number the ſcuen Kings, which were the ſe- 
uen heades of th2Bealt, And therfore *e ſayth. : Betis 

API 17+ Gurarn vidilhfuit,co non ef, that is, The Beaſt which thou 
ſaweſt was, andis not,thatis,the Romane Empire 1s, but 
not ſuch an Empire, as that was which came of theſtock 
of Czſars.8 decayed when Nerxadyed. And nowinthe 
time of Domitian,of thoſe ſcuen, five were dead : but the 
ſeuenth which was Nero,was not yet come, And,cum ve- 
zerit opportet eumbrene tempus manere , nec diu imperare: 
when he commeth he muſt tary a ſhort time,& gouerne 
but a while: which alſo came to paſſe, becauſc he raigned 
but one yere & three monthes,Buc Trata- was the eight, 
a Spaniard,no Romare borne, & adopted by the ſeueth. 
Wherfore to the purpoſe ſayth the Angell to /o-» in this 
maner : Beſtia qe erat , The beaſt which was,to wit, the 
Romane Empire, 9 e/?, & is not the Romane, but a 
Romanſpar.ihe Empire , is o&tauzs erit, that ſhalbe the 
eight, from Nero,”+ e ſepterms eff and 1s of theſeuenth, to- 

wit,adopted of Vera. 

Wherefore becauſe of this s1:eration in the Empyre, 
and mournefull countenance of the Churche, by reaſon 
that her chiefe Rulers, and Apoſtles were dead , we wylt 
here begin to accompt the firſt five hundred yeares, eus 
| TS, yntQ; 
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ynto the dayes of Heraclyus and Phocas , which chanced 
1 inthe,604 and.602.yeere from Chriſtes Natiuitie . A- 
bout which tyme Boniface the thyrd was confirmed y- 
niyerſal Byihop-of al the world, and manifeſted the fore- 

{ runner ct Antichriſt, as likewiſe Gregorie the great, not 
} many yeeres before had pronounced of the Patriarch of 

Conitantinople,which ambitiouſly ſought to be Primate, 
| orchicfe Biſhop of the reſt . About this time the Ro- 
; mane Empire was much weakened , and the Turke be- 
{ ganto beof power, This firſt periode , may well be re- 
| terred to the Church of Chriſt.in whoſe beginning as it 
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were ſhe ſuffered a moſt greuous perſecution of the Ro- 


{manEmpyre, that cruell and bloody beaſt, and had 
/ many godly and learned men,which entred moſt dan- 


gerous and continuall conflicts for the ouerthrowe of 


{ 1creſies : and yet notwithſtanding by litle and litle ma- 


ny ceremonies were brought into the Church, by which 


| at lzngth ſhe was marueilouſly polluted : the chiefeſt 
! bringer of thoſe Ceremonies into the Church, was Gre- 
Lorie the great, vntill Boxiface by the helpe of Phocas, 
{dyd playaly declare hymſelfto be Antichrilte in deede, 
1 Fromthis time vntil the raygne of Herr:e the fourth, Thefeconde 

we recken the ſecond periode of fiue hundred yeeres : in 


which all papiſticall ſuperſtition , Idolatrie, blaſphemie, 
orders of Monkes,power of the Pope, with the chicte 
enate of Cardinals,dyd aboue meaſure encreaſe,and in 
he ryme of Hezrr,thatimpietie came to ripenes euen as 
alſo afterward did the Turkes tyrannie and blaſphemie. 
cfore about a two hundred and fiftie yeares,numbring 
rom Phocas the Emperour,which alſo haue their ende, 
0 wit,in the daies of themperors,the Pope ofRome was 
yceſed to bea ciuil Magiltrate,receiued his chief auStho- 
ritie from Pipine,and afterwards from Chorles the great, 
and L2doxike the Godly, and was indued with manye 
prouinces,& aJorned with double power or with both 
Swords bath of ruling the ſpiritualitie ( as they ſay ) and 
Re H.iu, Laitie, 


Period. 


Laitie : which he obteyned'vnder the pretence of Relt- 

_ gion: andtherfore /o4» in his Reuelation gyueth to this 
&poca.1,, Beaſte two hornes like vnto the Lambe.. About which 
tyme,both the Turkith Empire (as in his place it is ſayd) 

dayly increaſed, andthe old Romaine Empire contynu- 

ally decayed,and was diuided into the Orientall 8& Oc- 

cidentall Empire. Yet notwithitandyng the Occidetall 
Emperours in reſpe& ofthe others , had tull power to 
create,and confirme what Biſhops they would , Butin 

the time of Herr the tourth , that order was altogether 
chaigediBecanls the Biſhops at the length had brought 

ynto themfclues all power and aucthoritie , both of or= 

Lanf.de$acra dainyng and chooling Byſhops,and Emperours to, and 
Virgidein made a new Eccleſialticall or Cardinals Senate, to the 
ia? which was giue full power,to chooſe whom they would 
P% tothe Papacye, the Pope beyng dead , andreſerued to 
themſelues all auRthority of chooſing and crowning 
Emperours, Againſt this vnſpeakeable ambitio & migh- 

tyc power of the Pope, dyd tor the maynteyning of hys 
Emperiall au&@hotritie , according to the Decree of hys 

father Henry the blacke , though in other things he dyd 

oucr much ſubmit himſelfe to the Popes aucthoritie, 

Hewxry the fourth, ſtoutely(as became a good Emperor} 

Keanez lib, gs. TCſiſt. For which cauſc,afterward Pope Hildebrande, Q- 
capi,s, therwyſe called Gregory the ſeueath, aw icked and infa- 
Bonds. Maus Magician, dydexcommunicate him, and rayſed 
capicy, © greatand greeuous warres agaynſt him by others, in ſo 
much that he diſplacing him, choſe a newe Emperour 


this inſcription- Petra det Petro, Petrxs diadema Rodole 


ryght hand, he died miſerable. 
Tree. , But Hevry being dead, whenas now the ſecond Pe- 
k-23ny riod of fyue hundred yeares, from the tyme of Phocas, 
was perte&ly finiſhed , the vngodly Pope by his craft 
and ſubtiltie,atthe beginning of hys raygne, ob 


named Ra{fe, towhom he ſent a crowne of Gold, with: 


pho: but atlength vanquithed by Herr, hauing loſt hys- 


Of theſecond comming of Chriſt, } 


- a rey 


um. 


— 


—. 


wal ww ad 4 62 Y a i > > cot a a x oc .ai<&4 ...ca op Go. a6 two 1t. 5 «a Ry "I 


ws As Ak 


—— 


| ah ; ; a comfortable diſcourſe. _ 29. 


eaſily of Herry the fift, (too wickeda ſonne for ſo godly 

a father)all his deſire. So that that diuine Reuclation of 

Tohn , dyd fully take effe& : bicauſe that Image of the 

Beaſt with two hornes,doth exerciſe al the power of the 

| former beaſt,and calleth al kings hisſonnes and laues, ,,. 

{ andearneſtly doth keepe the maner of the Gentiles tn all $7 

{ kynd of Idolatrie , onely hauing altered the names of 

* things.Laſtly alſoto this Image of the Beaſt by the Dra- 
gon{bycauſc he ſpeaketh like aDragon ) that power is 
gyucn,that he may quicken the other image of the beaſt, 


| thatis, this Germanicall Empire, which rather oughtto 
be termed a ſhadow of the old Empyre , than an image 
| of the ſame. For the Pope did giue lyfe to the image 
of the Beaſt by his ele&ion.For vnleſſe the Pope did con- 
frm theelc&ion, none was worthy of the name of an 
Emperour. Therfore vnder the pretence of the keyes of 
| the kingdome of heaue, this vngracious felow hath mar- 
; ueilouſly abuſed this power of the Drago, which power 
now by the preaching of the Goſpell, through the grace 
of God doth threaten ah vtter and laſt deſtructio: whoſe 
longeſt terme of fine hundred yeares, about the yeare a 
{ thouſand, ſfixe hundred,(or there about)is fully finiſhed. 
Wherfore(ſith this damnable childe, and the image of 
the Beaſt with the Dragon in that perfe& wickedneſle 
muſt be cut of, and caſt headlong into hell,) a great and 
infallible argumentis it,and agreeyng to Gods woord, 
and to the courſe of time , that this certaine computati- 
on of yeares doth ſignifie the Lords comming to be yery 
nigh at hand. 


| | COf things paſt already, things to 


come are maruetlouſlly gathered. 
TY Y that which hath beene ſpoken, as well as abriefe ' 
{4 Yannotation of tymes , and thynges that haue been 
doone,could ſhewe,it after a ſort appeareth , howe 
after the death of Hemy the fourth , the Pope be- 
© _ 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 

came the chiefe Monarch of al the world,ruled al kings, 
and obteynedall authority of chufing Biſhoppes. Alſo 
how that third Periode of fiue hundred yeares, about 
the yeare of our Lord, one thouſand andiixe hltindred 
{bould be fully perfe&, that ſo withoutal doubt we may 
looke fora new Metamorphoſis of theſe thingsgif things 
tocome may well be gathered of things palt alreadye. 
And what other(T beleech you) can we looke for, bute- 
uen that which was ſeeneand heard of /0/1n his Reue- 
lation, from hym which ſate on the Throne among the 
Apoc.2r.5s. fourcandtwenty Elders, ſaying : Beho/d,l make all things 
new, anew heauen,a newe earth, behold the Tabernacle of 
God with men, and he ſhall dvell with them , and they ſhalbe 
his people , and he ſhalbe a God with them, euen theyr God. 
But when thoſe yngodly Decrees & blaſphemies which 
the Romanes from the fifty ſeuen, vnto the thouſande 
one hundred yeare (inall thetime that Hemry the fourth 
raigned ) by alittle and little brought in, are conſidered 
and withall comparcd with our dayes, we thall finde all 
thoſethings continually to hate had (as it were pecu- 
liarly ) their fiue hundred yeares a peece. Whercforezin 
my judgment, by the times paſt, and ſtate oſthings pre- 
ſent, Iam the more confirmed to thinke the full and 
perte&end of all vngodlineſſe,to be yery nigh at hande, 


after which ſhall enſue that perpetuall and euerlaſting | 
world,in which the Lorde God nal raigne and rulein | 


4 


truth, and mercy,for cuer, - 
Decreta Pon- ,, Intthe time of Hey (as out of hiſtories wee gather) 


tiicm. theſe Decrees of the Byihoppes were publithed : firſt, | 


 - that theEmperours ſhould haue no aucthoritie to chuſe {| 
Kranrz.lib,5, Byſhoppes , norPope : for which cquſe' the Senate of 
ca.6, Cardinals, to who was giuenthat power, was inſtituted 
drop cg and preferred to grexthohour: then alſo they tooke vp- 
ceps, pon them tochuſe and refuſe Emperours at their plea- 


ſare,asplaynly appeared by H:debrandes eleftin 8 of Ro= | 
dolph , and diſplacing of Herry. Moreouer vnder. thys 
MY Emperour, 
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Emperour,that horrible Idolatric ofthe worſhipping & 
ring about of the bread,came into the Church. 
/ Taſtly,in theyeare one thouſand nyntie and three,all 
the lawes of Popes were gathered and ſet foorth by one 
Inon,B.of Carnor. And therfore no doubt, but the Lord 
{ Godalſo art his certainetime, will bring tonought , cut 
{ of, and by his comming to indgement , to the perpetual 
ſhame ofall Papiſtes,vtterly aboliſh all that impietie and 
wickednes,which the Diuell by his miniſters , tothere- 
proche of God, hath cauſed, increaſed, and confirmed. 
For we haue examples both inthe people of the Iewes, 
and Gentiles. For when as their ſuperſtition, and obſti. 
ate vyngodlines was cometo the top, then ſprangvp the 
uedodtrine , and preaching of the Goſpell, by which 
cir falſe doctrine was reproued,yet inthe meane while 
hrough the iuſt and horrible diſpleaſure of God againſt 
hem,moſt greeuouſly were they plagued : euen as alſo 
appened to the Iewes,by Hieruſalems deſtruction, and 

0 to other nations, and laſtly to Rome, in the miſera- 

le ſpoyling of the Gothes and YVaraolles. 

Butifthe time ſince the preaching of the Goſpel were 
well marked,we ſhall ſee moſteuident beginnings of the 
ruine and ouerthrowe of the Pope and Papacie, which 
perchance eyther ſhall go before the laſt end of tyme, or 
{ els inthat third ſpace of fyue hundred yeares , or ſome- 

whatafter, by the Lordes coming ſhall cometo naught, 

SodooIperlwade my ſelfe : thinke you what you will,at 
\ your pleaſure,8& yet take heede ye thinke nor falſly. But 
Ifzfinother placesI erre,the matter is not great. Foritis 
fcertayne outofthe word of God, that this errour ſhall 
notlong continue. For Chriſtis the very truth, and can- 
noterre, But let vs note what hath happened, and dayly 
{dooth happen among Chriſtians in this our age , and 
{ plainly and enidently,we ſhall ſee all things (foreſpoken) 
$ to hauc,anddayly to come to paſſe, about this very time 

of fue hundred yeeres, For oo haue anotable _—_ 
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An admoni:i- 
onto Princes, 


An aJmoniti- 
on to Indges, 


Palm, 2% 


Sung. Gro, of all the Popes decrees ? which afterwarde by or! "By 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, | 
hereof intheeleRors, and ſtates of the Empire, which ing 
the yeare one thouſand, fiue hundred fiftie and eyght,”. 
(which was about the fiue hundred yeare after the Popes \ 
began their tyrannie ouer Kings and Princes ) dyd chuſe | 
Ferdinand; the Emperour, maugre the Pope, and for e- ; 
uer diſanulled that decree of the Cardinals, forthe con- 
firmation of hisele&ion, How (I beſeech you) hath Lo- | 
tharinge a Gurſian Cardinall in Frawnce, and Granuellus a- 
nother Cardinal in Be//giafor al their Cardinalthips pre- 
uayled,in their laboring to confirme the Popes audtho.. | 
ritie, and to bring jn the Spaniſhe Tnquifition ? Haue | 
not the Frenchmen, and Belgias, by that meane rather. \, 
rebelled againſt them,and caſt from their ſhoulders that 
intollerable yoke of the Popes bondage ? By which no 
doubt itis cuident,that that ſpace of five hundred yercs 
in which the Cardinals bare the {waye , is now paſsing, 
and wyll ſhortly be expired , euen as the other peeuiſhe 
and idolatrous doctrine of the Papittes, is well, and to \ 
their perpetuall prayſe , baniſhed out of the Dominions 
of many good Kings and Princes. And now ye Princes 
deale wyſcly,and with indgement , conſider howe that | 
Antichriſt of Rome hath moſt ſhamefully abuſed your | 
auchoritie, to the ſuppreſsing of the truth , and perſe- | 
cuting ofinnocentes : Beare in mynde how long you 
hane been Miniſters and {laues to that blooddie beaſt, | 
incrucifying Chriſt againe in his members. Belearned 
ye Indges of thecarth, be ſorye for theſe things : Sere 
the Lorde in feare , and reioyce with trembling . For the 
horrible day of the Lord hanges vppon your ſhould*rs., 
Therefore kiſſe the Sonne leaft he be agry , and ſo ye periſh: 
when hys furie ſhalbe but a hitle kindled : Bleſſedare all they 
which truft in the Lord. . 

Noweif inthat ſpoke: already, and other particu- 
larlawes , the number of fyue hundred yeares be ſo 
ryghtly fylled , what ſhall we iudge of the whole body. 
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a comfortable diſcourſe. 
iT | (ſhop of Carrer ( after whom Grariar followed ) in the 
it, | [yeareof the Lord onethouſand nintie three, at the com- 
xs \ maundement of the Pope, was truely colle&ed in one 
iſe ||| booke , asit were by imitating 1»/iz:arthe Emperour, 
'©- which by che ayde of 7:340-4anar and other noble men, 
n= | gathered the Ciuill lawe into anorder, and made therof 
o- { \ anewe booke. But how with abſurdities in number in 
a- | | finite, & blaſphemies not to be vttered, thoſe decrees of 
re- | | th: Pope doo filthily deface the word of God, none of 2 
10-. | / ryght tudgemnentis ignorant. And yet alas theſe haue 
we | ! had moreauQhoritienow many yeres,than the very im- 
her. \/ mutable woord , and will of God. Which things al- 
hat \} though they doo agree very wel together, yet for the ig- 
NO |} norantsſake, we will proue the ſame both by a Canon 
TCS |} of holy Scripturc,and the Popes decrees,manifeltly con- 
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ng, |\trarie bztween themſclues. Pawle ſayth to Tymorhre : Spi- 1.Tim.gcg 


ſhe [|ritzs deſerte dicit,fore,cc. Thatis , The Sprrit ſaith plainely, 
Ito \ that inthe latter tymes ſome ſhall depart from the fayth, lyſtes 
ons | »yng to falſe ſpirites, and to the doftrine of Dinels by the hy- 
CES | pocriſie of vayne ſpeakers , whoſe conſcience is ſeared wyth 
hat | a» hotte yron © they forbyd to marrye , they cormannde to 
our | abſtayne from meates which are created of God, to be ea- 
rle- |} ter of the faythfull , and of thoſe whych knowe the trath, 
you | wyth thaxkefullnes. And alittle before he taught: 4 -4 
aſt, } ſhop mu#t be the husband of one wyfe. To theſe woordes 
ned |} ofthe Apoſtle, the decrees of Popesare cleane oppoſit, 
erue | which doo forbyd Byſhops,Prieſtes, and all the Clergie 
the |) tomarrye , wyth this interdi&tion, that if they doo ſo, 
rs. | they muſt be remoued from the Eccleſiaſticall callyrg, 
riſh: | and , which is more, if they haue alreadye contracted 
they. | Matrimonie , withoutany reſpe& of irregularſhip they 

{ muſt be ſeperated, and ſhalbe compelled by the Ordi- 
1cu= || narye , andremedyes of excommunication, to refuſe 
e ſo || their wyues. &c. By which itis apparant , that the Pa- 
ody, | piſtes arethoſe, which inthe latter dayes ſhould depart 
By+f fromthe fayth, and by the Diuels pronoking,vnder hy-= 
ſhop et. of I.u, pocriſie 
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Of the ſecond comming of Girift, | 
pocriſie, and with many of the chiefeſt of them haue nos! 
ynder the cloake of ouermuch chaſltitie torbyd pureand/ 
chaſte Matrimonie , which the holy Ghoſt doth ſingu- \ 
larly commend : and alſo receyuing of certaine meates, fl | 
which(as Paule doth witnes) God hath created for the faith; 
full to be eaten with thankgſgenmg. And yet notwithſtan- 
ding theſe(as I ſaid before,)decrees of Popes , although f} 
they becleane contrarie to the will of God , haue had. 
more aucthoritie among men,than the eternall woorde , 
of God. Bycauſe thoſe, although in deede wicked and: 
vngodly,yet haue becn called holy and Catholike , and 


. they which hane been couerſantin them, our chief ma- 


Tim, 3.3 
Titus, 1,6, 


ſters and doors were counted , to whom the facreci 
Scripture was molt ynſauerie. So that to take an honeſt 
womato wite( which Pax/e comaunded his Byſhops ty 
doo)was diſhoneſtie, and more diſhoneſtie than eyther | 
openly to vie a concubine,or ſecretly to commit adult2- 
rie. Alſo onthe Friday to eate fleſh, was agreatfinne an 4 
herefie : and yet on that day to follow drunkennes an 4 
carnalitie,was no ſhame, but highly commended, Likt 2- 
wiſe, to heare the blaſphemous Maſſe, to reuerence an * 
Idolatrous peece of bread, and to carry theſame about 


with a pompous Proceſsion, was no-impietie. but good: - 


. greatabhomination, Ata woord,the doctrine of Chriſt, 


Religion:and yet to celebrate the Supper of the Lord (o- 
berly according to his inſtitution,was no godlynes, but 


a goodand godly conuerſation, was of them ſuſpected, 
aserronious : and yet forſooth their deuilyh decrees , & 
damnable dofrine was holy , and nothing pernicious. 
Their impuritie;preat ptetie: their hypocrifie, great holi- 
-nes, their da:nable.ceremonies, was the dinine ferui 
.of Gud.' So thatall Chriſtian Religion was vtterly ban 
ſhed;and no token of the true ſeruice of God could be 
feen. But how 1n the yeare ofthe Lord a thouſand fiue 
hundred ninetie arid 7 cc after Chriſtes byrth, which is 
the fine thouſand, fiuc hundred, and five yeare after the: 


EP 5 world | | 
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\world was made, that expiring of fiue hundred yeares 


> 

d { { :draweth nygh,in which theſe decrees of Popes gathered 
1- \F' [together by publike aucthorinie,to the great detacing of 
s, 1 | Gods woord,and the merites of Chrilt, (hall haue theyr 


doubtedly that number of fiue hundred yeares in lyke 
ver {| .manner asthe others ſpoken of before, doo preſage the 
t:2- \.famelykething : the Prognoſtications of the ſtarres (as - 
n.-d | may begathered by that which is ſpoken) take their cf- 
nd ;fe&aboutthe ſame tyme: The preaching of the Goſpel, 
ke 2- ow" other tokens mentioned of Chriſt, is gonne be- 


an © [-fore: andthe Iuſtice of God eſpecially dooth exaR the 


" fame, © _ 

od « | = 
o- | COf the double equalitie of numbers 
iſt, y ._ Whichisrepreſentedin the number of theyeares 


.  oftheworld, happeningin the eyghtie 
© eyght, andnynetiethreeyeare 
nextenſuyng. | 

E 1 Ow whatſhouldTrthinke and ſay of thar 
za courſe of yeares, from the beginning vn- 
PA; till the ninetie three now at hand?Which 
Tis theyeare ofthe world fyue thouſand, 
=DS|| fine hundred, fiftie and fine : dooth 1t 
——S="foreſhowe any woonderfull , orfignifie 
Ee] anyperfeathingor no 2 Certainely.L fynde the ow 
2 $-1it 1} ; I. 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, \\ 
bealtogether of like proportion,as by that which is ſpoy 4 j | 
ken may appeare, ecuen with the eighticeyghtnoweat{[] 
hand, becaule itis in his qualitie the tiue thouſand, fwue'},' 
hundred, and fittie yeere, The Pythagarians, and Plate-; ] 
ziftes, men of great auchoritie , haue thought many **\ jn 
things to conſitt in theſe,and haue wonared therat : for 
the loweſt numberin the higheſt, hathin it ſelfe a perfe& 
Arithmeticall proportion , and from the lowelt to the 
higheſt,it comprehendcth within ita perfe&t Geometrt- 
. _.,, Calequalitie, And Plato inanother place , greatly dooth 
heh wrewag wonder at the Arithmetical, & faith, that the ſame dooth 
* makethe mynd apt foralfpeculation,and praiſe. And 
he doth adde moreouer, that numbring is giuen of God 
' * +himſelfetoman,asaneceſlary inſtrument of reaſonyng 
& diſcourſing,without which, the mynd ſhould appeare | 
without amynd,and all artes and knowledge would ya= ' 
niſh, HereI conteſſe my ſelfe to haue certaine ſingular 
imaginations,& thoſe not vayne, but of waight, and a- 
ceable tothe woord of God,asT thinke, And therfore 
4 the profit ofall , and thatImay giuean occafion- to 
the learned more deeply to think of this matter, Iwil not 
bury this my talet whatſocuer it be, but wyl ſetitabrode 
for commoditie,and bring it foorth without any regard 
of the ouer curious:and the rather, becauſe I know that 
theſe things (ifelſe where perchance I ſlide! ) doo con-[tye 
taine no daunger or hereſie within then, but rather by \ ber 
occaſion many profitable inſtruftions, and thoſe fweete þ pla 
and neceſſaric. 
And(that we may returne to P/aro, ( he ſayth in ano-ff me 
Perepub, ib. *RT place very well: That Godis an eternall ſpirit andg{twe 
i cauſe of all goodnes in the world. Becauſe in the creati-Wſa:r 
onof good things he ſhewed hys ynſpeakeable power, | nu 
wiſedome, and goodnes : and inthe conſeruation of | yer 
| things created, hiseternall prouidence, & a wonderfull] ofe 
conſent and order of all things : thatby the contempla-ſ| cert 
dontkeef,avebieacairwcdcingret; dd Jhcon 


ould}. 
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-2'} Fhouldalſo continue,according to the woord reuealed; 
1 fnacknowledgingand calling on his Maieſtie : and rot 
a brute beait, beholding theearth, ſhould ſeeke after 
| yayneand tranſitorie things, but ſhould in mynd aſcend 
1 into heauen to beholdethings cele{tiall and of continu- 
ance, asalſo the Scripture euery where dooth teach vs. 
Alſo, what kynd of men would P/a:0in his Phedrus and 
Pheden , hanein hys common weale ? Forſooth even 
uch , as through contemplating of heauenly thynges, 
,uld rather ſeeme to lyue wythout, thanin the body, 
| Andratherto God, titan themſelues, and be delyghted 
| himalone. Butthat we may go hygher, tothe mani- 
| {feſting of that which Iam about,Let vs behold how all 
z» [things inthe world dooſtand, and we ſhall finde them 
= \in a certayne order , meaſure, and number, to be ſo 
= ]ynked togeather, thatthey cannot be ſeperated. The 
r Heauen, thePlanetes, and the Starres keepe theyr cer- 
- tayne order and tyme, and they appoynt the cer- 
e tayne courſe of euerything : and cauſe the chaunge 
9 nd alterations inthe bodyes both of mien and beaſtes: 
t qndinhysduetymeeuery hearbe1s brought forth. All 
c 
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hich things are fo apparant in oureyes , as of them 
e cannot doubt. And yetall theſe things, by the in- 
comprehenſible wyſedome and prouidence of almygh- 
tye God, are kept in theyr certaine meaſure and num- 
ber. ForGod by acertayne meaſure (as it were) hath' 
placedtheexrth, lyke around Globe inthe myddle, (fo 
that no way it can fall ) thewhich the whole Firma-- 
Þ meat of hexuen dooth compaſſe, and in the ſpace of 
twentye anc foure houres ts carryed rounde about the 
ſane . Alſo he bath appoynted a certayne and uſt 
r, | number of all thyngs : towyt, the foure ſeaſons of the 
of | yerre, and theyrimonethes, dayes, the certayne houres 
It} ofcuery day, the minutes of enery houre, and laſtly, the 
| certayne endesof tyme, by acertaine incomprehenſible 
2f.conſcat of the Starres and numbers among —_— 
0 | - x, > A\ ot 
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Not as though the Starres and numbers without the 
firſt cauſe , can bring any thing to paſſe, but becauſe in 
their gouernment,and ſecond operation of the Starres, 
they repreſent before oureyes, the immeaſurable wyſe- 
dome,andeternall prouidence of God, Becauſe God is 
nota God of confuſion, that he can doo all things at his 
pleaſure, by a certaine inordinate affection as men doo :' 
but he is a God of order, a keeper of order in his things 
created , trom which he dooth not raſhly digreſle , al- 
though hetyeth not himfelf therto, that he wyll not, or 
cannot alter it{when his glory by his ſecret counſayle, & 
the fafegard of the Church,requyre the ſame.)For in the 
ſtzying and goyng backe of the Sunne inthe tyme of 7o- 
ſna,and Ezezchias kyng of Inda, and by other diuine my- 
racles,heſheweth the contrary. And yet without al con- 
trouerſie,theeternall prouidence of God , and Predeſti- 
nation,hath appoynted by a certaine meaſure and num- 
ber,from the beginnyng of the world,to the end of the 
ſame,as it were by rule,certaine termes in the courſe of 
the Starres,by which , great habilitie1s gyuen to a skil- 
full and learned man,to 1udge of things to come,cuen as 
by a Dyall made by a workmanin proportion and num- 
ber,things to come are foreſeen, becauſe Arte,as nygh as 
may be,imitateth God and nature. Yea,and theſe excel- 
lent felowes,P/ato and Ariſtotle,doo place all wyſedome, 
knowledge , and vertue, in th: proportion of number: 
for Vertue and Iuſtice they ſetin the myddle , by which 
toeuery manis gyuen his owne , by a double equalitie, 
andis meaſured by a proportion Arithmeticall & Geo- 
metricall, 

Nowe,fithence this inſtant number of the yeares of 
theworld,doth ſo exaRly comprehend in it ſelf allthoſe 
things mentioned before , as from the beginning of | 
things,and inthislaſt age, in like quantitie, and ſo per- 
fealy dyd neuer appeare,(as hereafter more plainely we 
wyl prooue)I ſuppoſe the Lord God the maker and go- 
| | ' _ _ uernour 
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| nernourofallthings, by this proportionable agreeing 
| \ of number, will (asitwere bythe hand) leade vs'to 2 
certayne deepe conſideration of a perfect expiring, and 
(| end of all things : eſpecially in as much as the dyre- 
(| full Deſtenies, the Starres, and damnable Decrees of 
| Popes doo fulfill the whole number of five hundred 
yeares. SothatTItruſt,thatthe comming of the Sonne 
X of God to judgement, will ſhortly enſue,in which all im- | 
£ pictie,lying,and dooing of wro2g,through the tyranny | 
> of Antichriſt , the Dinell and his members, ſhalbe taken ; 
; | away: and theeuerlaſting kingdome of Chriſt in truth 
and equitie,ſhalbe confirmed:that ſo to enery one ſhalbe 
\. | gyuenhisrewardeythergood or bad, according to the 
true Geometricall proportion which is the rule of In- 
\; —4 in God, to whom all beleeuers in Chriſte, - are 
= £ ; ; $7 4-8 
Bur that the more plainly theſe things may be vnder- 
a ſtoode,it muſt be knowen whar we call Arithmeticall 
f proportion,and Geometricall,according to iuſtice: and 
By alſo how theſe two proportions are perfe&ly contayned 
az {un this yeere of the world.5 5 55.which in the yere. 95,cn 
” A ſuing, ſhalbe theyeresſincethe worlds foundation . A+ 7c de&nition 
rithmetical proporti6 is, whe as three or mo numbers cf Arithmeti- 
being ſeral withoutany reſpe& of proportions,doo dif- <1 propors. 
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l- = by equall oddes,as. 1.2. 3.4:5.Here continually one *** 

"C>  Numberdiffersfromtheother bur in vnities, as alſo, >: 

> 14. 6:8. 10.in which one diftereth from another . by the 

ic umber of two.And therefore we ſee in the fifth number 

ae, {whichis the laſt,an Arithmeticall proportion to be Melant-in F- 

£0” Yeontayned,becauſeit hath in it this excellencie, thatit M*=*P>% 
coprehedeth in it ſelf, &thar fitly,al vnities,of which al 

s of {other numbers do conſiſt, be they euen or odde,tothe 

_ which no natural, be he neuer ſotalkatiue can attain by 

I 


numbring. This Arithmetical proportion, Ariftotle aſcri 
pet- | beth tothe exchaungeable juſtice. Foreuen as euery 
WE} numberplaynly doth differfro other in equal ſumme:ſo 
Lax K. 1, a great 


Geometricall 
proportion 
what, 


la Gorgia, 


Galar, C, 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, " 


a greatequalitic there muſt be betweene the ware and + 
the price, leaſt while ones iniuried, the other by his /| 
lofie and damage becomeriche. The Geometrical pro- ( 
portion1s , whenas three or moe ſummes being ſet, we | 


conſider not the difference of numbers , but marke the 


equalities of proportion. Foreuen as five referred to | 


50. hath the proportio of quantitie, ſo hath. 50.to. 500; 
and as,50.to. 500,f0.500,to.5coo: al which are in the 
proportion of tenne. But Plaro ſayd, that this Geome- 
tricall proportion can doo much, both betweene God 
and man : andthatthe ſtate ofa common weale is then 
beſt, when it conſilteth of a Geometricall equalitie, 
which appoynteth perſons, and ordayneth offices, ac- 


cording to thegreatnes and woorthines of giftes, and . 
beſtoweth rewardes to worthy perſons, whereof it is 


well called of the Philoſophers a diſtributiue Iuſtice. 
For example ſake, as in the gonerning of a ſhippe, the 
ruling of the ſame is not committed to any man, but 
ynto him which is {kilfull, and for his.cunning, - and 


well guyding thereof, he receyueth a better ſtipend than. 


other which are vn{kilfull : ſoalſo toa vertuous, cun- 
ning,iuſt, conſtant, and graue perſon, the adminiſtra- 
tion of the common Wealeis to be committed, and 
withall a woorthye honour : leaſt by a gouernement 
which is rade,wicked-, and tyrannicall, the common 


weale be brought to deſtruQtion.. Alſoin the affayres of 


priuate perſons , this Geometricall equalitie is to bee 
obſcrued. Fora greater honour and reuerence 1s dug 
to the Magiſtrate,than to an other man : to our parent. 


res,than to ſtrangers : toan old man, than toa young: | 
toalearned, than to an ignorant . Alſo we ought; 


moreetitirely toloue our wiues and children, 'then 
other folkes,as likewiſe according to the dodcrine of 


Paule,weſhould more make of,and cheriſh thoſe of the }. 


houſhold of fayth,than ſtraungers from the _— 
rae _ 
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. / - Butalas, wetooto well doo know, that no equality 
| according to the Arithmeticall proportion is kept at 
' } all nonotofthoſe whichare accompted the moſt holy 
| | among themembersof Chriſt,and in the ſame greatly 
delyghting them ſelues , as though then they were 
| the beſt Chriſtians,if they leada ciuill and politike lyfe 
| / . without any publike reprehenfion. The which as it is 
care,ſo is it much to be commended: becauſe to doo ſo, 
/isthe propertie of a good citizen, Butit followeth nor 
by and by that they are good Chriſtians , becauſe they 
are good Citizens. For godlines , humanitie, bounte- 
; ouſnes, fidelitie, yprightnes and truereligion, ſtretch far 
| derthendoth outward behauiour , the rule of the law; 
| { andhypocrifie. Forthetrue diſciple of Chriſt being of ame cus- 
one minde and meaning with his mayſter Chriſt, will vian, 
be ſo farre frominriching himſelfe by impoueriſhing a- 
e { nother,and by hiding that which may hurt his. neygh- 
bour, that by no meanes he wyll preferre his owne pri= 
uate proſperitie, before the common profite of others: 
in. } and rather wyll forgoe lyfe and lyuing , then doo that 
1- | whichis not ſeemely for any man, much lefſe for him 
| whichis by calling holy, and by profeſsion a Chriſtian. 
1d | Good Godzhoyw farre from this myndeand purpoſe are 
nt { moſtofourbujersand ſellers eſtranged ? For as yet we 
on | talkenot of thoſe whichare well knowen to be deceipt- 
full, faythleſſe,abhominable,and common vſerers, but 
xe | Ooffuchasinſyght ofalmen ſeme and be accompted ho- 
lug neſt,and good Citizens. Foreuen theſe doo perſwade 
2n- | themfclues that they deale vpryghtly,if oncly they giue 
10: | trueme3ſure for their money : not conſidering at all, 
"2 | thattotakeexcefſhue gaynes is to doo wreng, and alto- 
zen | geather-agaynlt juſtice :-not conſidering , that it is all 
of | oneinreſpec of equalitie(from which all inftice dooth 
the }. ſpring)to ſet too greataprice,and to {el by falſe weights 
Z and meaſures, by which reaſon, the vnequatneſie of 
But || priceand ware, maye woorthely bee called vniuſt and 
= K.1. falſe 
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OY Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, 


theſe we plainly percciue, thatinthis world no Geome- 
trical equalitie according to the diſtributiue juſtice, 
(which is the beſt)is any where obſerued . But yer (ſith 
God is iu{t)all kinde of iuſtice neceſſarily to all muſt be 
extended,ſo that to the worthy,atthings muſt be giuen, 
but from the wicked,all things which falſely they haue 
take to theſelues, 8& abuſed to the moleſting of the god- 
ly, ſhall vtterly be taken away, Whereforeneedes muſt 
there be another life after this, 8 therfore for thoſe rea- 
ſons alledged, weſet down,that theLord god doth fore- 
ſhow to the ſtudious,by this dubble proportis orequa- 
litie ofniiber , acertainfiniſhing of things with an vtter 
deſtruction of this wicked world , and withall, hevn- 
doubtedly doth giue vs to vtiderſtand, and ſignifies the 
beginniug ofthe building anewe of the 'eternall king- 
dome of Chriſt, which with vprightiudgement , and by 
equalitiein cuery reſpe& , he willeſtabliſhe perpetually, 
and make it endure world without end. Tt 


C Of the number of fine, the fiue- 


old forme, and ofthe Greceke letter y, 


Ith by that which is yttered 
we haue ſhowen , that eucn 
fyue hundred , and euety 50. 
yeare, there doo commonly 


4 (happen ſome ſingular alte- 


A, 


rationsin the Churche , and 
common Weales , it folow- 
Yo AER (6 eth very lykely, thatthe ezgh- 
EA RAN tye eyght yeare nowe at 
hande, which is the yeare of 

the worl4, 5550. ſhalbe fully perfecte : to which _ 
ue 


a comfortable diſcourſe. = fol.37. * 
five were added,it commeth to paſſe(as alittle before it | 
is ſaid (that the whole number, in the yeare . 93, wyll 
be proportiorable , according to Arithmetical and Ge - 
ometricall equalitie . And therefore they doo ſeeme to 
preſage vnto vs a golden world in deede,andeuerlaſting 
to come, in which allthe juſtice of God ſhalbe fulfyl- 
led , and haue her full ſtrength, and vertue , Yer I 
do not deny, butitis my faying,thatthe loweſt number 
of fine from the firſt & laſt, do ws vnto vs many things 
agreeing very well to our e: eſpecially fith which 
bath bogs fd ſo che, —_— — things els 
both in theByble, and Sybi#1az Oracles are to be tound 
like ynto them : all which we playnly fee are grounded 
in the perpetual ordinance and prowdence of God,not 
by chaunce. | 

| Ofthe number of fine is termed the fivefold forme, _ ,,.... 
which of all other, ( as Qnintilian recordeth) in ſet- ap.;, * * 
tyngof trees, maketh the fayreſt Orchard,and is ſuch, 
as howſoeuer one behold the ſame, it is dire& and 
firayte . Then is a _thyng fayd to be fiuefolde , or 
of fine manner of wayes, when the diſpoſition there- 
of isſuch , as two partes thereof togeather with the 
 thyrd of another ſort, oppoſit to themſclues by equall 
ſpace , doo ſeeme-( howloeuer you turne your ſelfe) 
to hauethe forme of five, or this letter V, by which the 
Latines, doonote: five , But if fine in number were 
ſet downe by other figures, or by the ſame, inlike or- 
der vnderneath, they = repreſent the Greeke letter y. 
and the Latine X,, which doth fignifietenne . From 
thence Ithoughtr,ſith in the forementioned proportio- 
nable number of yeares, the number of fyue is low- 
eſt, and beſides dooth repreſent theſe twoletters,from 
which alſo by an equalitieof Geometricall proportion, 
it goeth forwarde bythe diſtance of tenne, Ithought 
Ifay , whether thys alſo dyd ſignifie any ſingular thing Oftte greeks 
worthy to be marked ? For the Greeke letter y. is "x 
the 


the firſt letter in the name of Chriſt, 1655: & ſohrinthe 
Reuelation by Xs, commaundeth all of vnderſtan- 
ding to count the commyng of the Beaſt ryſing from 
theearth , and hauing the two hornes of the Lambe, 
which are . 666. yeares, fo ſignificantare theſe Greeke 
letters. Burtin the explications of this place Bullnger 
teacheth ,-that the account of .666, yeares mult be- 
gin , when /oh# ſawe his Reuclation about the ende 
ofthe raygne of Domitian , which was from the birth 
of Chriſt the .97. yeare: ſo thar to the fillyng of the 
fyrſt hundred yeare from Chriſts Natiuitie, three yeares 
be wanting . Iftherefore theſe yeares were added to 
an hundred-, and they added to the number of the 
Beidtes name . 666, andthree yeares were taken from 
the fyrſt hundred , we ſhall haue the yeare-of the Lord 
to be.963. which was the , 13. yeare of Pipiner raigne: 


, aboutwhichtime Pi/p/»e graunted ynto the Pope, hys 


Of the woer | 
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chiefe power and auchorttie , contrary to the minde of 
Leo Iſauricus, whom the Papiſtes extreamly did hate, for 
caſting their images out of his Teples,and therfore they 
called himunov6unyor,or enemieto images.Therfore by 
theſcletters we know the time of the comming of the 
bealt with twohornes like vnto the Lamb:euen as Her- 
7y Bullinger doth proſecute the ſame more artlarge, and 
prooueth the ſame by Siby/s Oracles . Moreover wheri 
wecount al markes of the letters in this name yer56s, if 
(as itis in S:byls verſes) E.be added, we ſhal plainly finde 
thatin theſe alſo the beginning of the time when the 
kingdome of Chriſt ſhould bepreached, andalſothe 
beginning of the fal of Antichriſt, euen as inthe former 
his comming was ſignified . All the Greeke letters in 
this name,expreſle this number. 1485, 

Now if the yeares , which come from that yeare, in 
which Ieſus by kisreſurre&ion fromthedead , and af- 
cention into heaien , had- declared hym fſelfe to be 
Chriſt the king of the Iewes., and the ſonne of the m_ 

nal 
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nal God, were cor -aredto this time, when Zzther and 
otherlearned men dyd by the pure Euangelicall doc- 
trine of the free remilsion of ſinnesjn Teſus Chriſt, drive 
away the groſſe darkneſle of papiſticall ignorance,and 
made the tonne of righteouſneſle Iefus Chriſt our Lord, 
to ſhine againe , we hall entdently perceyue this tyme 
rightly to be comprehended in theſe numbers. For ifto 
this number, 1435, the yeares from the Natiuitie of our 
Lord,to his reſurre&ion, which were, 3 3,were added,the 
ſhall theycare ofourLord, a thouſand, five hundred , 
eightcene ariſe, in which , andatterward , many learned 
men began to letthem ſelues agaynit the darknes of Pa- 
piſtes, Now becauſe this lowett number of fue, aper- 
fetArithmeticill, to that Geometricall proceeding by 
afiuefold, and very goodly forme, dooth as it were in 
colors,place before our eyes,the Grecke Letter y.which 
is the firſt Letterin thename and office of our eternall 
king, and alſo beyng a litle turned, repreſenteth the. 
Croſſe, that is, the badge andnoble ligne of Chriſt, 
whoſelaſt letter of the Nominatiue caſe is X : by thoſe 
thinges I fall into this conſideration, thatabout theſe 
tymes foretold, th: commyng of the Lorde to indge- 
ment is prefignified , by which he ſhall ſhew hym 
ſelfe to all the world , to be Chriſt the ſonne of God, 
promiſed to the father, afterward ſeen of the Tewes,who 
they dyd abhorre, andatlength crucifie , whoſe token 
(according to the iudgement of the Fathers.and Sybules 
Propheſies ) alſo in the commyng of the Lorde to all 
the faythfull, ſhall be lyke a comfortable Trumpet, but 
intheſyght ofthe worlde a 7porxoupn, or ſtuniblyng 
blocke to the worlde. That thisis no vayre imagina- 
tion , although it beno certayne demonſtration, ma- 
ny fuch lyke reaſons and examples cauſe me to thinke. 
For in many places of the Scripture, we often find, that 
the Lord hath been greatly delighted in geuyng them, 
exther by plaine woordes, or ſecret prouidence, fytand 

Ly. proper 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
proper names,by whom it hath pleaſed him, for the glo- 
ry of his name, to beſtowe vyppon his Church any great 
benefite . Hereof is Abram called of God , Abraham, 
and the forerunner of the Sonne of God, called /oby, 
and the Sonne of God hymlſelfe receyued a name from 
the Angell, and was called 7eſws, that is, a Lord and Sa- 
uiour, redeemyng the world from finne : which after- 
ward receyued a name , accordyng to hys office, and 
was called Chrif?, thatts, Anoynted,anoynting vs with 
hys holy ſpirit, that ſo we myght acknowledge him to 
beour Chriſt. Wherefore let it not ſeeme ſtraunge yn- 
to vs, ifthoſe letters , by the diuine prouidence of God, 
doo contayne many and great myſteries within them. 
For the Lord God by a certayne incomprehenſible pro- 
uidence, not according to mans wyſedome , or fore- 
knowledge of thinges to come , dooth gouerne the 
thoughtes and tongues of men , that many men, and 
Cities, in which the Lorde God wyll ſhewe eyther hys 
fingular fauour , and marucilous woorkes of mercy, or 
his angerand heauie diſpleaſure , ſhould receyue fata} 
names accordyngly . And therefore by this reaſon it 
_ cameto paſſe nodoubt, that King Dazed, which ſigni. 
y_ well beloued., ſhould receyue a proper name : as al- 
o the Prophet Damiel/his , fignifying the iudgement of 
theLorde. Becauſe in hym,the Lorde God dyd ſhewe 
foorth his ſingular kindneſſe many wayes , and in thys 
hys ſecrete indgement concerning the Empyres of the 
world, and theyrendes , and of the two commings of 
Chriſt, the firſt vyle in the fleſh, the ſecond viRorious, to 
indgement. So lykewyſe Baby/on, receyued a fir name, 
butin a diuers refpe& , not onely becauſe that in her 
-therewas made a confuſion of tongues : but eſpecially 
becauſeofthe confounding of manners , and wicked-- 
nes of Religion, and Idolatry togeather . Wherefore at 
the length it vtterly came to naught, &there1is. become 
a mecre confuſion in deede of all beaſtes and ſerpentes. 
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By a contrary ende Hieruſalem tooke her name, becauſe 
ſhe ſhould fee the peace of God in Chriſt, which after. 
ward ſhe dyd furiouſly deſpiſe. I haue heard moreouer of 
#elanithon, whych alſoina certayne booke he dyd pub- 
liſhe, that thatname Emda , a towne of the Orientall 
Friſia, and my natiue countrey,hath her deriuation from 
truth , and fhrmenes , accordyng to the force of the He- 
brewe woord : ES enins ills vrbs amans veritatis . FOL pres verieas; 
(fayth he) that Citic is alouer ofthe truth. And howe Eman,fiabits, 
this name agreeth to that Citie in theſe our dayes , the 
- Lord God hath abundatly declared in this, that he hath 
myraculouſly kept vs among theſeſo daungerous tem- 
peſtes, conſtant in thetrue doarine of hys Goſpell , a- 
gainſtthe manyfold ſubtilties of the Diuel : God graunt 
we may perſcuerto the ende in all truth, and fimplici- 
tieof hart, and that this naturall fallyng , may firmely 
be vpholden and ſtayed,leaſt otherwyſeit pretend any e- 
uil fortune , & ſowe be called no longer Emmaarithatis, 
conſtantin the truth, but Valdarini, that is, Babylonians: 
which thing God of his mercy turne away from vs. Sybi 
alſo Erithrea,playnely telleth of Rowe , that her name 
dooth comprehend many wotull deſtenies, and that in 
theſe verſes, tranſlated out of GrekeintoLatine by Caſ?as 


Lon. TE Libro,8; 
Porro quater decies romplebis, terque trecentos * FajtRs 
Amos atque ofto,cum te pertingere metam... a4t. 


Triftia fata,tuo completo nomine cogent. | 
Thy ende,thy name fulfyld,and fates 
(hall cauſe then for to come : 
- Offyeares nine hundred fortic eyght, 

When ſeen ſhalbe the ſumme, 

Nowe after what ſort that Propheſye is fulfylled, 
Caitahonſhewes1n his annotations vpon the ſame place, 
to which I ſend the Reader. And that Ryomeels where 
hath a name according to her nature, itis apparant by 2 
certaineanſyere of Paſgwil: 

=, Lit. | Roma 


——_— Ofthe ſeco! d comming of rift, 


Lo,Vulei, * Roma quideft ? quod te decuit prepoſterurordo. 
 Quiddocu? inungas verſa clementa,ſcies. 

Roma amor eſt,amor eſt ? qualis ? prepoſterns.unde hoc ? 

Roma mares. Not; aicere plura,ſcio. 

Hereofalſo in reſpe& of her outward whoredome, 
which islynked often tymes with the ſpirituall fornicati- 
on , ſhe is worthely called in holy Scripture, an Harlor, 
and Babylon,Sodome,and Gomorrhe, ſecret malice, and a 


people rebellyng againſt God. 


C Of the round and ſquare figure, 
of the ClimaRerian yeares, and of the 
Golden number. 


Fnowetheſe and that which 
folowes be ryghtly conſide- 
red, and compared together, 
Sj they wyll ſufficiently ſhewe 
themſcluiesto be neither con- 
Whit trarye to the Scriptures, nor 
impertinent to-m le, 
bur rathes fnch.9s GFthey be 
compared wyth that before: 
2 | mm mentioned ) may well bring 
__ © vsinto: theremembraunce of the latter dayes : eſpect- 
ally ſith they doo. as itwerein lyuely colours ſet before: 
ourcyecs,the perfe&tend of this worlde , and commyng. 
2 of the Lord to iudgement : And alſo the fiuefold figure 
3 5 3 doothnot onlyrepreſentthe Greckelettery. or beyng. 
+ ſomewhat turned thecrofſe : bur alſo both the ſquare- 
figureand the round. Forthe crofſe by cquall diſtance 
in the plaine,dooth fyll the circle , and repreſentes the: 
round forme : but the Greeke {ttter x. rather betoke- 

reth the quadrangle figure, © De Es 
B:.t (this I ſpeake by the way ) if vnto the fincfulde: 
| = fgure: 


ma comfortable dſcomrſe. 


figure,noted by fiue ynities on either fide, contrary to 
the myddle numberoffiue, the foure figures compre - 
hended inthe fifth, cuen to the perfe&t number, were 
ſer vnder,then theſe nine vnities,may ſo by Art be diſpos 
ſed, that cuery way we may ſee fifteene , as by the figure 
here ynderneath may appeare. 
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_ Sothatthis number of five in the threefold z ACCOr- 


ding to Arithmetike,may ſeeme the molt perfe& , & by 
many figures as it were to repreſent thoſe threealterati- 
ons of tyme, of which before we made mention, whoſe 
endin a uſt quantitic of numbers , perfe&tly ſet of God 
hym ſelfe,ought certainly to be looked for, Neither can 
any doubt, but that this figure containing amarueilous 
equalitic,andagreementof numbers, in a very great in- 
equalitie(as it may ſeeme) doth ſignifie ſome greatmi- 
ſeries,as well Diuine.as Philoſophicall, the which, (leaſt 
in theſe which may perchance Cain more darke then 
many of Platoes ntbers,I be ouer tedious to the reader) 
Tleaue to the conſideration of the fſtudious . Bur ( that 
wemay ſomewhat returne to that we hane in'hand)al. 
though the circular and round figure, be of allothersin 
fghtmoſt fayre, yet (as is the whole world) isit very 
ynſtable , ſubie& toalteration , and full of troubles. 
But the ſquare formeis fyrme, conſtant, and ſtable:and 
howſoeuer it be placed, is alwayesone andthe ſame. 
And therefore daoth r##ote-compare the ſame to a 
5201 Lu. good 
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good and honeſtman,whom hecalleth 7:7paycoroy, the 
which, howſocuer with 4;/orle we imagine him', we 
ſhall ncuer find, Chriſtonely the Rocke, & true corner 
ſtone, refuſed of the builders & workme of this world, 
excepted: but inthe life to come, we thall be ſuch with 
Chriſt himſelte, And therfore doth 70h deſcribe the ho- 
ly Hreruſalems, deſcending from heauen, to be foure 
{quare:in which, her perfection, conſtancie , and conti- 
nuace,is noted Becauſe by no ill fortune it ſhalbe weak- 
ned, there ſhalbe no lamentation,no ſorrowe,no death: 
bur pepfe&1oy , greatmirth , and alife endued with all 
_ riches and euerlaſting, of which the faithful,in 
the comming of the Lord,ſhalbe partakers. Whoſe nioſt 
1oytul comming about thoſe notable times aboue men- 
tioned, welooke for, and long exceedingly for our re. 
demption: 

To theſe may be added, thatin the yeare. 88. which 
is the yeare of the world, 5550. ſucha yeare ſhall en- 
ſue, asto it fromthe creation of the world , by ſeuens, 
asS1t were by degrees and {teps we may aſcend : as alſo 
the yeare before that ,87. which is the yeare, 5549. to 
which number auncient writers haue aſcribed much: 
partly becauſe itisa ſquare number,of which aboue it is 
{poken, partely alſo, becauſe it aryſeth of ſeuen , ſe- 
uen tymes doubled . But experience, and the aſlertt- 
onoof the learned, prooues, thateuery ſeuen yeare from 
their byrth, to their death, is very daungerous,contra- 
ry tonoble wittes ,and notable men of the beſt nature, 
by a certayne agreement they haue with their maker. 
For (ith all thatis made hath been created by the woa- 
derfull wiſedome of God: , and by a: certaine ſecrete 
power ingrafted,tendes to his naturall conſeruation, 8& 
ſcekes thatis beſt for his good ſtate, itvery likely ap- 
pears,that famous men hauea more affinitie with their 
ſecond birth , the moſt artificial nature being made of 
God,thaneyther beaſt, or beaſtly men : 2d _—_ 

| ; that 
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that they are of God more tyed with nature her felfro a 
certayn tyme.Bur theſe are counted eſpecially climacte- 
rian yeares, which by ſeuens aſcend, asis the. 21. yeare, 
which dooth conſilt of three tymes ſeuen. Such be, 42. 
and.63.yeres,coiting as wel by nynes,as by ſeuens, and 
therfore be they iudged to be very hurtful to notable fe- 
lowes. Forin that yere of their life dyed Lnther , Melan- 
fthon, Martyr,and other excellent men in al ages: as alſo 
Eraſmms is thoughtto hauec left this world in the feuenty 
yeare of his age. But whether the like yeares be fatall to 
al the world,as they are to particuler men, we leaue it to 
the indgement of others, Yet if theſe thyngs mentio- 
ned, fora certayne like proportion of numbers,doo in- 
clude any ſecret reaſon , bycauſe (as Phrie faith, ) Har- 1;, , ... a 
2monia rerum naturam ſibt ipſam congruere cogit : The con= 
ſentof thyngs, makes Nature to agree to her ſelfe : it is 
credible and likely,that the laſt end of the world, and of 
all mankynd , dooth conſiſt of like proportion of num- 
bers , as dooth a part, Becauſe manis in deedea part of 
theworld, andtherforeis rightly called of the Philoſo- 
phers, wrforos hes : Agayne of thyngs paſt, thyngs to 
comeare gathered, ſeeing that the courſe of time, the in- 
Clinations of the ſtarres , the circuite of five hundred 
yeares, and that ſingular proportion of numbers, in the 
number of fiue (of which hitherto we haue ſpoken,) 
come to paſſeabout the ſame tymealtogether,and haue 
al oneand the ſelfe ſame-reaſon . All which (to ſpeake 
the truth ) were conieures of no weight, and coulde 
proue nothyng,dyd not Chriſt and Paul in plaine words 
fignifie vnto vs, that the worldes ende, together with 
the glorious commyng of the ſonne of God to. indge- 
ment, are at hand, and as it wereat our doores : when 
we ſhal ſoplainly perceyue the Goſpel of the kingdome 
of Chriſt to be preached throughout allthe world, and 
the ſonne of perdition by the ſpirit of Gods mouth 
wobelb confounded, tiyg noGinglha/ Eemetobe = 
to, yn 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
hind, but his vtter defamation : and to this purpoſe fi- 
_ doo ſerue other coniectures , as is aboue decla- 
red, - 

Here by reaſon of numbers, one thing more, well 
worthy to be marked, becauſe it agrees with that abouc 
mentioned, comes into my mynde , which was tolde 
me by an-honeſt man, ſkilfull in Altronomy , and Geo- 
metrie, and of good credite. For he ſayd, that in the 
1568.when Erns King of Swerhlard (which then was 
in armes)had by forc2 taken from the Linoniars, a cer- 
tayne Caltle ſituated inthe Iland O/a.called Sorenborch, 
he by good fortune, was lodged with a certayne noble 
Aſtronomer, with whom by reaſon of their {tudies, he 
was very familiar. Being in talke one day,he brake out 
into theſe wordes, and ſayd, O miſerable, and horrible 
dayes,which from the yeare, 1570 now at hand ſhall en- 
ſue and continue many yeares. His gueſt aſked him how 
ſo ? He anſwered : Becauſe, when the number of the 
yeares of Chriſtes Nativitie dooth contayne within it, 

Ofthegolden for certayne yeares the Golden number of euery yeare, 
nab. (which is ſeldome ſeen) then it hath of long tyme been 
ob{rued,and hiſtories 490 witnes the ſame, that infi- 

nite calamities, and intolerable troubles hane chaun- 

ced. Butnow from the.70,yeare nov at hand,vntill the 
yeare,77.thereſhalbz among the yeares of the byrth of 

Chriſt,8 hetween the golden niiber of euery yeare ſuch 
anagreemet,4s.1.5,7.which being ioyned togeather by 

additio do make, 1 3,Now this number, 13 . is the Gol- 
 dennumverof theyere.1570. andinthelixe other im- 

mediatly enſuing. And therefore he did affirme that in 

that yeare the watric Element ſhould gouerne , and 

ſhould preſage great ouerflowings of water . Butinthe 
yeare.73.which is the middle of theſe ſenen, the Earthly 
Element,for ſome notable cauſe,ſhould lofe of his ver- 

tue,by reaſon wherof, 2woonderfull (carſetie of things 

ſhould enſue,as afterwatd.ir came to' paſſe, Mojeguer 
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heſayd, that in .56.yeare, the aireſhould be corrupt, & | 
the plague ſhould bein cuery -_ . After which ſhould 
ſucceede three yeares ,the firſt of which . 1577. dooth 
by the foreſaid reaſon comprehend in it twenty in num- 
ber, and if from this number, 19. whych is the chiefcſt 
golden number, & the golde number to the yeare going 
before,were taken away,then one, which is the begin» 
ning of the number, & the golden number ofthis yeare 
d Þ remaine,and ſo in the other two following,and no 
further, And therefore in the yeare.77. the firie Elemet 
ſhall trie his force , and breede diſcention and warres,& 
againe inthe yeare,78. a greeuous peltilence ſhall diſ- 
patch verye many, And inthe yeare .79, agayne hal 
come great ſcarſitie of all fruite .' Finally he'ſayd, be- 
cauſe, 19, is the hygheſt golden number ,' it ſhall bee 
found that that number from the , 70.yeare, ( when 
this firſt agreement began)counting. 19, ſhall as it were 
by a finger, poynt vnto the 88.yeare , For from the 70, 
yeare tothe. 88, ſo many yeares come between : about 
which time ( according to the opinions almoſt of all 
Mathematicians) very dyrefull and myſerable thyngs 
ſhalbe come topaſſe. Becauſe by good experience, 
he boldly ſfayd, that the Lord God maker and keeperof 
all order,did orderly by a certayn number,meaſure, and 
aſpe& of theStarres,rule and gouernthe whole Firma- 
ment ofheauen, | 

And therefore, becauſe of thefe thyngs which haie 
been ſpoken, we do wel ynough and ſufficiently knowe, 
that the kingdome of God is ar - hand : let vs lyfr vp 
our heades to heauen , let vs contemne all worldlye 
thyngs : let euery man caft away ſ{ceuritie and deſire of 
pleaſure, by whoſeinticementes, the minde is ſuppre(- 
ſed: let every man frame hym ſelfe to learne what is 
good, and godlynefle: let him prepare khymſelte to the 
Croſle,let him profit in good woorking,in true calling 
yppon the namecftheLord, and puron the armour of 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
righteouſnes, that if the aduerſary challenge vs into co- 
bate,we may by no flatterie,by no force,by no terrour, 
by no torments be drawn and pluckt away from Chriſt, 
The almighty God bepreſent with vs continually wyth 
his diuiue afiltance, and defend vs euermore againſt all 
the inuaſions of the diuel, by which he would bring vs 
from our fayth, driue vs out of hope, and ſo bartc ys 
from our kingdome which isin heauen. 


© Of the manner and effeft of the 
Lordes commyng to iudgement , with 
ancxhortation to watchfulnes, 


Etherto by diaine teſtimos 
& |[{:NICS it hath been ſiewedgthat 
{| certaynly tho world muſt be 
”'1|| deſtroyed , and alſo by Oz 
RX] racles , and probable rea- 
11 ſons and coniectures it hath 
beene prooucd, that the glo- 
{1 rious commyug of the Lord 
1s at our doores, and can- 
| Es [not be farre of, although 
we knowe not the cettayneyeare , daye, and houre of 
hys commyng . * It followeth therefore , that both 
_ for theedifying of the Churche , and refourmyng of 
our manners, that we alledge teſtimonies out of holy 
Scripture, both of the manner of the commyng of 
the. Sonne of God to iudgement , and of theette& 
of the ſame . After that the Sonne of God Chriſte 
our Lorde and Sauiour , by the ſecrete counſayle of 
God the Father , had determyned for our faluati- 
ons, and ſatiſfying the wrathe of God , too ſuffer 
| death, 
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death,he tooke vppon him the ſhape of a ſeruant,was in. 
the worlde poore and miſerable, tooke pacientfye all 
tauntes and mockes , and ſuffered himſelfe to be con- 
demned though vniuſily , and. ſhamefully to be crucify- 
ed : butin his ſeconde commyng, he ſhall not onely ap-. - 
relykea chyefe Monarch of thys worlde, but ſhall 
Hana hymſelfeto be a Kyng fince the begynning of the 
world, and him which caft the mightieſt from their ſeate 
of Maicſtie, and exalted the humble, and turned Em- Daniell.z, 
pyres at. hys pleaſure . Alſo heſhall declare hym ſelfe = 
to be the Sonne of God , coequall in deytye wyth. - 
Godbys eternall Father : ſo that then the. courſe of 
thyngs ſhall be chaunged, for he in that day ſhalbe iudg, 
and wftly condemnethoſe, of whom he was iudged, 
and againſtal equitie togeather with hys members con- 
demned , and which bs obſtinately and. without 
reaſon perſiſted in impietie.For the, woordes of Chrilt 
inthe. 25. of Matthew, by which accordyngta the ca- yy, . fe 
pacitie of man, the laſt iudgement is depaynted, are | 
theſe: Cum venerit filins hominis in mateſtate ſua, om- 
nes angeli cum eo, tunc ſedebit ſuper ſedem maieſtatis ſue, 
& congregabuntgr ante eum-omues gentes,(Nemo enim 
qui vnquam vixit ,eft, & erit, hociudicio eximetur)&#- 
ſeparabit eos ab inuicem,ſicut pattor ſegregat ones ab hadis, 
& Flatuet ones quidem a dextris ſyis. Tunc dicet Rex his qus 
A dextris eius erunt : Venite beneatfti Patris mei, poſſidete pa-- 
ratum vobisregunm 4 couſtitutione mundi, &c. Et his qus 
a ſmiſtris , dicet : Diſcedete ame maledith, mn ignen eter- 
»1m,qui paratus et Diabolo & eAngelis ers.That is, hen 
the ſome of man ſhall come in his maieſtie , and all his Angels 
with him ,then ſhall he {i uppon the throne of his maieslie, 
.and all Nations ſhalbe gathered togeather before hym , ( For 
none which euer was, is, orſhalbe; from this iudge- 
mentſhalbe exempted/) and he ſhall ſeparate thens , exen 
&s a ſhepheard doth ſegregate the ſheepe from the goates , and ' 
fhallplace the ſheepe on bus right hand , Then ſhall the King © 
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ſaye vnto thaſe which are on his right had: Com: ye bleſſed 

of my Father, poſſeſſe the kingdome prepared for you, from the 
begmming of the world. .e 1nd 10 thoſe which are on his left 
bandhe jhall ſay : Depart from me ye accurſedgnto enerla- 
ſting fire,which is prepared for the Dinell, and his Angels. 
Becauſe theſe haue done no deedes of charitic,but haue 
cotinually rebelled againit, God : but the orher haue 
done much better,becaule by reaſon of their tayth,they 
haue fulfilled all workes ot mercies, and haue been with 
one mindewith God. 

In which Sermon,Chriſt doth applic himſelf tomans 
capacitic, and borroweti his {inulitude from an vp- 
right King and judge ofthis world, which dooth pro- 
nounce lawtull ſentence, whether it be of ab{olution,or 
condemnation,according to our woorkes bethey good 
or bad ,, and by and by doth execute the ſame . Lyke- 
wiſe Paule dooth thewe the manner, how Chritt inhys 
laſt comming ſhall appeareto all the electe which euer 
were, or thalbe, in th-{c woordes : Hoc enim vobis dici- 
mus inverbo Domini, quia nos qui vinimns,qus reſiaui ſumus 
in aduentu Dommi,non preueniemns qui dormerunt . On0. 
niam pſe Dominus inmſſu & in voce x/rchangeli ,& in 
tuba Dei deſcendet de celo, of mortui qutin Chriſto ſunt,re- 
ſurgent prim1, Demae nos quiviuimas, ſnmulrapiemur cum 
ills m nubibus , obnmiam Chriito in aera , & fic ſemper cum 
Domino erimns. This we ſay wntoyou m the word of the 
Lord ,that we which [me and are the remnaunt in the Lordes 
commyngyſhall not goe before them which ſleepe . Becauſe the 
Lord himſelje,in the conmanndement and voyce of an Arch- 
argle , and inthe trumpet of God, ſhall deſcend from heauen, 
and they which are dead ia Chriſt, ſhall firit ariſe. Afﬀeer- 

warde we which doo lice , ſhall togeather with them be ca- 
ried in the Clowdes to meete Chryst in the ayre , and ſo ſhal 
be w:3th God for ener, Allo Paxle teacheth, that in a 
moment, in the twinckelyng of an eye , in the laſte 


ſourd of the Trumpet,the dead ſhall ryſe vncorrupt, 


and 


and thoſe which are lining ſhall vppon the ſuddayne be 

changed to incorruption and immortalitie . {92/2 alio Ap3c-20- 
{ceth all the dead 1tanding betore the great and whyte 

Throne inthe ſight of goa,and the books to be opened, 

and the dead to beiudged out of that which was written 

according to their woorkes. And he which was not 

found wrytten in the booke of lyte, was caſt into a bur- 

ning lake. But Sibyll Erithrea mn her verties called e-1- 
croſtichides,which were read (as it ſeemeth) butnot well 
ynderſtood of Cicero,dooth notably depaint the laſt co- 

ming of Chriſt , and deliruGion ot the world . Which cicersde Di. 
verſes were greatly eſtemed of the Fathers, as appeareth in«tion.lib,s 
both out Exſebirs & Arugaſtine,For out of thele authors a 
which wer beforethe byrth of Chriſt, as alſo in Yarro & Fulebio-invi 
in Uirgils oofoe Eglog ,Itis eudet that theſe Oracles were Auguſt, lib. $. 
of great antiquitie, in ſo much as they were counted as cap.25.deci. 
diwne revelations: and therefore wyll we ioyne thoſe *it2t* Pe 
Latine verſes vnderneath,and the rather, bicauie in them 

nothing can be found which is difſonant trom the word 

of God. Acroſtichian verſes are thoſe, whole firſt letter 

depends one of the other. The-letters in Greeke were 

theſe: Ino'ovs, x25os, bis wor, 7 upgatpes,In Latine theſe: 


IESVS UCRMEESTVS DEI FE 
LIVS :SERVATOR CRV3A, 


Which verſes of Sibyll, were thus 
turned into Latine. 
1 udicy Fonum tellus ſudoribus edet, 
E. x9,polo vemet Rex tempus in omne futnurnus, 
S cilicet vt carnemonmemn,vt totum indicet orbem. 
LV nie Deum fidifdiffdentesg, videbunt, 
S unmum cum ſanlis in ſeclifine ſedentems. 
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| C orporeorum animas hominum,quo indicet olim 
H orrebit totus cum denſis vepribus orbis, 
R eqycient & opes homines, ſimulachrag, cuntta, 
E xxretg, ignts terras, Columg,, Salumg, 

TT neenadetg, fores anguti carceris Orci, 

'S anuttorumg, onnis caro hibera reddita Jucent - 
T wunc repetet : ſemper cruciabit flamma ſceleftos, 
V tque quis occulte peccauerit omnia dicet. * - 
S ub lucemg, Deus reſerabit peftora clauſa. 

D entes ſtridebunt,crebreſcent undique lnflus: 
E t hux deficiet, ſolemg,, nitentiag, aftra, 

T uoluet Celos, c Lynne ſplendor obibit. 

F ofſas attollet, iuga deprimet ardua montes. . 
T mpedietg,nibil mortales amplins altum. 

EL onga carma fretum nou ſcindet : montibus arua- 
I pſa aquabuntur : Nam fulmine torrida tellus 
V nag, & ficci fontes, & flumina hiabunt. 

S ideretsg, ſono triſti tuba clanget ab oris, 

S tultorumfacinus merens, mundig, dolores. 

E tchaos oftendet, & tartara, terra dehiſcens, 
R: egeſg, ad ſolium ſiftentur numinis ommes. 
V ndaque de Colo fluet ignea ſulphure mixto, 
A tque omnes homines ſignumpraſigne notabit- 
T empore eo lignum, cornu peramabile fidis 

O- ppoſitus mundocaſus, ſed vita piorum 

R: effpergendo lanans auodeno fonte vocatos, 
C ompeſcetg, pedo ferrato cusþide gentes. 

R extibi nunc noftris deſeriptus in ordine ſunmmo 
V er/ibus, hic nofter Deas et, noftreg, ſalutis 
C onditor aternys , perpeſſns nomine noitro, 


IESVS 
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IESVS CHRIST, THE SVN 
OF GOD, THE SAVIOR, 
AND CKROS. 
Which verſes of Sybil, arethus turned into Exgliſhe, | 

1 Nhveatyng ſhal the Earth ſhew foorth a ſigne of dreadful doome. 
E kedownetromskycsſhal comea king,that euermore hal raigne, 
S othatall fleſh that king ſhal mdge,and althe worlde fowyde, 
V nfaythful with the faythfulmen,ſhall ſee God face to face. 
S itting with his moſt glorious Saints,when that the world ſhalend, 
C ommyng to iudge the ſoules of men, when he ſhall ce his tyme. 
H cornbly thal the world be with bryars ouergrowne. 
R cic&ſhal mentheirriches quite,and Idols throwe away. 
I nburnyng ſhal the fire conſume the Heauens,the Earth;the Sea: 
S ofſhal the woful gates of lothſome Hel be ſet on fire, 
T hatal the fleſhot righteous men, being fo ſet tree;ro light 
T hen may returne : eternal fire the wicked ſhall torment. 
H -ow euer ſecret are their {innes, heſhall reueale them all. 
E keſhal he there declare the faultes of men, and fecreres all. 
S oregnaſhing there of teeth, and wallings ſhal ech where be heard, 
V nto the glittering Sun and Starres,ſhal light be quite denayd. 
N oweſhal the skies be folded in, the Moones light ſhalbelolt. 
O f valleys ſhal herayſethe depthes, and Mountaynes lay ful lowe. 
F rom wandring wide, the ſalt ſea fome, ſhal hinder men no more, 
G reatſhypsne {malſhal paſſe no more the ſea: the moinains ſteepe 
O nplaynes ſhal leuel lye: tor why, the earth with lightnyng parche, 
D riedeepe ſhal gape with heate,floods ſhalbe dried,8& fountains al 
T henſhal the T7279 ſound out a noyſe fro skies, with earnful tune: 
H eauyly waylyng the miſdeedes of fooles, and worldes grieſe, 
E arth and Hel gaping then beneath ,ſhal great confuſton ſhewe. 
S tates and al kyngs ſhal then appeare beforeGods indgement ſeat. 
A nd downefrom heauen ſhal fal a ftreame,of brymſtone mixt with 
V ntoalmena famous ſigne,whereby they may be knowne, (fyre. 
I nthoſedayesſhalbe giue, euen by the wood, a trump molt deere, 
O fall thefaythſrl much eſteemd,but to the worldes ſcate, 
R epoling truſtin carthl; things, a cauſe of great offence. 
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A t thattymelikewiſe ſhall ſach men as liued a godly life, 
N o longer welter in their filth, but cald to purer ſtate, 
D rencht decpeſhal fully clenſed bein.xii.cleare running ſtreames, 
C ontroule hee ſhal the nations force, with his ſtrong ſteeled ſtaffe: 
R eciting now our king in verſe whom here we haue let forth, 
O fGodourTLordthisis the name,the woorker ofour wealth, 
S$ tabliſher of all the world,who ſuffred for our health. - 
Nowl hope theſe teſtimonies alleged, may ſufficeto 
proue ynto vs the maner of the comming of the Sonne 
of God, and of the worlds ouerthrowe. Foritis not for 
man to ſpezake more of the ſame, then he hath lear- 
ned out of holy Scripture. Yet ſomewhat longer will we 
ſtaye in deſcribing the greatneſſe of the happy life of the 
godlye ,and paynes of the vngodly : and'yet no 
further will we goe, then the holy Scripture dooth lead 
vs toconſider . Certayne it1is,and without all contro- 
uerſie,that nothing can be imagined of greater happi- 
neſſe, and better eſtate,than is God the chiefeſt good: 
& that that felicitie which is in god, is as great &inſear- 
chable,asis his omnipotency,by which he created both 
heauen andearth ofnothing,by his woord alone. And 
thereforeit foloweth, that thoſe which are of one mind ' 
in Icſus Chriſt with God , be alſo partakers of thoſe | 
goodes which are in God , andas bzloned children 
11 Chriſt,and heyres of all heir fathers riches, which are 
infinite and incomprehenſible . And therfore Paxle 
,.Cor.z, fayth out of Eſy - 7 hat the eye hath not ſeens, nor the eare 
Efy.64. heard,nor hath ti entred into the hart of man,what God hath 
prepared for ſuch as lone him, But thoſe celeſtial and in- | 
uiſible, are not ſo apparant and ſhine before our eyes as 
earthly & viſible things , to which-weare tooto greatly 
addicied: and therfore the holy Ghoſt by [ch in his Re- 
4po.2- we/ation,helping the weakenefle of our tudgement, doth 
like the kingdom of god to a certain great & large city, 


which he doth cal the holy Frersſale, whoſe gates are of 
Pre CLOUS 


4 comfortable diſcomſe. . 


precious ſtones, and whoſe walles &- ſtreatesare of pure 
golde, then the which nothing is more excellent inthe 
ſight of men. And hedooth alſo call that citie , (ofthe 
which all the ele&ſhalbe perpetuall citizens) T abernacu- 
Inm Dei cum homimibas , & habitabi: cum eis , & ipſi populi 
eins erunt, ipſe Deus cum eis erit : The Tabernacle of God 
with men,and he ſhal dwell with them, and they ſhalbe his peo- 
ple,and he ſhalbe their God. Finally, that there is the tulnes 
of all felicitie,where God is all in all, in which place: we 
ſhall know hym pefeRtly euen as heis . And therefore 
true is that voyce , which /ohz jn his Rexelation heard 
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from heauen: Beats mortui qui in Domino moriuntur : Bleſ-. 


ſed are the dead which dye in the Lord: or thoſe are bleſſed, 
which the Lord at his commyng ſhal finde vigilant, wiſe, 
and ſober, | 

 Now,ifnothing bemore happie ( as in deede no- 
thing is)then to inioye the ſight of the cucrliuing God, 
and to be inheritours of eternall lyfe :; certainely by a 
contrary , nothing can. be. imagined more wretched 
and myſerable, then with Diuels to be cait for euer out 
of the{yght of God, intoeternall torments and Paes 
of Hell, at whoſe very remembraunce, the Diuell hym 
Flfe in an horrible ragedooth quake and tremble. For 
ſith Godis altogether infinite,and hisjuſtice incompre- 
henſible , and finnes be cleane contrary to his ynſpeake- 
ablc iuſtice, it muſt needes folow , thatthey alſo muſt be 
ume with eternall paynes. And that this 1s true, our 

eauenly father ſheweth moſt playnly in his only begot- 
ten ſonne, which for our ſake he ſent-into the fleſh, that 
he myght take vport him the formeof a-ſeruaunt , and 
ſuffer death for our offences. . For-the'iuftice of. God, 
for our ſinnes ir our flethe,dydexaR ſufficientſatisfacti- 
on : and his diuine pitie; an-infinite mercy-towardes 21 
theele&. And therefore theSonneof God, of one fub-s 


ſtance u ith his eternallfather;andclearenef{cothis'glo> 


rezwas almoſt compelled to ſubie&hin1 ſclt vnder him, 
N.i. that 


Marth.'z5, 
Luce.1;, 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
that ſo he myght pacifye Gods anger , and publiſhes 
hys vnſpeakeable mercy towardes all mankynde : eſpe 
cially towardes all them which woulde wyth a lyuely 
fayth take holde of, and imbrace hym . Nowe that 
the mynde of man myght conceyue the greatneſſe of 
Gods diſpleaſure agaynit our ſynnes , the holy Scrip- 
ture fetching ſimilitudes from ſenſible thinges, dooth 
lyuely ſet the ſame before our eyes : thatſoit our fleſh- 
ly and flexible hartes geueany crediteto the manyfeſt 
woorde of God , and benot hardened lyke ſtones , we 
myght conceyue the greatnes of the ſame . For Chriſt 
dooth compare that eternall caſtyng out of hys fa- 
uour, toa very darke pryſon , to euerlaſtyng fire and 
ynquenchable, to extreme horror, with perpetuall gna- 
ſhing of the teeth : And /ohnin hys Rexc/ation ſayth, 
that the vngodly ſhalbe throwen intoa fiery lake, full of 
Brymſtone , in w_ they ſhalbe continually for cuer 
tormented : than the which,mans mynd can thinke no- 
thing more horrible,more intolerable. All which Sy4:/ 
in her Oracles comprehended in theſe verſes tranſlated 
out of Greeke, 


Nec erit modus vilus eorum 
Ploratrs neque vox triſtes diſtin{ta querelas 
Dinerſas referet : verum ſub nolte profunda 
TartareanigraJaniante dolore profundum 
Clamorem tollent : atque in regione profana 
Ter tantum ſoluent quantum fecere malorunm, 
Ieniconfeltimnulto : tum dentibus onmes 
Stridentes acritabeſcent viqueſitique 
Optandum mori dicent , fugientque vocantes, 
Non iam mortis enimrequiem,non noft;s habebunt. 
CAHulta quidem fruitra ſupremi numina Patris 
Orabunt : ſed eos twnc anertetnr apertc. 
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be Ne (hall their woofull cries haue ende, 
Nor yet their earnefull plaintes abroade diſtin&ed voyces ſend. 
But weltring ſtill in Tirknef: deepe,in hel which {till doth raigne, 
Shall lift their clamour fro the depth when they be pincht with paine, 
Andin that wicked region ſhal ſuffer ſmart,and ſuch, 
As equall ſhalbe to their wicked deedes,and twice fomuch. 
Tormented ſtill in hugieflames of fire, then ſhall they firſt 
With gnaſhing teeth quite pine away in paine,and parching thirſt. 
Then ſhall they with for death, and whyle they call, flic faſt afright. 
Thus ſhall they neuer reſt from dolefull death, and noyſome night, 
And often to the father highe ſhall call, and ſue for grace, 
But all in yaine : for from their cries he ſhal turne backe his face, 


O that blyndnes of mans mynde, and that madde 
doubtyng of theſe diuine promyles of eternalllyfe : O 
that hardned and flyntie hart of ours , whych is not 
mooued , nonot wyth theſe horrible threates of Gods 
heauie diſpleaſure , but continuyng ſecurely in all im- 
pietye, neuer asketh pardon for ſuch wilfull offending, 
and amendeth : euenas though the ſcripture were but 
lyes, and theſe dinine Oracles prophane fables . For 
by thoſe things which haue come topaſle , and by true 
demonſtrations of Gods holy ſpirite , it is apparant, 
that nothyng is more certayne, than that the end of all 
thinges hangeth on our ſhoutders. Traely great is the 
force of ſynne, and marueylous is the rage of Satan in 
theſe latter dayes ,. heendeuoureth by all meanes that 
poſcibly he can, to bring the whole world into a deſpe- 
rate ſecuritie of lyfe , that ſo he may have many parta- 
kers of hys tormentes in hell , fromwhich there 1s no 
redemption. Buthow much better had it becn ,, we had 
eyth:r neuer beene borne, or at the leaſt beene voyde 

of reaſon wyth beaſtes and Serpentes , or els Lcen diſ- 
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patchtas ſoone as we were bornezifeyther weenioy not 
that place for which we were created , orcome not to 
the celeſtiall Paradyſe , and to the marryage of our 
Spouſe ourLorde and Sautour leſu Chriſt, where ſhalbe 
the full abundance of all delyghtes , and perfection of 
all pleaſure. | 
An exhortati- Wherefore let ys caſt from vs , both our careleſle 
onto watch= ſecuritie , and miſtruſt of the promyles of God : let vs 
—_ renounce the Diuell, and all the woorkes of the flethe, 
which are not ſuflerable by the woord of God, and let vs 
liſten to the friendly admonition of our Sautour Chriſt, 
Ince, 21, warning vs in theſe wordes : Take heed, least at any tyme 
your mmaes be onerladen with ſurſettirg , and dronkennes, 
and cares of this life , and ſo the ſaddayne daye of the Lorde 
rake you vuawares : for enenas a ſnare , it ſhall come vppon 
all which fit »ppon the face of the earth . Be ye watch- 
Math,24 full therefore at alltymes: { and as Matthewe addeth , be- 
cauſe ye knowe not th: houre in which your Lorde wyll 
come ) praying , that ye may eſcape all theſe thinges which 
are to come , and may ſtande before the Sonne of man , For 
if the commyng of theeues and ſtealers of our earthly 
goods be to bee feared, wyth how great care, with how 
great diligence and watchfulneſſe , ſhould we ſceke to 
eſcape thoſe enemyes which would ſpoyle vs-of our e- 
ternall ryches , and Kyngdome of heauen ? Here we 
vſe great heede and wyſedome to preſerue our mortall 
bodyes from hurt and daunger : but to ſauc our ſoules 
which are immortal, from eternall p2ynes 1n hell, we are 
altogeather careleſſc, nothyng circumſpet . And yet 
more would it beſeeme the chyldren of lyght , to be 
more carefull in ſeekyng and keepyng thoſe tnynges 
whych are celeſtiall , than are worldlyngs pa-nefull in” 
enriching themſclues wyth ſuch thyags as they are ney- 
ther ſare roenioy whyle they are a lyue : nor can aſſure 
them of any ioye wh:nthey are dead. Yealetys _ 
; al 
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and perſwade our ſelues , thatin the ſyghtof Godiris 
not ihamefull , but abhominable , that the ele&t or 
choſen people of God which ſhould be wyſe and cir- 
cumſpec&t , ſhall in thys care be ſurpaſſed of wicked 
worldlynges : and the more hyghly we difpleaſe our 
God,by how-much the things which welo litleelieeme, 
are more excellent than that whych they ſo hunt at- 
ter , betweene whych ( ſo ſurpaſsing 1s the treaſure 
prepared for the godly ) there is no compariſon. 
Thys exhortation though it pertayne toall men at all 
tymes , yet now eſpecially in theſe daungerous dayes, 
in which eucry where we ſee ſo many by ſuddayne 
and ſtraunge death to be taken out ofthis world : and 
becauſe cuerye man ſhall dye ( thoughe the certayne 
.houre and daye none dooth knowe ) and ſhall eyther 
woofully be ſent among the Diuels into hell,or ;oytully 
be receyued into the felowſhip of the faythfull in hea- 
uen. 

Wherefore ſyth the ſpiritin the faythfull is willing, 
but the flcſhe verye weake and blynde in heauenly 
thynges, weare to beſcech our heauenly father in con- 
tinuall prayers, that by hys holy ſpirit he would dayly 
more and more encreale and ſtrengthen our weake 
and feeble fayth , And therefore we hartely deſire thee 
O eternall father, thatthou wylt not vtterly breake vs, 
though we bowe notas we ſhould , neyther deale with 
zuſtice, though wee doo not our duetyes , according to 
thy wyll : but keepe vs good God in thy welbelo- 
ued Sonne , il:uminate our myndes with thy holy {pt- 
rit, by which we may be prepared to all good woorkes, 
intrue holyneſſe, and newneſle of lyfe : that fo with 
Paule wee maye deſyre to leaue this world and to bee 
with Chriſt , and ſo inthe commyng of the Lorde,be- 
ing foundereadye wyth oyle in our Lampes , and ador- 
ned wyth our weddyng garmentes , we may fynde en- 
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trance to theLordes mariage,which thou for thy ſonne, 
and his beloned ſpouſe the Churche haſt prepa- 
red, and appoynted, from the beginning 
ofthe world , To thee therefore O 
heauenly father, to thy onely be 
gotten ſonne,and to the holy 
ly Ghoſt our comforter, be 
all praife, honour, and 
glory, foreuer and 
euer, Amen. 
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« Imprinted at London,nigh vnto 


the three Cranes 1n the Vintree, by Tho- 
was Gardyner , and Thomas Dawſon, for 
eAndrew Manſell, awellzag 
in Paules Churchyard. 


